Issue Date: February 24, 1973
Pakistan:
Iraqi Weapons Seized; Other Developments

· Two Provincial Governors Ousted 

Pakistani police February 10 seized large quantities of arms and ammunition from the Iraqi embassy in Islamabad. The government declared after the raid that Iraqi Ambassador Hekmat Suleiman and an embassy attache were persona non grata. The government also said it would recall its ambassador to Iraq.

The weapons seized in the embassy included several hundred Soviet-made machine guns, 60,000 rounds of ammunition, incendiary hand grenades and guerrilla training equipment. The action followed repeated charges by Home Affairs Minister Khan Habibullah Khan that foreign arms were being smuggled into Pakistan.

The Pakistani government charged February 11 that the arms found in the Iraqi embassy had been meant for distribution among Baluchi rebels in Pakistan's Baluchistan Province and in neighboring Iran.

Before departing for Baghdad, Iraqi Ambassador Suleiman said at Karachi airport February 12 that the weapons discovered in his embassy "were not meant for use against Pakistan."

Governor Mustafa Khar of Punjab Province February 12 implicated the opposition National Awami party in the Iraqi embassy arms plot and ordered the party leaders in the province placed under house arrest. Khar said the party planned to provoke a clash between the two principal Moslem sects in Punjab in order to distract the country's attention from the arms discovery.

Two Provincial Governors Ousted

The National Awami party (NAP) link to the Iraqi arms scandal led to further repercussions as President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto February 15 dissolved the provincial government of Baluchistan and ordered the dismissal of Governors Mir Ghaus Bakhsh Bizenjo of Baluchistan and Arbab Sikander Khan Khalil of North-West Frontier Province. Both governors were members of NAP. The Baluchistan government had been ruled by a coalition of the NAP and the Moslem Jamaat-i-Islami party.

Bhutto appointed Sardar Akbar Khan Bughti governor of Baluchistan and Aslam Khattak governor of North-West Frontier. Khattak, an independent, was speaker of the provincial assembly.

The official reason given by Bhutto for the shakeup was Awami's failure to put down recent large-scale violence in Baluchistan.

The chief minister of North-West Frontier Province, Mualana Muft Mehmud, and 12 of his Cabinet ministers and advisers resigned February 15 in protest against the removal of the two governors.

Bughti January 23 had accused NAP of attempting to break up Pakistan and had earlier charged that the party was planning to import foreign arms to carry out its separation scheme. Bughti asserted that "with East Pakistan separated and phase one successfully completed, Baluchistan Governor Bizenjo and his company are waiting for the opportune time to go ahead with their nefarious plan to tear apart West Pakistan."
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