
To enhance the interface magnetization
without sacrificing the ferromagnetic and me-
tallic characters in the film, we propose the
compositionally graded LSMO interfaces,
where the bulk LSMO electrode has the optimal
doping level of x � 0.4, and x decreases grad-
ually to 0 toward the insulating layer. This idea
bears some analogy to the procedure to improve
the superconductivity grain boundary junction
(17), in which partial Ca substitution on Y sites
in YBa2Cu3O7-x enhances the critical supercur-
rent density (Jc), but at the same time suppress-
es Tc. In our study, the doping profile was
controlled on an atomic scale. The 2-u.c. layer
of LaMnO3 (LMO) was inserted as a locally
underdoped layer between STO (5 u.c.) and
LSMO (x � 0.4; 300 u.c.) layers (Fig. 1A,
right). We anticipated that the LMO layer,
which is originally an antiferromagnet with
TN � 140 K, should be hole-donated by
LSMO(0.4) and STO layers and hence can
compensate for the interface effects. This com-
positionally modulated interface shows large
MSHG and NOMOKE, which exceed by far
the STO/LSMO direct interface and are com-
parable to those of the LAO/LSMO interface
(Fig. 2B). In accord with this observation, the
spin-tunnel junction equipped with such an
atomically engineered interface, [LSMO(0.4)/
LMO (2 u.c.)]/STO (2 nm)/[LMO (2 u.c.)/
LSMO(0.4)], shows an improved (comparable)

device performance as compared with the
direct-interface junction, LSMO/STO/LSMO
(LSMO/LAO/LSMO) (13). As shown in Fig. 3,
Mint for this STO/LMO/LSMO interface is al-
most H-independent above 0.1 T, thus confirm-
ing that the nearly bulk-like ferromagnetism is
maintained even in the vicinity of STO. The
normalized Mint(T) value of STO/LMO/LSMO
reaches 0.5 at 250 K, which is close to a value
(0.7) for normalized magnetization of bulk film
at the same temperature and is much larger than
the value (�0.2) for the direct interface of
STO/LSMO (x � 0.4).
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Real-Space Observation of
Molecular Motion Induced by
Femtosecond Laser Pulses

Ludwig Bartels,1 Feng Wang,2 Dietmar Möller,2 Ernst Knoesel,3

Tony F. Heinz2*

Femtosecond laser irradiation is used to excite adsorbed CO molecules on a
Cu(110) surface; the ensuing motion of individual molecules across the surface
is characterized on a site-to-site basis by in situ scanning tunneling microscopy.
Adsorbate motion both along and perpendicular to the rows of the Cu(110)
surface occurs readily, in marked contrast to the behavior seen for equilibrium
diffusion processes. The experimental findings for the probability and direction
of the molecular motion can be understood as a manifestation of strong
coupling between the adsorbates’ lateral degrees of freedom and the substrate
electronic excitation produced by the femtosecond laser radiation.

Scanning tunneling microscopy (STM),
through its direct imaging on the atomic
length scale, has dramatically advanced our
ability to probe the geometric and electronic
structure of surfaces. The introduction of
variable temperature STM has further en-
abled researchers to follow atomic motion on
surfaces in real time. Although this capability
permits the examination of processes on the
millisecond time scale, the inherent charac-
teristics of STM imply that new approaches
are required to reach the intrinsic time scale
of atomic motion, which is in the pico- to
femtosecond range.

Several researchers have explored gating
and correlation techniques to improve the
time resolution of STM measurements (1–3),
but their focus has been on electron dynamics
rather than on the nuclear motion that corre-
sponds to chemical processes. In a separate
line of research, the utility of femtosecond
laser radiation to induce surface chemical
reactions and to clarify rates of energy
transfer and nuclear motion has been dem-
onstrated (4–14 ). Although they access the
ultrafast dynamics of surface reactions,
these methods do not provide the direct
real-space imaging of STM.

We describe here the successful combina-
tion of the atomic-scale spatial resolution
provided by STM with ultrafast surface dy-
namics driven by femtosecond laser excita-
tion. In this fashion, we are able to determine
the initial and final configurations of individ-
ual molecules undergoing nonequilibrium
surface diffusion induced by electronic exci-
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tation. Given the critical role that surface
diffusion plays in phenomena as varied as
crystal growth and catalytic activity of sur-
faces, many techniques have been applied to
probe the diffusion of adsorbed atoms and
molecules under equilibrium conditions (15,
16). By exciting the molecules electronically
rather than thermally, we can now examine
surface diffusion processes occurring under
nonequilibrium conditions on the ultrafast
time scale. The measurements, carried out on
the CO/Cu(110) system, reveal adsorbate
motion with different propensities for dis-
placement along and perpendicular to the
atomic rows of the surface compared with
those previously observed under conditions
of thermal equilibrium. The experimental re-
sults demonstrate the importance of the elec-
tronic adsorbate-substrate coupling for sur-
face migration, as well as the existence of
distinctive new surface phenomena on the
ultrafast time scale.

We chose the CO/Cu(110) system for study
because its equilibrium and dynamical properties
have been well characterized. CO adsorbs in a
molecular state at on-top sites of the Cu(110)
surface and is stable against thermal desorption
up to a temperature of �190 K (17). With the
use of STM imaging, Briner et al. (18) found
that thermally induced diffusion starts at temper-
atures around 40 K and proceeds exclusively
along the close-packed �11̄0� rows of the sub-
strate. Researchers have also recently investigat-
ed STM-induced lateral motion of adsorbed CO
(19–23). These measurements in the spatial do-
main have been complemented by experimental
investigations of femtosecond laser-induced pro-
cesses, including research on desorption (5, 7)
and adsorbate-substrate vibrational coupling
(24–27), as well as several related theoretical
studies (28–31). These experimental and theoret-
ical investigations have revealed the importance
of nonadiabatic coupling of the adsorbate to the
high electronic temperature of the substrate pro-
duced by femtosecond laser excitation.

During the experiment (32), the Cu(110)
sample was held at a temperature of 22 K,
well below the threshold for thermally driven
surface diffusion of CO. The CO coverage of
�0.01 monolayer permitted isolated mole-
cules to be studied. STM images were taken
at tunneling currents of �100 pA with a bias
of a few hundred millivolts. Under these
conditions, no STM-induced changes of the
CO-covered surface were observed. Laser ra-
diation was provided by a regeneratively am-
plified mode-locked Ti:sapphire laser. We
used the second harmonic of this source (405
nm) to irradiate the sample with 200-fs
laser pulses at a repetition rate of �1 kHz.

We recorded the positions of CO mole-
cules on the Cu(110) surface by STM before
and after irradiation by the laser and thereby
traced the motion of individual adsorbed mol-
ecules. Although conceptually simple, this
procedure requires careful consideration from
the experimental standpoint. The principal
complication is that the surface cannot be
irradiated with the STM tip in its tunneling
position because of thermal expansion.

The experimental approach adopted to cir-
cumvent this problem is sketched in Fig. 1. After
acquisition of an initial STM image, the tip is
quickly withdrawn from the substrate by �1 �m
with the vertical piezoelectric drive. With the tip
retracted, the surface is exposed to the fs-pulse
laser radiation. The STM tip is then allowed to
reapproach the surface. To use the STM to fol-
low atomic-scale motion, we must be able to
image precisely the same region of the surface.
Control experiments, as indicated in Fig. 2, A
and B, confirm this capability and verify that the
molecules retain exactly the same positions. In
contrast, Fig. 2, B and C, show STM images of
adsorbed CO molecules before and after expo-
sure to fs-pulse laser radiation. Because the prob-
ability of laser-induced events is low for a single
pulse, we typically applied 1000 or more pulses
between successive images. In our measure-
ments, a total of �3000 isolated molecules were

analyzed, half of them subject to laser irradiation
and half in control experiments.

Under irradiation by the femtosecond la-
ser pulses, we observed surface diffusion as
summarized in Fig. 3. In contrast to the ther-
mal behavior, adsorbate migration occurs
across the close-packed rows of the substrate
(in the �001� direction) as well as along
them (in the �11̄0� direction). Also in
marked distinction to conventional thermal
behavior, desorption occurs at a rate similar
to surface diffusion.

An important experimental issue concerns
the determination of the absorbed laser fluence,
which has been shown to be a critical experi-
mental parameter (4–13). The geometry of the
present experiment makes a direct determina-
tion of the absorbed fluence difficult: Even with
the STM tip retracted, we expect that its pres-
ence will alter the strength of the laser field at
the surface. We can, however, apply an internal
calibration scheme on the basis of the presence
of laser-induced CO desorption. To convert the
observed desorption rates into an absorbed flu-
ence, we apply the phenomenological model
developed by Struck et al. (7) for Cu(001), with
an adjustment to reflect the empirical Arrhenius
rate law for CO desorption from Cu(110). Giv-
en the sharp dependence of the desorption rate
on the absorbed laser fluence, we believe that
this procedure yields a relatively precise local
value of this parameter of 30 � 3 J/m2.

We now discuss the mechanism for fem-
tosecond laser-induced diffusion and the ori-
gin of the anomalous branching ratio for mo-
tion in the �11̄0� and �001� directions.
The absorbed laser radiation produces elec-
tron-hole pairs that thermalize rapidly to a
Fermi-Dirac distribution. However, this elec-
tronic temperature can far exceed that of the
phonons (25). To model this transient sub-
strate excitation, we have solved coupled dif-
fusion equations for the substrate electronic
and lattice temperatures at the surface (Fig. 4). A
transient electronic temperature approaching

Fig. 1. Overview of experi-
mental procedure. (A) Initially,
a molecularly resolved STM
image of the surface is ac-
quired. (B) The tip is retracted
to the limit of the feedback
loop, the vertical piezo is
switched to a high-voltage
supply, and the tip is retracted
more than 1 �m from the
sample. Laser radiation is then
applied. (C) The tip is brought
back toward the surface, and
the feedback loop becomes
operational. After creep com-
pensation, the surface is reap-
proached and stable tunneling
is achieved. Finally, we restart
the STM imaging. In the fol-
lowing control cycle, the en-
tire procedure is repeated without laser irradiation.
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3000 K is achieved for a time of �1 ps; heating
of the lattice also occurs, but the lattice only
reaches a temperature of 140 K in a trans-

ient of a few tens of picoseconds in duration.
With this description of the substrate ex-

citation, we first consider whether the ob-

served diffusion arises from a transient ther-
mal process associated with the (relatively)
slow equilibrium heating in the metal. With
the use of data from Briner et al. (18), we find
that the expected number of hops along the
atomic rows falls short by more than an order
of magnitude. Also, CO hopping across the
rows is negligible under conventional thermal
conditions and should, contrary to our exper-
imental findings, still be relatively minor for
transient thermal excitation. Further, a purely
thermal mechanism could not explain the
concurrent CO desorption process observed
under laser excitation.

These considerations strongly suggest that
an electronically driven process is responsi-
ble for the observed surface diffusion. Al-
though theoretical attention has focused
largely on the role of electronic temperature
in driving desorption processes, the notion of
electronic coupling to coordinates relevant
for lateral adsorbate motion is also inherent-
ly reasonable, because strong adsorbate-
substrate charge transfer is expected as the
adsorbate moves from one surface binding
site to the next. Indeed, in the calculations of
Kindt et al. (30), it was explicitly noted that
electronic coupling to modes other than the
molecule-surface vibration for CO/Cu(100)
should play an important role.

Here, we introduce a simple phenome-
nological model of such an electronically
driven diffusion process. With the use of
only parameters from the literature, we can
roughly reproduce the experimental rate for
diffusion along the atomic rows of the
Cu(110) surface and account for the anom-
alous behavior for diffusion across these
rows. Our starting point is the experimental
Arrhenius rate law reported by Briner et al.
(18) for CO diffusion along the �11̄0�
direction. We now, however, consider en-
ergy transfer separately from the electronic
and lattice degrees of freedom of the sub-
strate, following a model previously intro-
duced to examine coupling between the
substrate and adsorbate vibrations:

dUad/dt � (Uel – Uad)/�el � (Uph – Uad)/�ph

(1)

where Ux � hv/exp(hv/kTx – 1) denotes the
energy content of a harmonic oscillator corre-
sponding to the frustrated translational mode
(	 � 1.1 
 1012 s�1) at the specified temper-
ature Tx (where ad, el, and ph indicate the
adsorbate, electronic, and phonon degrees of
freedom, respectively) and h and k are the usual
Planck and Boltzmann constants. The coupling
parameters (�el � 5.1 ps and �ph � 4.2 ps) for
frustrated translational motion, which is as-
sumed to be the reaction coordinate for surface
diffusion, were obtained experimentally by
Germer et al. for the CO/Cu(001) system
(24, 25 ). Although we have included for

Fig. 2. Portion of STM images (1.00 V, 200
pA, and 50 Å by 25 Å) of CO molecules
(dark regions indicated by circles) on the
Cu(110) surface taken at high scan speed.
The rows of surface atoms along the �11̄0�
direction are highlighted on the basis of sep-
arate slow scans. The tip was removed and
reapproached without optical excitation be-
tween images (A) and (B). Although a slight
drift is seen, precisely the same region of the
surface has been found. Between images (B)
and (C), fs-pulse laser excitation was applied.
(C) has been numerically corrected for drift.
One adsorbed CO molecule (with an initial
position indicated by the dashed yellow cir-
cle) moved to a new position (red circle) one
site along the �11̄0� direction. The bright
spot in the bottom of the images is a metal
cluster that was deposited by controlled
tip-sample contact for tip preparation
and as a registry marker. Analysis of hun-
dreds of such images led to the data set
presented in this work.

Fig. 3. (A) Schematic representa-
tion of Cu(110) indicating the
crystallographic axis and inter-
atomic distances. (B) Summary
of experimental results of fs
laser-induced diffusion and de-
sorption for CO-Cu(110) mea-
sured with a total of �3000
adsorbed molecules. The ratio of
hopping across the close-packed
rows (�001�) to hopping along
the rows (�11̄0�) is 0.34.

Fig. 4. (A) Calculated temperature pro-
files for the substrate electrons (Tel) and
phonons (Tph), and the adsorbate frustrat-
ed translational mode (Tad) under laser
irradiation of the Cu(110) sample. A peak
electronic temperature Tel,max � 3000 K
is reached, in contrast to a peak phonon
temperature Tph,max � 140 K. (B) The
CO diffusion probability across the
close-packed rows (�001�) and along
the rows (�11̄0�) from the calculated
increase in the adsorbate temperature.
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completeness both electronic and phononic
couplings, the observed surface hopping is
driven by the high electronic temperature.

The predicted temperature of the trans-
lational degree of freedom of the adsorbed
CO molecules is shown in Fig. 4. We cal-
culate a hopping probability per laser pulse
of 2 
 10�6. Given the severe approxima-
tions in this treatment, the agreement with
the experimental result of 9 
 10�6

is satisfactory.
Can this analysis also explain the anoma-

lous behavior with respect to adsorbate mo-
tion perpendicular to the atomic rows? Here,
we cannot rely on an established Arrhenius
rate law; all we know is that measurable
hopping perpendicular to the atomic rows has
not been observed under conventional ther-
mal conditions. For purposes of a semiquan-
titative discussion, we assume that the lack of
thermal diffusion in the perpendicular direc-
tion is attributable primarily to a larger ener-
gy barrier associated with the increased hop-
ping distance to the next atom. Taking the
lack of thermal diffusion across the rows in
the measurements of Briner et al. (18) to
mean that it is at least three orders of magni-
tude less probable than diffusion along the
rows, we then deduced a minimum barrier
height of 128 meV for diffusion across the
rows, compared to a barrier of 97 meV for
motion along the rows. With this parameter,
our analysis of an electronically driven pro-
cess yields a branching ratio for diffusion
across the rows of 0.25. This value is com-
parable to our experimental finding of 0.34
but stands in sharp contrast to the equilibrium
behavior. The observed branching ratio re-
flects the relative insensitivity to barrier
heights of the electronically driven process.

These experiments show the possibility of
combining direct imaging of molecules by
STM with access to the ultrafast time scale by
femtosecond laser excitation. The extension
of these measurements to multiple-pulse laser
excitation should retain the atomic-scale spa-
tial resolution while providing further insight
into the temporal evolution of ultrafast
dynamical processes.
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Nanoparticles: Strained and Stiff
Benjamin Gilbert,1 Feng Huang,1 Hengzhong Zhang,1

Glenn A. Waychunas,2 Jillian F. Banfield1,2*

Nanoparticles may contain unusual forms of structural disorder that can sub-
stantially modify materials properties and thus cannot solely be considered as
small pieces of bulk material. We have developed a method to quantify
intermediate-range order in 3.4-nanometer-diameter zinc sulfide nanoparticles
and show that structural coherence is lost over distances beyond 2 nanometers.
The zinc-sulfur Einstein vibration frequency in the nanoparticles is substantially
higher than that in the bulk zinc sulfide, implying structural stiffening. This
cannot be explained by the observed 1% radial compression and must be
primarily due to inhomogeneous internal strain caused by competing relax-
ations from an irregular surface. The methods developed here are generally
applicable to the characterization of nanoscale solids, many of which may
exhibit complex disorder and strain.

The electronic properties of nanoparticles can
differ from those of their corresponding bulk
form due to confinement effects caused only
by their finite size, and because they are
structurally distinct. Quantum confinement is
the dominant size effect, and has been well
studied (1–6). Structural deviations in nano-
particles relative to bulk material are not well
understood because they are hard to resolve
experimentally (7). Consequently, theoretical
models of nanoparticles generally assume
they have bulklike interior structure (8).
Tight-binding calculations that optimized

nanoparticle structure, and assumed full the-
oretical passivation of surface anions, sug-
gested that surfaces of nanoparticles relax in
a manner comparable to that of bulk surfaces
(9). However, classical and quantum molec-
ular dynamics simulations have indicated that
disorder may pervade throughout nanopar-
ticles (10, 11). We previously showed that
nanoparticles can undergo substantial trans-
formation in structure at low temperature,
driven by surface interactions, indicating that
internal strain depends upon the nature of the
surroundings as well as size (12). However, a
detailed description of the strain within nano-
particles has not been experimentally ob-
tained. We combine pair distribution function
and extended x-ray absorption fine structure
(EXAFS) analyses to quantify the structural
distortion within mercaptoethanol-coated
zinc sulfide (ZnS) nanoparticles and the con-
sequent changes in lattice dynamics.

1Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 94720,
USA. 2Earth Sciences Division, Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Lab, One Cyclotron Road, Berkeley, CA 94720,
USA.

*To whom correspondence should be addressed. E-
mail: jill@eps.berkeley.edu

R E P O R T S

www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL 305 30 JULY 2004 651



DOI: 10.1126/science.1099770
, 648 (2004);305 Science

 et al.Ludwig Bartels
Femtosecond Laser Pulses
Real-Space Observation of Molecular Motion Induced by

 This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only.

 clicking here.colleagues, clients, or customers by 
, you can order high-quality copies for yourIf you wish to distribute this article to others

 
 here.following the guidelines 

 can be obtained byPermission to republish or repurpose articles or portions of articles

 
 ): November 12, 2015 www.sciencemag.org (this information is current as of

The following resources related to this article are available online at

 http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html
version of this article at: 

including high-resolution figures, can be found in the onlineUpdated information and services, 

 http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html#ref-list-1
, 6 of which can be accessed free:cites 31 articlesThis article 

55 article(s) on the ISI Web of Sciencecited by This article has been 

 http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html#related-urls
4 articles hosted by HighWire Press; see:cited by This article has been 

 http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/collection/chemistry
Chemistry

subject collections:This article appears in the following 

registered trademark of AAAS. 
 is aScience2004 by the American Association for the Advancement of Science; all rights reserved. The title 

CopyrightAmerican Association for the Advancement of Science, 1200 New York Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20005. 
(print ISSN 0036-8075; online ISSN 1095-9203) is published weekly, except the last week in December, by theScience 

 o
n 

N
ov

em
be

r 
12

, 2
01

5
w

w
w

.s
ci

en
ce

m
ag

.o
rg

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

fr
om

 

http://www.sciencemag.org/about/permissions.dtl
http://www.sciencemag.org/about/permissions.dtl
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html#ref-list-1
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/305/5684/648.full.html#related-urls
http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/collection/chemistry
http://www.sciencemag.org/

