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• Generally, the VIA community is not focused on scenarios:  
–  VIA research usually starts with attention to: 

•  (traditionally) Sensitivities of systems to changes in parameters 

•  (increasingly) Responses of systems to a range of possible changes:  associated with risk management 
strategies 

–  It tends to see scenarios as only one of a number of possible starting points for 
VIA research: 
•  Useful to frame VIA issues, not not generally used to define parameters for VIA research 

•  Useful as a foundation for developing consistent quantitative projections that provide useful qualitative 
insights, but extensively used in only a few sectors (mainly those relatively modeling-oriented) 

–  Climate and socioeconomic scenarios, viewed together, are of potential interest to 
VIA for framings and insights about:  vulnerabilities to climate change impacts 
(nature and possible magnitudes of multiple stressors), adaptive capacities for 
responding to vulnerabilities and impacts (ranges of possible impacts, multiple 
stressors again), and risk management strategies (near and longer-term) 
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•  Socioeconomic scenarios/narratives/pathways are potentially of 
interest for:  
•  Informing research on vulnerabilities, e.g.: 
–  Population distributions relative to especially vulnerable areas 
–  Insights about multiple stressors and their interactions:  e.g., changes in temperature and/

or precipitation extremes as they interact with climate-sensitive economic sectors; locations 
of human activities relative to intensities and locations of extreme weather events; sea-level 
rise in geologic and socioeconomic context – affected  by trends in economic growth, 
demographics, land use, technological development, institutional change 

•  Informing research on adaptive capacities, e.g.: changes in dimensions of 
coping capacity such as wealth and governance 

•  Informing research on risk management strategies, e.g.:  integrated with 
climate change scenarios, possible needs for tranformational adaptation 
rather than incremental adaptation – tipping points? 
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•  Socioeconomic scenarios/narratives/pathways are most likely to 
be valuable if:  
– They combine the best available quantitative projections of variables of interest 

(e.g., economic and demographic change) with alternative possible futures for 
dimensions that are difficult to quantify (e.g., governance, social attitudes/values) 
– note that projections of many variables beyond a few decades are not easy to 
find, and some variables (such as land use and technological transformations) are 
not projected very far into the future 

– They arise from interactions between the communities, including bottom-up 
perspectives from VIA communities in developing regions, rather than being 
delivered top-down as boundary conditions – the VIA community is deeply 
resistant to a linear process of socioeconomic pathway development which engages 
them only in the latter stages 

– They combine broad shared representative pathways for global change with 
regional perspectives about pathways of most interest for their contexts -- 
interactively 


