
KEESING'S CONTE 

A. GABOON. - Abortive m t a r y  Coup. - Inter- 
vention by French Forces. - General Elections. 

President L h n  Mba of Gaboon was arrested in LibreviIle 
the capital) on the night of Feb. 17-18 and compelled to 

ign by a " revolutionary committee " led by four junior 

" Provisional Government " under M. Mba's 
rival, M. Jean-Hilaire Aubame. On the same 

, Bkench troop reinforcements began to arrive in 
air from their bases a t  Dakar (Senegal) and 
ongo), and on Feb. 19 these troops, acting as 
forces " under the F'ranco-Gabonese defence 

agreements, put down the rising. President Mba resumed 
power in the capital on Feb. 20. 
-   he abortive coup followed developments since the beginning 
of 1968 tending towards the establishment of a virtual one- 
party system under hesident Mba's leadership, and culmi- 
nating in M. Mba's decision on Jan. 21, 19M, to dissolve the 
existing National Assembly and hold new elections on Web. 28. 

The general elections of February 1961 had been won by a 
aingle joint list of candidates put forward by M. Mba's majority 
Bloc Ddmmrai- Qabbnais and M. Aubame's Un$m Ddmmrab4qm 
Et SodaEe Ckbonaise [see 18150 B1. In Febmary 1963, h o m e r ,  
M. Mba had reshuffled his Cabinet, eliminating M. Aubame 
(hitherto F o r e b  Minister) and three other U.D.S.Q. members; 
the fifth U.D.S.Q. Minister remained in the Government, but 
joined the B.D.Q., while the only non-party Minister was also 
dropped. M. Aubame, who remained a member of the National 
Membly, waa subsequently appointed Preeident of the Supreme 

Towards the end of 1963 dMculties arose over a Qovernment 
propoaal to a t  deputies' salaries by 10 per cent and transfer the 
saving to the National Investment Fond ; on Dec. 20 the Assembly 
at  &st retused to approve the 1964 Budget but eventually withdrew 
its opposition after a personal intervention by F'resident Mba, 
who admonished the deputies for "resisting the public interest." 

President Mba dtssolved the National Bssembly on Jan. 21, 
1964, and announced that the new Assembly to be elected on 
Feb. 23 would be reduced to 47 deputies, compared with 67 in 
the old Chamber. It ww 'pBcially stated $ Libreville that the / President's action was an economy move. 

According to French press despatuhea, however, the dissolution 
deoiaion was widely believed to have been connected with an 
mu- attempt by members of M. Mba's party earlier in 
h e  month to remove M. Aubeme from the Assembly, by introducing 
a Bill making Assembb membership inoompatible with the post 
of president of the Supreme Court. M. Aubame, however, had 
chosen to resign hie Supreme Court appointment rather than his 
deputy's seat, and the Government was thought to have been 
further disooncerted by the relatively poor support which t.11e 
Bill received in the Aeaembly. 

M. Aubame's U.D.S.G. subsequently announced that it would 
not conteat the forthcoming eleation, and when the campaign 
ofacially ope* on Feb. 9 only a single B.D.Q. Ilst of candidates 
was nominated. Meanwhile President Mba had taken powers by 
decree to suspend or even dismiss civil servants, while the State 
radio laid growbg emphasis on the B.D.Q.'s preponderant role 
in the collntrg. 

The coup against President Mba was carried out by some 
160 men of the MO-strong Gabonese Army under three Army 
subalterns and aS&ndarmerie lieutenant. The rebels seized the 
presidential palace and other public buildings in the capital 
and arrested M. Mba, M. Louis Bigmann (an assistant 
secretary-general of the B.D.G. and president of the outgoing 
Assembly), members of their staffs, and two senior French 
officers serving with the Gabonese forces. After being induced 
to broadcast an announcement of his resignation, M. Mba, 
with M. Bigmann and other persons arrested, was transferred 
to an Army camp near Libreville. The rebels announced later 
in the day that M. Aubame had accepted the presidency of a 
" Provisional Government." 

A communiqu6 broadcast by the " revolutionary committee " 
on Beb. 18 referred to "the insecurity constituted by the re- 
police regime," the futility of the forthcorn+g elections, and the 
danger of " uncontrollable manifestations by the Opposition. 
It announced the dissolution of the Government and the arrest 
of President Mba and hls " acolytes " ; stated that civil liberties 
had been re-established and all political prisoners released; 
appealed for calm; i m t ~ c t e d  provincial oBciala to ensure public 
order in their e y e ;  and gave an assurance that existing under- 
takings toward8 individuals or groups of individuals" would be 
respected [an apparent reference to the extensive French investments 
in Gaboonl. 

According to later eyewitness accounts, the mutineers 
seized control of Libreville and the nearby military camps 
without incidents or bloodshed. Later they released all the 
prisoners in Libreville gaol, numbering over m, most of them 
ordinary criminals who wrecked the prison and then broke out 
into the town, looting a number of European shops. 

At about noon on Feb. 18, however, E'r 
from Brazzaville landed a t  Libreville, the 
to take any steps to block the runway ; 

troops " in the country. The Rrenc 
capital on the morning of Feb. 19 ; 
Gabonese Army ca~ta in  broadcast an 

returned to the 

palace. . . . They captured . . . 
and their principal ooUeagues. . . 

The b m h  forcea were given the miasion 
and security of the President of Gaboon, 
have carried out while doing everything 
loss of human life. The mutieem and 
surrendered by 6 p.m. today. They were 
by the population of Libreville. A8 soon 
has returned to the capital, the mission of 
have been completed." 

[The agreements mentioned in the 
on the achievement of Gaboon's in 

his Government's belief 
in the domestic affairs of 

affairs." 

he announced that a commission 
to assemble all the facts on the 
would be taken against " certai 
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