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ROBERT V. OAKFORD
(19182008)
Robert V. Oakford, Professor Emeritus of Industrial Engineering and Engineering
Management, passed away on February 11, 2008.
In the 50s and 60s, Bob was a specialist in the then‐emerging field of electronic data
processing; he also performed significant research on capital budgeting, engineering
economy and flexible school scheduling. He was a co‐director of the Stanford High School
Flexible Scheduling Project, and he wrote several papers on school scheduling. Bob also
published extensively on capital budgeting and engineering economy. He authored or co‐
authored four books in his professional field. In addition to the monograph, Capital
Budgeting, he wrote An Introduction to BALGOL, and Introduction to Electronic Data
Processing Equipment. With Lincoln Moses he wrote Tables of Random Permutations.
Bob earned two degrees at Stanford: a BS in mechanical engineering with great
distinction in 1940 and a MS in 1956 in mathematics. As an undergraduate in the late 30s,
Bob played varsity basketball on the team that included the All‐American Hank Luisetti.
Bob was involved with the process of identifying a sculptor, obtaining the necessary
approvals, and securing funding for a major contribution for the Luisetti statue that stands
in Maples Pavilion.
Before joining the Stanford faculty Bob was a stress analyst with Northrop Aircraft,
secretary‐treasurer of the Oakford Gas & Appliance Corporation and an engineer for the
federal government. He taught at Stanford from 1955 to 1978.
Bob was a most pleasant and thoughtful colleague, always with a smile on his face.
He was a superb mentor who, with wit and wisdom, had a great ability to think through
complex issues. Bob enjoyed playing basketball and tennis for most of his life.
Bob’s survivors include his wife, Janet; and two stepsons, Donald Smith and Steven
Smith. Bob’s son, Fred, '71, predeceased him.
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