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Moroccan and Spanish statement.

Large–scale lighting between Spanish troops and Moroccan irregulars broke out on Nov. 23 when some 1,200 well–armed Moroccan nationalists attacked the small Spanish enclave of Ifni, in southern Morocco. According to Spanish and French reports, the attacks were launched by units of the former Moroccan "Liberation Army" which had not yet been incorporated in the Royal Moroccan Army; no Moroccan regular forces, were engaged, and the Moroccan Government disclaimed any responsibility for the events in Ifni. Throughout the period of the–fighting—the last week of November and the first week of December—the only statements issued on the Moroccan side came from the Rabat newspaper Al Alam, organ of the ruling Istiqlal Party. On the Spanish side, developments in Ifni were described in a series of communiqués issued from time to time in Madrid.

Strong forces of Moroccan irregulars—described by Al Alam as moujahidines ("–liberation fighters")—crossed the Ifni frontier at several points on Nov, 23 and attacked a number of Spanish outposts manned by small garrisons. Al Alam alleged that the Spanish authorities at Ifni had "provoked" the local inhabitants, that Spanish troops had attacked Moroccan frontier posts, and that French aircraft were supporting the Spanish forces—all these allegations being strongly denied in Madrid and Paris. During the next few days Al Alam claimed that the moujahidines had inflicted heavy casualties on Spanish troops and bad captured Sidi–Ifni, the capital of the enclave—a claim which was retracted, however, on Nov. 27 and which was subsequently shown to be completely untrue.

The first Spanish communiqué, issued in Madrid on Nov. 27 by the Ministry of War, said that for several months past armed bands of the so–called " Liberation Army' had crossed into Ifni and the Spanish Saharan territories with the aim" of fomenting unrest and disorder among the inhabitants. The Moroccan Government had been asked to impose its authority in the territories adjacent "to Spanish possessions by withdrawing the armed bands and replacing them by units of the Royal Moroccan Army. As no response had been made to this request, and because of the acts of terrorism and violence perpetrated by the armed bands against loyal inhabitants, it had been decided to reinforce the garrisons in Ifni and the Spanish Sahara. On Nov. 23 armed bonds had crossed the Ifni frontier in force and launched co–ordinated attacks on Spanish outposts after cutting the telephone–lines linking them to Sidi–Ifni. At the same time an attempted raid had been made on an arms dump at Sidi–Ifni. The Spanish garrison had reacted "promptly and energetically " and had inflicted heavy losses on the invaders—about 100 killed and wounded, against Spanish casualties of five killed and 34 wounded.

During the following week the Spanish garrison in Ifni—normally 2,000–3,000 men—was reinforced by same 10,000 troops from Spain and the Canary Islands, Including parachute troops. Three Spanish cruisers—the Canarias (10,000 tons), Miguel, de Cervanies (7,500 tons) and Mendez (4.500 tons)—were also sent to Ifni, while Spanish bombers based in the Canaries carried out a number of heavy bombing attacks on the invading forces. A second Spanish communiqué of Nov. 29 said that the situation was "developing favorably" that the security of Sidi–Ifni was "totally assured; and that military, naval and air reinforcements were assisting the local garrison to 'mop up" armed bands to various parts of the enclave. Claiming that "considerable losses." had been inflicted on the invaders, the communiqué said that several hundred Moroccan wounded were known to have arrived at hospitals at Agadir, Goulimine and Bou–Izakarn, in Moroccan territory. It was added that none of the prisoners in Spanish hands were natives of Ifni or the Spanish Sahara.

In different parts of the enclave small Spanish garrisons fought with great bravery for many days though heavily outnumbered by Moroccan Irregular forces. Some of the bitterest fighting occurred, at the frontier post of Tillouine (on the southern border of the enclave), whose garrison of 120 was incessantly attacked by Moroccan forces in greatly superior strength. Although the garrison was temporarily relieved by Spanish paratroops which fought their way inland over rough country, the post was eventually abandoned in order to reinforce the defensive perimeter covering Sidi–Infi, A correspondent of the Agence France–Press who visited the area reported on Dec. 5, that the post had been largely destroyed after a 14–day siege. Elsewhere in the enclave Spanish reinforcements relieved other Isolated garrisons who had been holding out for long periods—notably at Topirza (15 miles inland from Sidi–Ifni), which had been encircled by numerically superior Moroccan forces.

A Madrid commuiniqué of Dec.8 announced that the Spanish forces had defeated "every' co–ordinates enemy action" and were meeting and resistance, apart from hit–and–run attacks from isolated bands operating from rugged mountain terrain. It was admitted that a few frontier outposts—e.g. Tillouine—had been abandoned for defensive reasons and subsequently occupied by rebel forces, who had thus had an opportunity of announcing for propaganda purpose that they had captured the posts whereas in fact they had been voluntarily evacuated hours beforehand with all their, equipment and material. The communiqué added that, reinforceéments would remain in the enclave to "clear bandits out of all the villages and mountains Of Ifal until peace and order has been restored." Total Spanish casualties in the Ifni operations were given as 61 officers and men killed and 128 wounded. Moroccan casualties were estimated at Several hundreds to killed and wounded.

A Spanish naval squadron of two cruisers, four escort vessels and a submarine anchored on Dec. 7 off Agadir, in Moroccan waters, leading to a strong protest to Madrid. The Warships sailed for Ifni on the following day.

The Ifni enclave covers an area of 741 square miles and has about 35,000 inhabitants, the great majority of Moorish origin. It was ceded to Spain by Morocco in 1860, but the Spanish flog was not hoisted until 1934. The port of Sidi–Ifni is used by Spanish fishing vessels, but the territory has little economic significance nor any known economic resources.

Apart from Ifni the Spanish Saharan territories comprise three distinct but contiguous areas as shown on the accompanying map: (1) Spanish Southern Morocco, formerly administered as part of the Spanish protectorate in Morocco [i.e. the former Spanish zone, ceded to Morocco in 1956—sec 15110 A; 14947 A]; (2) Saguia el–Hamra; and (3) Riode Oro, the southern–most and largest territory of the Spanish Sahara. Elsewhere in West Africa, Spain possesses the small colony of Bio Muni, in the Congo, and the island of Fernando Poo, in the Gulf of Guinea.


The Ifni enclave and Spanish Saharan Territories. economist

Crown Prince Moulay Hassan, C.–in–C. of the Royal Moroccan Army, said in a broadcast on Nov. 28 that he had been " surprised " by the outbreak of lighting in Ifni; he alleged that Spanish aircraft had attacked the Agadir area and killed two women, and stated that instructions had been given to open fire on any foreign planes violating Moroccan air space.

In an Interview on Dec. 3 to a French press correspondent, the Crown Prince dented that the fighting had been started by the Moroccan "Liberation Army" and claimed that the attacks had been launched by Moroccan nationalists living to Ifni—the Ba Amrane tribe—who had been "provoked" by the delay to settling Morocco' claim to the enclave. He added: " If General Franco—in whoso word I have complete confidence—announces his intention to transfer [Spanish] Southern Morocco immediately to the Sherifian authorities, I undertake to appeal to the Ba Amrane to put their confidence to his Majesty and the [Meroccan] Government to settle their case through diplomatic) channels." On behalf of his father (King Mohammed V, who was then visiting the United States), the Crown Prince expressed the sovereign's "bitter regret" at the Ifni fighting and his confidence that a peaceful solution would be reached if Spain adhered to her undertakings.

King Mohammed V issued a statement in New York on Dec. 10 which, although making no direct reference to Ifni, accused Spain of resorting to "menaces and violent methods in order to preserve her domination over part of the Moroccan national territory." After saying that this could lead to "a deterioration of relations between Rabat and Madrid," the King added that Spain "appears to have abandoned peaceful methods and the search for solutions through friendly negotiation." He reiterated his Government's intention to do all in its power to ensure "the restoration of Morocco's natural and historic frontiers."

The Spanish Government issued a" statement on Dec. 6 saying that the restoration of effective control by the Royal Moroccan Army in the areas of Morocco adjacent to Spanish territories was a "prior condition" for any "present or future" discussions with the Moroccan Government on the Ifni question. As regards Southern Morocco, it was stated that Spain, in conformity with the declaration of April 7, 1956 (see 14857 B), had "not disputed" the integration of this area with Morocco; nevertheless, the Spanish Government would

be " lacking in its sense of international responsibility if it abandoned this zone to elements which do not give obedience to H.M. the King of Morocco." The statement went on to refer to the "Spanish territories in the Sahara in which the presence of Spain is reinforced by numerous international conventions which a friendly and neighbourly Morocco must undertake to, respect"—a phrase indicating that Spain intended to retain her sovereignty over Saguia el–Hamra and Rio de Cro.

Prior to the outbreak of fighting in Ifni, the Moroccan Government had announced on Oct. 16 that Spain was prepared, to transfer to Moroccan sovereignty the "southern territories" hitherto under her protection, No precise definition was given of the phrase" southern territories," but it was understood to refer to Spanish Southern Morocco (i.e. the area formerly administered as part of the Spanish protectorate) and not to Infi. The Spanish Government issued no statement on the matter.

King Mohammed V issued a royal decree on Nov. 12 establishing an Office for Saharan and Frontier Affairs in the Moroccan Ministry of the interior. It will be responsible for negotiations with France and Spain on Morocco's eastern and southern boundaries (which nave never been delimited by international agreement), and, will also have responsibility for oil and mineral exploitation in the Moroccan Saharan territories. M. Abdelkebir el–Fassi, the founder of the "Liberation Army," was appointed head of the new office.

M. el–Fassi and his cousin, M. Allel el–Fassi (the Istiglal leader), put forward in 1956 the concept of a " Greater Morocco" extending as far south as Senegal, and including all the Spanish Saharan territories as well as the French colony of Mauretania [see page 15110, second column.] 'Attempted justification for these claims was sought, in the fact that Moroccan political influence in the 17th century extended southwards as, far as Timbuctoo and other areas now forming part of French West Africa.—(A.B.C., Madrid – Le Monde –Le Figaro – Times) (Prev. rep. Spanish–Moroccan Relations, 15668 A; 15110 A; 14946 A; 14857 B.)
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