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 The state of Louisiana, from whose rich field of scientific research he could not 

be lured either by money or high position, as well as the world of science, which 

proclaimed him one of its most able men, have lost, through death, Dr. James Nelson 

Gowanloch, veteran chief biologist of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries. Dr. Gowanloch expired at Baptist Hospital in New Orleans on Wednesday, 

May 28 at 12:45 p. m. He was 57 years old. Dr. Gowanloch, prominently known in 

national circles as a scientist and educator, was chief biologist of the state’s Wildlife and 

Fisheries commission, and its predecessor, the State Conservation department, since 

1931. He was born in Cypress River, Manitoba, Canada, on September 7, 1895. Dr. 

Gowanloch taught in four universities and colleges in the United States and Canada and 

conducted a number of extensive research programs in biology and zoology before 

accepting the appointment he held until his death. He began his career at the University 

of Manitoba at Winnipeg, Canada, as chief of the department of zoology. After holding 

this post for two years he became the assistant to the head of the graduate school of 

zoology at the University of Chicago. 

 From 1919 to 1920, he was a research assistant at the Hopkins Marine Station of 

Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif. He was professor of histology and embryology at 

Wabash college, Crawfordsville, Ind., from 1922 to 1923. And he served as associate 

professor of zoology and head of the department of biology at Dalhouse University, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, from 1923 to 1930. Dr. Gowanloch was also a member of a 12-

man Canadian board, whose duties were to administer four biological stations in Canada 

and oversee the duties of two employees in pure marine research and two others occupied 

in technological research of sport and commercial fisheries. 

 Among his other duties, he served as a special investigator for the government of 

the Dominion of Canada; research staff member of the New York Aquarium, and, as 

guest member of the Carnegie Institute, Washington, D. C., he conducted marine 



research in the marine laboratory in Dry Tortugas. 

 

 He was a vice-president of the Southern Association of Science and Industry; 

president of the National Shell Fisheries Association, and chairman of the Aquatic Use 

Committee of the North American Wildlife Conference, which includes the United 

States, Canada and Mexico. Dr. Gowanloch’s long service in Louisiana included 

specialized research on such matters as water pollution in both fresh and salt water; 

scientific direction of the program to control water hyacinth growth in the state, and 

numerous phases of marine research and investigation. 

 He was author of numerous scientific papers and bulletins, including a volume, 

“Fishes and Fishing in Louisiana,” which was selected by the library committee of 

the American Association for the Advancement of Science as one of seven volumes 

in the English language -in print or out- for their recommended reading list. For all his 

technical knowledge and technical ability, Dr. Gowanloch was noted as the “layman’s 

scientist”. It was his ability to break down the most rigid technical terms into “every day 

English” that made him popular with people desiring technical knowledge but 

handicapped by lack of technical education. His ability in the field of commercial fish 

drew to him many offers from foreign governments. These offers only confirmed his 

standing as an outstanding scientist. He would tell them all that he had found the greatest 

field for research in Louisiana, and had no desire to leave so rich a state for biological 

studies. Dr. Gowanloch will be sorely missed— especially by his personal friends—for 

his ability in his field, which he followed so sincerely to his death, despite the loss of 

the opportunity for great personal gain to himself. And he will be equally as sorely 

missed by his associates in the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, for, as one 

explained, the department can get another biologist but it can’t get another Dr. 

Gowanloch. 
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