Connected Communities

Closed

On the dashboard panel, the network traffic gauge swings noticeably higher. The signal strength indicator is high. I’ve been considering upgrading to ChryslerPlus service so I can connect to my work network, but so far I’m enjoying telling my partners that I can’t receive calls in the car. And Minnesota law says that I can’t use other personal devices while I’m driving.


“Dad, what does ‘affinity’ mean?”

I smiled. My 8-year-old daughter still needs me for something. I answer while looking at her through the rear-view mirror, “It means people like you, or people who have the same interests and hobbies.”


“Sweet. Can I join one? ‘schoolnet says I’m perfect for a World Cup fan group. It says I have ‘affinity’”.
When the ESEA was renewed in 2011 (this time known as “No Child Kept Behind”) it sought to restore some decision-making to state and local school boards, and districts leapt upon the opportunities. Many began to try new, technology-based avenues to put the student data created by ESEA 2001 (NCLB) to good use and cut costs. The AfterSchoolNetwork, a project initiated in 2008 by entrepreneurs in Boise and adopted by over 23 states and 96 charter school systems by 2015, was by far the most popular. Many participating schools moved to a 4-day school week, giving children more informal, unstructured time managed by ‘Schoolnet.
Private industry and entertainment media have their own similar networks; I’m part of the professional finance community (managed by Bank of America, Merrill Lynch, and HSBC,) the home gardening club (Better Homes and Gardens channel,) and the MangaNet (nominally run by Viacom, but really run by its users).
Laney is still looking at m while some tweepop grates against my ears. I paid extra for individual entertainment consoles in the back, but she doesn’t really like using the directed sound feature, so I have to listen to the movies and music she likes.

I pretend to frown and think. “Have you finished all of your homework for this week?” I know that the AfterSchoolNetwork won’t recommend an affinity group unless she has both time and a good social and educational fit, but I don’t quite trust it, either. Sometimes I wonder how it knows so much about her, but then again, I grew up during the onset of the Information Age, when data was easily stolen. Now that security is so important, the data we choose to give up is jealously traded around.

“Dad! Of course! Well, almost. I’m not done with Cultural Awareness. But it’s sooo boring. Can I just check this group out and do it later?”


“Alright, Laney. You can join the group, you can play until we get home. Then, you need to finish your homework.”
