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A new explanation for the evolution of particles near a
roadway is proposed. The explanation starts with data that
suggest that small (<15 nm) liquid nanoparticles shed
semivolatile organics (<C24) almost immediately upon
emission. It is shown here that the shrinking of these
particles enhances their rates of coagulation by over an
order of magnitude, and this appears important in helping
to explain particle evolution further downwind, as
measured by two datasets, including one reported here,
and as found with a three-dimensional numerical model used
to simulate the data. Enhanced coagulation in isolated
emission puffs may also affect evolution. Neither
condensation, complete evaporation, coagulation alone,
nor preferential small-particle dilution appears to explain
the evolution.

Introduction
Aerosol particles are the most unhealthful components of
air pollution, and their health effects depend on their size
and composition. Particle size and composition similarly
affect visibility, clouds, weather, and climate. Most new
particles by number are emitted, and vehicles are an
important emission source. Measurements have indicated
that emitted nanoparticle (<50 nm diameter) size distribu-
tions change rapidly with distance from a roadway source
(1-4).

The greatest roadway emitters of particles per vehicle are
diesel powered. The emitted small nanoparticles in diesel
exhaust are generally semivolatile, containing primarily
unburned fuel (C15-C23 organics), unburned lubricating oil
(C15-C36 organics), and sulfate, and form during dilution
and cooling of exhaust (e.g., 5-7). Diesel vehicles also emit
accumulation-mode particles (30-1000-nm diameter), which
consist primarily of aggregates of tens to hundreds of graphite
spherules with diameters ranging from about 5-50 nm with
a mean of 25-35 nm that form during combustion (5, 8-10).
Gasoline vehicles emit primarily semivolatile compounds
with at least one peak of 20-30-nm diameter (11) and a
larger peak smaller than 10 nm (12).

Several modeling studies have tried to explain particle
evolution near a roadway (2, 14-19). In Jacobson and Seinfeld
(17), enhanced Brownian coagulation due to van der Waals
forces and fractal geometry was found to account for a greater

share of particle evolution than Brownian coagulation alone.
However, coagulation alone was too slow to account fully
for the rapid evolution. Subsequently, Zhang et al. (19) used
“best fit” parameters in a 0-D model to try to explain particle
evolution in terms of condensation/evaporation and dilution
alone, ignoring coagulation. However, the size distributions
fitted to obtain the conclusion were measured with a long-
column scanning mobility particle sizer (SMPS) instrument,
which misses about 75% of particle number due to diffusional
losses below 20 nm (20). The conclusion also required the
presence of a low-volatility-low-molar volume (LVLMV)
C1-C3 emitted organic gas to overcome the Kelvin effect,
allowing small particles to grow. However, the most relevant
LVLMV are oxalic acid and malonic acid, yet only trace
quantities of total organic acids (∼0.5%, 7 (p 1205)) or
alkanedioc acids (6 (p 2238)) have been found in diesel
nanoparticles. Thus, another explanation is needed.

Here, one is offered. The explanation starts with data (7)
that show that semivolatile (<C24) organics evaporate almost
immediately from liquid nanoparticles that form near the
tailpipe by nucleation and condensation during initial
dilution and cooling, and these particles contain unburned
fuel (C15-C23), unburned lubricating oil (C15-C36), and sulfate
(5, 7, 21). The evaporation rate depends significantly on
temperature and carbon number (7 (Figure 5)).

Second, as particles shrink, their coagulation rates with
larger particles increase. This fact is demonstrated with Figure
1, which shows the coagulation rate of a 40-nm-diameter
particle with a second particle of variable size. If the second
particle is <40 nm and shrinks, its coagulation rate increases
by up to 2 orders of magnitude. For pure Brownian motion
in the free-molecular regime (e.g., 22 (eq 16.26)) the rate
increases with decreasing size because a particle’s thermal
speed increases superlinearly with decreasing size. Although
the total collision cross section of two particles decreases
when one particle shrinks, the decrease is much smaller than
the relative increase in thermal speed. In the transition
regime, Brownian coagulation also increases with smaller
size because diffusion increases with smaller size in the
Cunningham slip-flow correction factor and in the Stokes-
Einstein equation (22 (eq 16.24)). Figure 1 here shows that
van der Waals forces and collision with fractals (>27 nm in
the figure) also enhance Brownian coagulation as particles
shrink.

Methods
In sum, measurements suggest semivolatile components,
which arise from nucleation and condensation during initial
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FIGURE 1. Calculated Brownian coagulation rate using equations
from ref 17 when the volume-equivalent diameter of the first particle
is 40 nm and that of the second varies from 1 to 1000 nm. The four
curves shown in each figure account for when particles are spherical
(Df ) 3) or fractal (Df ) 1.7 above 27 nm and ) 3 below) and when
van der Waals and viscous forces (VDW) were or were not included.
Also, A/kBT ) 200, T ) 298.15 K, and p ) 1 atm.
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dilution and cooling of exhaust, evaporate from nanoparticles
following the initial condensation. As the particles move
downwind and shrink further, their enhanced coagulation
rates gradually reduce their concentrations relative to larger
particles. This theory appears to explain observed downwind
data (2-4), and is demonstrated next with a 3-D model,
GATOR-GCMOM (17, 23, 24) applied to data from Los Angeles
(3, 4) and Minnesota (presented here).

The model was first situated in West Los Angeles near
Interstate 405 and Wilshire Boulevard. A single high-
resolution limited-area grid of 100 W-E grid cells × 60 S-N
grid cells × 22 layers at a resolution of 15 m × 15 m in the
horizontal and 5 m in the vertical was used. Simulations for
Los Angeles were run for a few minutes in the summer, so
clouds and nesting from the large scale were neglected.
Initialization and other aspects of the simulations were the
same as in ref 17, except as described herein.

Whereas 10 aerosol size distributions, each with 17 discrete
size bins, were treated in ref 17, only one distribution, but
with 25 bins from 0.8 to 2000 nm diameter, 35 components
per bin, including background and emitted particles, was
treated here. Emitted particles dominated number concen-
tration by 2 orders of magnitude relative to background
particles, rendering the use of 1 versus 10 distributions of
minor consequence over a short period.

The model treated number concentration of each size
bin and mole concentration of individual components in
each bin as prognostic variables. Number and mole con-
centrations were affected by emission, homogeneous nucle-
ation, aerosol-aerosol coagulation, transport, dry deposition,
and sedimentation. In addition, mole concentrations were
affected by condensation, evaporation, hydration, dissolu-
tion, dissociation, and crystallization. Meteorology for gas
and particle transport was calculated on-line, with feedback
from the gases and particles through radiative transfer. The
operator-split time step for model dynamics was 0.02 s, that
of gas and particle transport was 0.4 s, and that of all physical
and chemical processes (including emission, condensation,
coagulation, etc.) was 1 s. Thus, all processes fed back to
each other relatively rapidly.

Aerosol components treated within each size bin included
individual C15-C36 organic surrogates, a surrogate LVLMV
species (oxalic acid), “other” organics, black carbon (BC),
H2O, H2SO4(aq), HSO4

-, SO4
2-, H+, NH4

+, Na+, NO3
-, Cl-,

NH4NO3(s), and soildust. Of the species, only BC, C15-C36

organic surrogates, the LVLMV surrogate, and the sulfur
species were emitted. The rest were present in background
particles and, in the case of semivolatile inorganics, con-
densed or dissolved from the gas phase.

The C15-C36 surrogates were alkanes, identified to be
important in urban air (25) and in diesel exhaust (21, 7). The
vapor pressures of these surrogates are similar to those of
alkenes and several other organics of the same carbon
numbers (26). Although soot contains many unresolved
organics (21) with vapor pressures possibly different from
those of alkanes, using alkane vapor pressures for unresolved
mass should not alter conceptual findings here.

Because the dimensions of model grid cells were 15 m ×
15 m × 5 m, the model did not resolve the tailpipes of vehicles.
Instead, all condensation in the initial exhaust arising from
its dilution and cooling to ambient temperature was assumed
to be reflected in the emission size distribution. This
assumption is justified for the model grid spacing used by
the approximate equation for the temperature (K) of an
exhaust plume, Tp ) [Te + Ta(1 - D)]/D, where Te is the
exhaust temperature (K), Ta is the ambient temperature, and
D is the dilution ratio. Dilution ratios 2-3 m from a moving
vehicle were measured in at least one study to be 600-4400
(27), suggesting that the exhaust plume temperature at this
distance is close to the ambient temperature. Since 2-3 m

is smaller than the model grid spacing, emissions into a model
grid cell were assumed to be at ambient temperature.

In sum, tailpipe emissions in the model were emitted
into a model grid cell at the ambient temperature, and the
emitted particle size distribution was assumed to contain all
material that had condensed due to cooling from the exhaust
temperature to the ambient temperature. Ambient temper-
atures in the model varied among grid cells over time due
to diabatic energy transfer (e.g., latent heat exchange,
radiative heating/cooling), adiabatic expansion/compres-
sion, and energy advection, but such temperature variations
were small during these short simulations.

Particle constituents were emitted into a model grid cell
assuming a size distribution whose overall shape down to 6
nm diameter was obtained from a fit to a composite average
of data gathered 30 m from the Interstate 94 freeway in
Minnesota as part of this study (please see “Discussion” for
further information about the measurements). The shape fit
was extrapolated to 1-6 nm diameter space assuming a peak
at 5 nm. The emission peak at a smaller diameter than in the
30-m dataset accounted for the fact that the model horizontal
grid spacing was 15 m, but the closest measurement from
the freeway was at 30 m. The “No co or c/e” size distribution
in Figure 2a shows the approximate shape of the total particle
emission size distribution assumed here.

The shape-fitted emission distribution was assumed to
consist of the sum of the emission size distributions of BC,
organics, and sulfuric acid. The shape of the BC portion of

FIGURE 2. Base-case comparison of near-surface particle number
distribution when condensation/evaporation alone (“C/e only”) and
coagulation+condensation/evaporation (“Co+c/e”) were treated
at (a) a grid cell along the line source of emission, and (c) 150 m
to the east of source at the end of 3-D simulations. Panel a also
shows results when no coagulation or condensation (No co or c/e)
was treated. Panel b shows the distribution of C16, C20, C24, C28, C32,
and C36 organics in the particles shown in the “Co+c/e” curve in
a. Panel c also shows results when different values of the Hamaker
constant and fractal dimension were used. The base case was
A/kBT ) 200 and Df ) 1.7 (above 27 nm but ) 3 below), which were
also the values used in a and b. Brownian coagulation alone is the
A/kBT ) 0 and Df ) 3 curve. Dry deposition, transport, and turbulence
were treated in all cases.

VOL. 39, NO. 24, 2005 / ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 9 9487



the size distribution was estimated by assuming (a) BC was
not emitted into particles < 14 nm in diameter (8 (Figure 1)),
(b) BC comprised 85% of total emitted aerosol mass above
29 nm, and (c) the mass fraction of BC in particles scaled
linearly between 0% at 14 nm to 85% at 29 nm. The shapes
of the emitted size distributions of individual organics and
sulfuric acid were assumed to be the same as each other and
equal to the shape of the total distribution minus that of BC.

Vehicle emission rates used were 66.1 mg/km for gC12

organic vapor, 43.7 mg/km for organic particle components,
56 mg/km for BC, and 1 mg/km for S(VI) (21, for late-model
medium-duty diesel trucks). Traffic on the 405 freeway
consisted of 13,000 cars, 350 light trucks, and 550 heavy duty
trucks per hour (3, 4). It was assumed that the average car,
light truck, and heavy-duty truck emissions were 1/4, 2, and
12 times those of late-model medium-duty diesel trucks,
which implies that older vehicles emitted more than did
newer vehicles. Additional simulations with different traffic
flows and exhausts resulted in the same conceptual findings
as reported here.

Total organic gas and particle mass emission rates were
fractionated among species with fractions obtained from the
relative emission rates of C12-C29 alkanes (21 (Table 2)) and
from ambient concentrations of C30-C36 alkanes (25 (Table
1)) scaled to the emission rate of C29 alkanes (21 (Table 2)).
For the base case, the LVLMV surrogate was set to 1% of the
total organic vapor emission rate in the gas-phase plus 1%
of the total organic particle emission in the particle phase.
Individual component particle mass emission rates were
distributed as a function of size with the shape distributions
described above.

The set of i ) 1, ..., NB (where NB is the number of discrete
size bins) condensation/evaporation equations and the
corresponding gas conservation equation solved in each grid
cell and 1-s time step for each condensable organic and
inorganic species q were

respectively, where t is current time (s), t - h is one step back
(s), cq,i,t is the mole concentration of particle component q
(moles cm-3 air), cq,i,t-h/∑qcq,i,t-h is the mole fraction of gas
q in a multicomponent mixture, Cq,t is vapor mole concen-
tration (mol cm-3 air), Cq,s,i,t-h is saturation vapor mole
concentration over a flat, dilute surface (mol cm-3 air) (taken
from ref 28 for each organic as a function of carbon number
and temperature), σq is surface tension (set to 30 g s-2 for all
organics here, a value within ( 10 g s-2 of almost all low- and
high-molecular weight organics reported in 29), mq is
molecular weight (g mol-1), ri is particle radius (cm), R* is
the universal gas constant (8.3145 × 107 g cm2 s-2 mol-1 K-1),
T is absolute temperature (K), and Fq is component density
(g cm-3). In addition

is the mass transfer rate (s-1) of vapor to/from the particle
surface (22 (eqs 16.64, 16.56)), where ni,t-h is the number
concentration of particles (particles cm-3 air), Dq is the
diffusion coefficient of gas q (cm2 s-1) (22 (eq 16.17)), Knq,I

) λq/ri is the dimensionless Knudsen number of condensing
gas q (where λq is the mean free path of the gas through air,
cm) (22 (eq 16.23)), and Rq,i is the mass accommodation
(sticking) coefficient of the gas (set to 0.7 for all organics
here, 19). The denominator in eq 3 is a correction to the
diffusion coefficient for collision geometry (accounting for
deviations from continuum-regime growth) and for sticking
probability (30).

Equation 1 accounts for Raoult’s law and the Kelvin effect.
Raoult’s law gives the saturation vapor pressure of a solute
in solution as equal to the saturation vapor pressure of the
pure solute multiplied by its mole fraction in solution (31).
The term cq,i,t-h/∑qcq,i,t-h multiplied by Cq,s,i,t-h on the right
side of eq 1 accounts for Raoult’s law. Although many exhaust
organics are not so soluble in water, they are often soluble
in each other, which may explain why many small exhaust
particles appear as well-mixed liquid mixtures (e.g., P.
Ziemann, personal communication). In such mixtures, the
use of Raoult’s law is necessary to modify the saturation
vapor pressure of organics.

The Raoult’s law correction to organic vapor pressures
did not account for the nonideality of organic-containing
solutions. Although techniques are available to calculate
organic activity coefficients (e.g., 32-35), data for such
techniques are relatively sparse for the species of interest,
and the specific species of interest are not certain. The
simplification of ignoring organic activity coefficients may
give rise to some error. However, the Raoult’s law correction
was affected by the nonideality of inorganic components
[H2SO4(aq), HSO4

-, SO4
2-, H+, NH4

+, Na+, NO3
-, Cl-,

NH4NO3(s)] in the same particles, since solute activity
coefficient information were available for these components.
Water uptake by inorganics due to hydration was also
accounted for. Inorganic hydration was a function of the
relative humidity, which was predicted in the 3-D model.
During the short simulation, near-surface relative humidities
were near 47%, which is typical for an August afternoon in
Los Angeles. The change in particle composition due to
inorganic activity coefficients and hydration affected the mole
fraction of organics in particles, affecting organic vapor
pressures through Raoult’s law. However, the fraction of
organics dominated that of inorganics near the roadway, as
discussed in Jacobson and Seinfeld (17).

The exponential term multiplied by Cq,s,i,t-h on the right
side of eq 1 accounts for the Kelvin effect (e.g., 36 (eq 9.86)).
Equations 1 and 2 were solved as in ref 24. When particles
shrank below 0.8-nm diameter, the remaining semivolatile
material was assumed to evaporate.

Coagulation was solved over a single size distribution
containing multiple components with a semiimplicit nu-
merical solution (37, 24). The scheme solves coagulation over
a discrete size distribution with multiple size bins, conserving
single-particle volume (cm3 particle-1) and particle volume
concentration (cm3 cm-3 air) exactly, while giving up slight
accuracy in number concentration (particles cm-3 air), an
error that diminishes toward zero with greater size-bin
resolution. The scheme is positive-definite and noniterative.
Comparisons of results from the solution scheme with exact
solutions are given in Jacobson et al. (37).

The semiimplicit coagulation solution is written in terms
of volume concentration (v), which is related to mole
concentration by vq,i,t ) mqcq,i,t/Fq. For a discrete size
distribution, the final volume concentration of component
q within particles in size bin k after one time step of
coagulation is

dcq,i,t

dt
) kq,i,t-h(Cq,t -

cq,i,t-h

∑qcq,i,t-h

exp( 2σqmq

riR*TFq
)Cq,s,i,t-h)

i ) 1, ..., NB (1)

dCq,t

dt
)

- ∑
i ) 1

NB {kq,i,t-h[Cq,t -
cq,i,t-h

∑qcq,i,t-h

exp( 2σqmq

riR*TFq
)Cq,s,i,t-h]}

(2)

kq,i,t-h )
ni,t-h4πri,t-hDq

1 + [1.33 + 0.71Knq,i
-1

1 + Knq,i
-1

+
4(1 - Rq,i)

3Rq,i ]Knq,i

(3)
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where h is the time step (s), â is the coagulation kernel (rate
coefficient, cm3 particle-1 s-1) between two particles in size
bins i and j, and

is the volume fraction of a coagulated pair i,j partitioned
into bin k. When a particle of volume υi coagulates with a
particle of volume υj, the resulting volume of the coagulated-
pair is Vi,j ) υi + υj. This intermediate particle has volume
between those of two model size bins, k and k + 1, and needs
to be partitioned between the two bins. Equation 5 gives the
volume fraction of Vi,j partitioned to bin k.

The coagulation kernel used here accounted for Brownian
motion, convective Brownian diffusion enhancement, gravi-
tational collection, turbulent inertial motion, turbulent shear,
van der Waals/viscous forces, and fractal geometry. The
complete set of equations describing these processes is given
in Jacobson (22 (Section 15.6), please also see 17). Of the first
five kernels, Brownian motion caused 97.3% of particle
number loss in one set of simulations (17). Thus, Brownian
motion, van der Waals/viscous forces, and fractal geometry
are the most important of these processes for this study.

The most relevant parameter affecting coagulation due
to van der Waals/viscous forces is the Hamaker constant (A).
That affecting fractal geometry is the fractal dimension (Df).
In the base case simulations here (and in 17), it was assumed
that A ) 200kBT and Df ) 1.7 for particles g27 nm (and Df

) 3.0 for <27 nm). Df ) 1.7 for agglomerates is supported
by measurements of 1.63 near the 405 freeway (38) and
elsewhere (38, 39) and by diesel engine measurements of
1.46-1.9 (8-10, 40). Higher fractal dimensions (Df ) 2-2.8)
have been measured (10, 41) using mobility radius, but the
use of a mobility radius is inconsistent with the numerical
treatment here (17). With respect to the Hamaker constant,
a value of A ) 200kBT gives enhancement factors of 3.25 for
14-nm particles, 2.3 for 28-nm particles, and 1.38 for 200-nm
particles (17 (Figure 3)), which compares with measurements
of 6-8, 1.4-3, and 1.16, respectively, for 14-nm graphitic
carbon particles (42). Since the modeled enhancement factor
is half that measured at small diameters, it is conservative.
Although the smallest nanoparticles are not graphite, they
coagulate with larger particles containing graphite, and
although most reported Hamaker constants of organics are
<A ) 82.3 × 10-20 J at 298 K (base-case here), measurements
of some (e.g., benzene: 90 × 10-20 J; chlorobenzene of 76.7
× 10-20 J (43 ( Table 7)) are in range.

Equation 4 is solved in the order k ) 1, ..., NB. No
production occurs into the first bin, k ) 1, since k - 1 ) 0
for the first bin in the numerator of eq 4. Thus, all necessary
vq,i,t terms are known when each vq,k,t is calculated.

Once eq 4 is solved, total particle volume concentration
in a size bin is calculated as vk,t ) ∑qvq,k,t. The new particle
number concentration in size bin k is then trivially recal-
culated as nk,t ) vk,t/υk, and the mole concentrations of
individual components are recalculated as cq,i,t ) vq,i,tFq/mq.

Particle evolution was simulated assuming an emission
line source (emission of gases and particles from dozens of

adjacent grid cells lined up from south to north). A baseline
case and several sensitivity cases were run for several minutes
until a relative steady state in the upwind and downwind
modeled concentration profiles was observed.

Results
During the baseline and sensitivity simulations, modeled
near-surface wind speeds averaged 1-1.8 m/s and were close
to the 1-1.5 m/s wind speeds measured during the mea-
surement study of interest in Los Angeles (3). The wind
direction was westerly, as observed in the measurement
study.

Figure 2a (“No co or c/e” curve) shows the near-freeway,
relative steady-state particle size distribution when neither
coagulation nor condensation/evaporation was treated (gas
and particle transport, turbulence, deposition, and removal
were treated). The curve gives the size distribution in a well-
mixed 15 m × 15 m × 5 m grid cell that the freeway lies in.
The shape of the distribution results from a balance between
continuous emission into the cell and 3-D dilution/transport
out of the cell to the larger scale.

Figure 2a also shows the evolved size distribution near
the freeway when condensation/evaporation without co-
agulation (“C/e only”) and condensation/evaporation with
coagulation (“Co+ce”) were treated. When coagulation was
treated with condensation/evaporation, coagulation fed back
to the composition of organics in particles of a given size,
affecting their vapor pressures through the Raoult’s Law term
of eq 1. However, the overall feedback of coagulation to vapor
pressures is expected to be small since coagulation is a
volume- (and mass-) conserving process, so although it affects
the mole fraction of individual organics in particles of a given
size, it does not affect the mole fraction of organics summed
over the entire size distribution.

The “C/e only” size distribution in Figure 2a reflects
evaporation of semivolatile organics from the “No co or c/e”
size distribution shown in the same figure. The emitted size
distribution already included the effects of initial dilution to
the model grid scale, cooling to ambient temperature, and
condensation of the initial hot exhaust. As the emitted
distribution diluted further beyond the emission grid cell,
the semivolatile organics began to evaporate immediately
because, during dilution, the partial pressure of these organics
quickly dropped below their vapor pressures. High-molec-
ular-weight organics did not evaporate, except at very small
size where the Kelvin effect dominated, since their bulk vapor
pressures were so low. Figure 2b shows that modeled organics
that evaporated from <30 nm particles were primarily <C24

and those that remained were gC24. These results are
extremely consistent with measured data (7). Even C36

organics evaporated from particles <2 nm in diameter
because the high molar volume of such organics caused the
Kelvin effect, which increases exponentially with decreasing
size and increasing molar volume, to overwhelm the low
vapor pressure at that size. Of the total particle organic
hydrocarbons emitted in the model excluding the LVLMV
species, 60.6% by mass were <C24.

Evaporation of <C24 organics occurred primarily because,
as particles diluted beyond their grid cell of emission (15 m
× 15 m × 5 m, and at ambient temperature), their partial
pressures decreased below their saturation vapor pressures.
Because the saturation vapor pressures of gC24 organics were
higher than those of <C24 organics, gC24 organics did not
evaporate so readily despite the fact that their molar volumes
and, thus, their Kelvin effects, were greater than were those
of <C24 organics. Recondensation of evaporated organics
did not occur significantly downwind because dilution
continuously decreased the partial pressure of such organics
with increasing distance downwind.

vq,k,t )

vq,k,t-h + h ∑
j ) 1

k

(∑
i ) 1

k-1

fi,j,kâi,jvq,i,tnj,t-h)

1 + h ∑
j ) 1

NB

[(1 - fkjk)âk,jnj,t-h]

(4)

fi,j,k ) {( υk+1 - Vi,j

υk+1 - υk
) υk

Vi,j

υk e Vi,j < υk+1 k < NB

1 - fi,j,k-1 υk-1 < Vi,j < υk k > 1
1 Vi,j g υk k ) NB

0 all other cases
(5)
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The relatively small difference between the “Co+ce” and
“C/e only” distributions in Figure 2a indicates that evapora-
tion had a greater effect than did coagulation on the size
distribution in the grid cell of emission. Figure 2c shows that
150 m downwind, the effect of coagulation became dominant.
The figure shows the evolved size distribution 150 m (about
110 s) east of the freeway when condensation/evaporation
without coagulation (“C/e only”) and condensation/evapo-
ration with coagulation (“Co+ce”) were treated with different
values of the Hamaker constant (A) and fractal dimension
(Df). Without coagulation (“C/e only”), modeled evaporation
downwind created an unrealistically large 2-3-nm diameter
concentration peak. When Brownian coagulation was treated
without van der Waals forces or fractal geometry (A ) 0, Df

) 3), the evaporation peak decreased partly. When van der
Waals forces and fractal geometry were treated, the evapora-
tion peak decreased more, as expected from Figure 1.

A comparison of the base case in Figure 2c (A ) 200kBT
and Df ) 1.7 for particles >27 nm) with the observed 150-m
downwind distribution (Figure 4d of 3) suggests that evapo-
ration plus coagulation appears to explain a large portion of
the observed evolution over the observed time scale (a couple
of minutes between the source and downwind). Further, the
number of >6 nm particles in the “Co+c/e” base case and
the “C/e-only” case decreased by about 86% and 72%,
respectively, from 0 to 150 m downwind, which compares
with a measured decrease of 80-92% (3 (Figure 6)), suggesting
that the “Co+c/e” base case approximated the data from (3)
better than did the “C/e only” case.

Figure 3a shows that, when coagulation was treated
without evaporation, particle number concentrations de-
creased with increasing distance downwind, but only by 7.9%,
compared with by 28.3% when coagulation was treated with
evaporation. Thus, evaporation enhanced the coagulation
loss rate of particle number by a factor of 3.6.

Figure 3b compares 150-m results when the LVLMV
surrogate comprised 15% versus 1% of organic gas+particle
emission. The 15% case reduced the <5-nm mode and

increased the >20-nm mode only marginally in the absence
of coagulation. Since the 15% LVLMV emission rate is much
higher than measured (∼0.5%, 7) and had a small effect,
condensation appears unlikely to account for the observed
evolution.

Another possible explanation of the reduction in the small
mode is complete evaporation of small particles. However,
in the c/e-only cases in Figure 3b, no more than 25% of
particles evaporated completely. When coagulation was
combined with evaporation, at most 14% of particles
evaporated completely.

A further explanation could be that faster diffusion of
small particles enhanced their dilution relative to large
particles. While true, the diffusion coefficient of even a 1-nm
particle is too small to affect its dilution relative to a large
particle over the spatial and temporal scale considered. This
was found analytically and with the 3-D model.

Discussion
To test the relative effects of coagulation versus condensation/
evaporation further, particle size distribution measurements
were taken with an engine exhaust particle sizer (EEPS)
instrument (44) at different distances along Kalder Road
perpendicular to and downwind of Interstate 94 in Minnesota
on October 6, 2004. The traffic flow rate was approximately
15-45 vehicles per minute and the temperature was 26 °C.

Some uncertainties in the measurements included in-
strument calibration uncertainty and unsteadiness in the
roadway source. The instruments were not calibrated for
this test sequence but relative instrument performance was
evaluated on the day of the field experiment. The responses
of three instruments, the EEPS, a long-column SMPS, and
a 3025 condensation particle counter (CPC), to polydisperse
dioctylsebacate (DOS) aerosol particles with nominal mean
diameters of 50 nm gave agreement of better than 20% on
total integrated number. The integrated number response
of the EEPS and the 3025 CPC to sub-10-nm nucleation mode
diesel aerosols gave agreement of better than 10%. The
unsteadiness of the source was assessed by comparing four
consecutive measurements of total number as a function of
distance from the roadway. Each traverse moved from 310
to 30 m from the roadway centerline and required ap-
proximately 8 min. The 4 traverses fitted an exponential decay
function of N ) 20 000 + 98 000exp(-D/92), where N is
number concentration (particles cm-3) and D (m) is distance
from the roadway centerline, with an average root-mean-
square error of 16%. Departures from the trendline were small
compared with the clear pattern of decay with distance. Figure
4a shows the composite-average EEPS-measured size dis-
tribution at different distances from the freeway, used for
comparison in this study.

Three-dimensional model simulations with the same grid
dimensions and spacing as in the Los Angeles case were run
in an effort to simulate the measurements. The shapes of the
emission size distributions for BC, organics, and sulfuric acid
particle components were assumed to be the same as in the
Los Angeles case. The fractionation of organics was assumed
to be the same as well. The total particle mass emission rate,
though, differed proportionally to the difference in the traffic
flow rate. The LVLMV surrogate comprised 1% of organic
gas and particle emission. Modeled winds were west to east.

Figure 4b and c show the modeled particle size distribution
at nearly the same distances from the freeway along Kalder
Road as in the measurements, when both coagulation and
condensation/evaporation were accounted for (Figure 4b)
and when coagulation but no condensation/evaporation was
accounted for (Figure 4c). A comparison of Figure 4b and c
with a indicates that the measured particle evolution
downwind was modeled significantly better when coagulation

FIGURE 3. (a) Comparison of model results at the source, 60 m east
of the source, and 150 m teast of the source when neither coagulation
nor condensation/evaporation were treated (“No co or c/e”) with
those when coagulation only (“Co only”) was treated (A/kBT ) 200
and Df ) 1.7 above 27 nm and ) 3 below 27 nm). These results can
be compared with those from Figure 2a and c. (b) Sensitivity of the
result in Figure 2c to the percent LVLMV emitted. In the base case,
LVLMV comprised 1% of total gas and particle emission. In the
sensitivity case, it comprised 15%. The base case results are shown
for reference.
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was combined with evaporation than when coagulation alone
was treated.

Figure 4d compares the modeled size distributions 225
m downwind when either no coagulation or condensation/
evaporation was treated, both coagulation and condensation
were treated, coagulation only was treated, and condensa-
tion/evaporation only were treated. The figure indicates that
dilution (no coagulation or condensation/evaporation) and
coagulation alone could not account for the observed peak
(straight dashed line). Condensation/evaporation alone
(almost exclusively evaporation) resulted in a reasonable
result above 5 nm, but certainly an overestimate below 5 nm
since coagulation occurs for those sizes. On the basis of this
result, condensation/evaporation alone did not appear to
explain the particle evolution and (b) condensation (or

recondensation of evaporated organics) following initial
dilution of the hot exhaust appeared to play little role in
particle evolution relative to evaporation. If condensation
were important, it would have shifted the size distribution
significantly to the right, worsening the comparison with
data.

An additional factor yet to be considered is that puffs of
emitted particles may remain isolated temporarily downwind,
enhancing coagulation within them. Very fast response
instruments such as the EEPS (response time <1 s) are needed
to detect such microstructure in a roadway plume. To test
this, the ratio of the RMS to linear time-averaged total
measured number concentration was calculated. The ratio
decreased from 1.3 to 1.4 near the interstate to unity about
225 m downwind, suggesting that isolated puffs existed and
gradually merged downwind. Whereas, the resulting coagu-
lation enhancement alone appeared too small to explain the
rapid loss of the small mode downwind, the result suggests
microstructure may play a role in particle evolution. An even
faster-response instrument, not yet available, may show a
greater enhancement.

In sum, this paper draws two major conclusions: (1)
evaporation enhances the rate of coagulation, and (2) this
factor may have an important effect on the near-source
evolution of the particle size distribution under several
conditions. The first conclusion appears certain based on
Figure 1 and the physical laws governing the rate of
coagulation due to Brownian motion. The second conclusion
is less certain but appears to be supported in this study based
on a comparison of model results with two independent sets
of field measurements. The second conclusion depends on
temperature, which affects vapor pressures and, thus, rates
of evaporation. In cold air (e.g., at night), the effect is expected
to be weaker than during the day. The effect also depends
on particle concentration, since the coagulation rate is
proportional to the product of two number concentrations.
This study also finds that neither coagulation alone, con-
densation/evaporation alone, complete evaporation, nor
preferential small-particle diffusion appear to account for
observed particle evolution, as determined by comparing
model results with data from two independent datasets. By
contrast, the shedding of <C24 organics from small par-
ticles appears to result in an order-of-magnitude increase
in Brownian coagulation, and this increase is enhanced
further by van der Waals forces and collision with larger
fractals.

Major uncertainties in this study are the specific chemicals
and their physical properties in exhaust nanoparticles, the
emission rates of the chemicals as a function of size, and the
extent to which subgrid puffs of pollutants enhance coagu-
lation rates over rates calculated at the grid scale. On the
basis of data gathered here, enhanced coagulation in isolated
puffs may affect evolution. To verify further the extent to
which enhanced coagulation due to evaporation may affect
particle evolution, more resolved measurements of organic
particle composition and particle size distributions between
a roadway and 30 m downwind would be useful, since it is
expected that many changes occur close to the road. In
additional, a higher-resolution numerical study to examine
the effect of emission puffs would be useful.
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FIGURE 4. (a) Composite-average particle size distributions from
several measurements by an EEPS instrument along Calder road at
different distances downwind from Interstate 94, Minnesota. (b)
Three-dimensional modeled size distributions at different distances
from the highway when coagulation and condensation/evaporation
(“Co+c/e”) were treated. (c) Same as (b) but when coagulation but
no condensation/evaporation was treated (“Co only”). (d) Comparison
of modeled size distributions 225 m from the interstate when no
coagulation or condensation/evaporation was treated (“No co or
c/e”), both coagulation and condensation were treated (“Co+c/e),
coagulation only was treated (“Co only”), and condensation/
evaporation only (“C/e only”) was treated. The horizontal line in all
figures denotes the peak of the measured size distribution at 6.04
nm diameter, 225 downwind, for reference.
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