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The story behind the Ford circles
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ABSTRACT:

The Ford circles are a beautiful geometric configuration obtained from a pair of equal circles, tangent
to each other and the x-axis, by recursively inserting circles tangent to the x-axis and to circles
constructed previously. The circles are also interesting because of their points of contact with the x-
axis, the so-called Farey fractions. This talk will describe the surprising history of Farey fractions and
the Ford circles, and the way in which they are brought together by the geometry of complex numbers.
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