SHINTO: Handout #2

Reischuaer Scholars Program

Directions: Answer the following questions after reading Handout #1 and viewing the lecture on Shinto by Professor George Tanabe. E-mail the answers to Handout #2 to waka@stanford.edu prior to end of day Sunday, February 13. When finished, proceed to Lesson #2, Buddhism.

______________________________________________________________________________
1. What do the stories about Izanami and Izanagi, Amaterasu and Susa Noo tell us about Japanese society? Give examples to support your views.

2. In your handout, Shinto is described as asserting “the basic goodness of human nature and of the world.” What aspects of Shinto support this claim? Does Shinto accept all of “nature”? Explain your answer.

3. As a religion, what does Shinto value/not value? 

4. What themes arise from the stories of Izanami and Izanagi and Amaterasu and Susa Noo? How are these themes different from/similar to themes of other religions?

5. According to your handouts and the lecture, what was the Confucian idea regarding who should rule? In contrast, what were the ideas behind who should rule in Japan? In what ways has Confucianism influenced Shinto?

6. How has Shinto influenced politics throughout Japan’s history?
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