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Know what types of assistive
technology exist.
There are many different types of assistive

technology devices and equipment

designed to help assist individuals with

disabilities. Some of these include man

ual and power heeichais,ergonomic

computer keyboards, mice and trackbalis,

screen magnifiers, hearing aids, reading

machines, communication devices, orthot

ics, portable ramps, prosthetics, Braille, etc.

Know who you are working
with. Understand the role
of an Assistive Technology
Professional (ATP).
A trained assistive technology professional

analyzes the needs of individuals with dis

abilities, assists in the selection of the ap

propriate device or equipment, and trains

the consumer individual on how to prop

erly use the specific device or equipment.

Unfortunately, there are people who are in

the business to sell medical equipment that

may be less than ethical or knowledgeable

and can offer incorrect advice.

Look for an Assistive Technology
Professional who is certified.
RESNA’s ATP Certification recognizes

professionals who have reached an inter

nationally accepted standard of knowledge

in assistive technology. An ATP certified

professional takes a holistic approach to

every situation, assessing your stuation

and influences, and then determining what

equipment will enable you to optimize

your life at home, school, work and in the

community. ATP5 must follow astrict

Standards of Practice and Code of Ethics,

helping to assure quality service and

consumer protection.

The certification process includes work/

education eligibility, the passing of a

200-item examination, and an on-going

commitment to practice at the highest

ethical standard in the field of assistive

technology.

Know where to find an RESNA
certified Assistive Technology
Professional.
Visit www.resna.org and click on

“Find a Certified AT Professional.” For

more information on assistive technol

ogy and Certified Assistive Technology

Professionals, contact your state’s

Assistive Technology Act programs

(www.ataporg.org) or the National Registry

of Rehabilitation Technology Suppliers

(www.NRRTs.org). You may also contact

your local center for independent living,

vocational rehabilitation agency, school

district, rehabilitation hospital, assistive

technology supplier or manufacturer and

ask to work with a RESNA certified

AT Professional.



About RESNA
RESNA (Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology

Society of North America) is a non-profit professional organization

whose members serve people with disabilities seeking technology
applications to maximize their ability to function in their environ

ment. RESNA’s membership consists of researchers, clinicians,

suppliers, manufacturers, consumers and educators who work in

nonprofit and for-profit companies. In addition to the ATP certifica

tion, RESNA also offers a Rehabilitation Engineering Technologist
(RET) certification for engineering professionals.

All members are dedicated to promoting the exchange of ideas and
information for the advancement of assistive technology.

For more information on the ATP certification, visit wwwresna.org.
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