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Identify articles to abstract in the journals you have been assigned.  Try to pick things that the group (or 
specific subgroups) would like to read or should be aware of.  Th is does not need to be limited to chemistry!  If you 
encounter interesting pieces of media elsewhere (The Economist being a recent example) don't hesitate to let the 
group know. If you are splitting a journal with another group member, talk with him/her to  be sure you are not 
reviewing redundantly. If you are not able to cover your journal for some reason, get someone to cover it for you —as 
if it were your group job. 
 
Create an Abstract  
 Abstract submissions are usually prepared using ChemDraw. The editors  of the Lit Review strongly 
encourage the copying of graphical material from PDF files and wish to point out the following.  Graphics stored in 
PDF files are typically of postscript or >300 dpi quality.  When an image is copied into a ChemDraw document, a 
screen snapshot is taken, and the image is captured at the present screen resolution.  If the PDF file is being viewed 
zoomed-in, this typically results in the transfer of a high quality image.  If the PDF is being viewed zoomed -out, a low 
quality image typically results. Text can be copied from a PDF file and pasted as text using the text select or column 
select tool.  Once pasted, this text behaves as if it were input from the keyboard.  
 Include a brief textual summary of the article; an example of a com pleted abstract is shown below.  The list 
of topics and subgroups on the right is useful to highlight which subgroups should pay attention to your abstract and 
roughly what kind of chemistry the article contains.   

Please email the files to jmattler@stanford.edu.  Late abstracts will be included in the Lit Review for the 
following month.  

 
 

 
    DON’T BE A MOOK! 

 
Lit Review MOOKS include those who:  
- fail to submit their abstracts in a timely fashion (or at all), or  

- claim there was nothing to abstract in JACS, JOC, Org. Lett., etc. 
Penalties for being a Lit Review MOOK:   
- You will not receive a printed copy of the Lit Review. 

- You will get last choice when it’s time to pick new journals.  

- We will crack your corn (clean in half)  
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