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U.S. carrier-based planes February 7 bombed and strafed the southern North Vietnamese military base of Donghoi (or Dong Hoi). South Vietnamese planes, escorted by U.S. jets, carried out a follow-up attack February 8 against the North Vietnamese military communications center in the Vinhlinh (or Vinh Linh) area. One U.S. plane was downed in the February 7 raid, and the pilot apparently was lost. In the 2d attack, a South Vietnamese pilot parachuted safely from his plane after it was hit by ground fire. [See 1965 Southeast Asia: Communist Infiltration Reported]

Both air strikes were in retaliation for a Viet Cong ground attack earlier February 7 on the U.S.' Camp Holloway airbase at Pleiku, 240 miles northeast of Saigon. 8 Americans were killed and 126 others wounded in a camp barracks in the Viet Cong attack. The Viet Cong also destroyed 9 helicopters and a transport plane and damaged 9-11 helicopters and 6 light observation planes. The guerrillas first carried out a 15-minute attack on the South Vietnamese army's II Corps headquarters near Pleiku and then infiltrated Camp Holloway, about a mile away. The guerrillas, numbering 36-50 men, were armed with mortars and hand grenades. Camp Holloway housed 4,300 U.S. and South Vietnamese troops.

The Viet Cong simultaneously attacked Tuyhoa (or Tuy Hoa), a II Corps area on the coast, and struck in the Nhatrang area, south of Tuyhoa. In the Tuyhoa raid, the guerrillas set fire to aviation gasoline tanks used by the Vietnamese air force at nearby Chapchai Airfield. In the Nhatrang raid, the Viet Cong set fire to several villages. The 3 coordinated assaults ended a 7-day truce the Viet Cong had declared in honor of the Lunar New Year. A Viet Cong mortar attack on the Soc Trang airbase, 100 miles southeast of Saigon, took place the night of February 7.

In another major assault directed at Americans, Viet Cong terrorists February 10 blew up a U.S. military barracks at Quinhon, about 75 miles east of Pleiku, by planting a 100-pound explosive charge under the building. About 40 servicemen were in the 4-story building, and at least 22 were killed. 2 of the terrorists were also found dead.

Immediately after the February 7 Viet Cong assaults, Ambassador Maxwell D. Taylor and other U.S. officials in Saigon had conferred with South Vietnamese leaders. All agreed on retaliatory measures against North Vietnam and submitted their recommendations to Washington. President Johnson held an emergency meeting (February 6 Washington time) with the National Security Council, and the air strikes against North Vietnam were approved. Mr. Johnson convened an NSC meeting again February 7 to hear the results of the raid.

A White House statement announcing the attacks said that the North Vietnamese "barracks and staging areas" hit by the U.S. planes had been, according to intelligence, "actively used by Hanoi for training and infiltration of Viet Cong personnel into South Vietnam." The air attacks, the statement said, were "in response to provocations ordered and directed by the Hanoi regime." Other points made by the White House: the Viet Cong's Pleiku attacks "were only made possible by the continuing infiltration of personnel and equipment from North Vietnam"; the U.S.' retaliatory air blow "was carefully limited to military areas which are supplying men and arms for attacks in South Vietnam"; the U.S. sought "no wider war. Whether or not this course can be maintained lies with the North Vietnamese aggressors"; "the key to the situation remains the cessation of infiltration from North Vietnam and the clear indication...that it is prepared to cease aggression against its neighbors."

President Johnson later February 7 ordered the evacuation of about 2,000 dependents of U.S. personnel in South Vietnam. In announcing this decision, the President said: "It has become clear that Hanoi has undertaken a more aggressive course of action.... We have no choice but to clear the decks and make absolutely clear our continued determination to back South Vietnam in its fight to maintain its independence."

Mr. Johnson also announced the dispatch to South Vietnam of a Hawk surface-to-air guided missile defense battalion. The unit arrived at the U.S. air base at Danang in northern South Vietnam February 8.

U.S. dependents began to be flown out of South Vietnam February 9.

McNamara Describes Attack

Defense Secretary Robert S. McNamara supplied details of the U.S. air strike at a news conference in Washington February 7. He said the raid was carried out by 49 fighters and fighter-bombers from the attack carriers Coral Sea and Hancock patrolling in the South China Sea, about 100 miles off the Vietnamese coast. McNamara said that other U.S. planes from the aircraft carrier Ranger and landbased U.S. and South Vietnamese aircraft did not reach the target area and were forced to turn back because of bad weather. McNamara said the airmen who had carried out their mission reported on their return "seeing heavy fires, heavy smoke and substantial damage to military targets in the target area." "One U.S. aircraft, an A-4 from the Coral Sea, was lost," McNamara said. 8 other jets were reported damaged.

In commenting on the Pleiku attack, McNamara said, "I don't believe it will ever be possible to protect our forces against sneak attacks of that kind."

State Undersecretary George W. Ball, who also was at the news conference, told reporters that the February 7 Viet Cong attacks were "a deliberate overt attempt by the regime in Hanoi to test the will of the South Vietnamese government...and of the government of the United States."

In response to a question, Ball discounted any significance to the fact that the retaliatory raids were carried out while McGeorge Bundy, special assistant to President Johnson, was in Saigon at the same time Soviet Premier Aleksei Kosygin was in Hanoi. (Bundy had arrived in Saigon February 4 to seek a reconciliation of South Vietnam's feuding political factions. Kosygin had arrived in North Vietnam February 6 for a week-long state visit.) Ball said the retaliatory strikes against North Vietnam were "directed at an incident which called for such a response, and it would have been the same whether Mr. Kosygin had not been in Hanoi or Mr. Bundy had not been in Saigon."

South Vietnamese Raid

Lieutenant General Nguyen Khanh, South Vietnamese armed forces commander, said in Saigon February 8 that 24 South Vietnamese air force planes had participated that day in the attack on the Vinhlinh area, just north of the South-North Vietnamese demilitarized area. Khanh said 70% of the targets had been destroyed. He said the planes had encountered strong anti-aircraft fire. Air Vice Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky, Vietnamese air force commander, was wounded in the arm when the plane in which he was leading the raid was hit by 4 bullets. The Vietnamese aircraft were escorted by a number of U.S. F-100 Supersaber jet fighters that provided protective cover and suppressive fire against enemy anti-aircraft, UPI reported.

In an apparent reference to the U.S. air attacks, President Johnson said in a brief address at a Boy Scout gathering February 8: "We love peace. We shall do all that we can to preserve it--for ourselves and for all mankind. But we love liberty the more, and we shall answer any threat, we shall pay any price to make certain that freedom shall not perish from this earth."

Hanoi's Version

North Vietnam claimed February 7 that its ground fire had shot down 4 U.S. planes during that day's U.S. raid on Donghoi "and damaged many others." Hanoi radio announced February 8 that 6 U.S. aircraft had been downed.

The North Vietnamese Defense Ministry's February 7 statement said that the U.S. jets, "coming in several waves from the sea," had bombed and strafed villages around Donghoi and had hit the Donghoi hospital and the area in front of the International Control Commission headquarters.

"Once again," the statement said, "the United States imperialists have brazenly violated the Geneva agreements on Vietnam, bringing about extremely dangerous consequences for peace and security in Indochina and Southeast Asia." The ministry charged that McGeorge Bundy's visit to Saigon "further exposes the sinister designs of the United States imperialists to intensify and expand their aggressive war in South Vietnam and to seek war with" North Vietnam.

UN Informed

U.S. Ambassador-to-UN Adlai Stevenson said February 7 in a letter to UN Security Council President Roger Seydoux of France that despite the American air attacks on North Vietnam, the U.S. had no intention of extending the war to the north. Demanding an end to North Vietnamese infiltration of South Vietnam, Stevenson said the U.S.' "objective is a peaceful settlement" of the crisis. "This," he emphasized, "would require both the self-restraint of the regime to the north and the presence of effective international peace-keeping machinery to make sure that promises are kept."

U.S. Policy

Democratic and Republican Congressional leaders February 8 voiced strong support of President Johnson's decision to order retaliatory air strikes against North Vietnam.

Senate majority leader Mike Mansfield (D., Montana) said: It was Mr. Johnson's aim "to achieve stability if possible so that the Vietnamese government can manage its own affairs within South Vietnam. I think he is proceeding cautiously and carefully, and he has a very full appreciation of all the elements involved in any move he directs."

Senate minority leader Everett M. Dirksen (R., Illinois) said that "if we hadn't given an adequate response, we might have given the impression we might pull out" of South Vietnam. Dirksen questioned whether a "let-down" in security at the U.S. airbase at Pleiku had been responsible for the success of the Viet Cong attack there.

The U.S. air strikes were assailed by Senators Wayne L. Morse (D., Oregon) and Ernest Gruening (D., Alaska), both bitter critics of the Administration's Vietnamese policy. Calling the attacks "a black page in American history," Morse suggested that "this threat to world peace" be negotiated at an international conference through the UN or the 1954 Geneva accords on Indochina. Gruening also proposed that the South Vietnamese war "be brought to the conference table, the sooner the better."

Ex-Vice President Richard M. Nixon declared February 10 that the U.S. strikes against North Vietnam were not sufficient response to Hanoi's aggression. He said U.S. planes and warships must bomb the Communist supply lines and bases in Vietnam "day by day, and for that matter, night by night." Conceding that this involved a risk, Nixon said "failing to do no more than we are doing will mean loss of the war" to "imperial communism." Nixon spoke at a Pennsylvania Republican Party fund-raising dinner in Philadelphia. [See 1965 Southeast Asia: Nixon Sees War Loss]

Soviet and Chinese Reaction

The first unofficial Soviet reaction to the U.S. air attacks on North Vietnam was broadcast February 7 by Moscow radio, which described the assault as a "large-scale provocation."

Communist China February 8 called the air strike an "extremely serious provocation by United States imperialism to extend the war to" North Vietnam "once again in defiance of world condemnation and in an effort to avert total defeat in South Vietnam." The Peiping statement said President Johnson was "the chief culprit of this act of war." China charged that the U.S.' announcement of the air strike "slandered the attacks" by the Viet Cong "on the United States aggressors as a 'more aggressive course of action' allegedly ordered by Hanoi against both South Vietnamese and American installations."

A Soviet government statement February 9 warned that in view of U.S. "military actions" against North Vietnam and the massing of "armed forces and weapons in South Vietnam," Moscow "will be forced, together with its friends and allies, to take further measures to safeguard the security and strengthen the defense capability" of North Vietnam.

A Chinese government statement February 9 called the U.S. raids an "undisguised war provocation" and said that China "will definitely not stand idly by." Hanoi, the statement added, had the "right of action to fight against U.S. aggression. As to how this right will be exercised, that is our affair."

The U.S. embassy in Moscow was subjected to a pre-arranged one-hour attack February 9 by 2,000 anti-American demonstrators led by Vietnamese and Chinese Communist students. The rioters, hurling rocks, bricks, ink bottles and chunks of ice, shattered 200 windows. The demonstrators posted placards on the building's railings denouncing the U.S. raids on North Vietnam and demanding American withdrawal from Vietnam. The embassy's Soviet guard, which had been reinforced by several hundred men 1/2 hour before the expected arrival of the students, did not interfere with the demonstrators.

U.S. Ambassador-to-USSR Foy D. Kohler lodged a strong protest with the Soviet government February 9, charging "inadequate police protection" and holding Moscow responsible for damages.

A U.S. State Department statement February 9 called the Soviet failure to protect the U.S. embassy an "outrage." "Here in the United States, we protect Soviet missions and other missions from this kind of outrage in accordance with international law and custom," the statement said. The protest was repeated to Soviet Ambassador Anatoly F. Dobrynin, who was called to the department.

A White House statement February 10 said President Johnson "takes a most serious view of the fact that police protection furnished" at the U.S. embassy "was wholly inadequate despite prior notification to the Soviet government of an impending demonstration." The statement said the U.S. "insist[ed] that its diplomatic establishments and personnel be given the protection...necessary for the conduct of diplomatic relations between states."

The Chinese Communist press agency Hsinhua reported February 9 that more than 2 million persons had demonstrated against the U.S. air strikes that day in Peiping, Shanghai, Canton and Nanking.

Other International Reaction

French Information Minister Alain Peyrefitte February 10 issued a statement saying that the French government desired an international accord that would end outside intervention in North and South Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia and bring independence and neutrality to those areas.

The statement, which followed a conference of French President Charles de Gaulle with his cabinet on the Vietnam situation, suggested that the 1954 Geneva conference on Indochina, of which Communist China was a member, be reconvened to negotiate a peace in South Vietnam. De Gaulle was said to be convinced that even if the U.S. employed more air and sea power, the war in South Vietnam could not possibly be won.

French officials had indicated February 8 that the increased pace of the war in Vietnam demonstrated the imperative need for negotiations with Peiping and North Vietnam to settle the conflict before it escalated into a wider war.

British Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart told the House of Commons February 8 that it would be impractical for Britain to initiate any steps to reconvene the 1954 Geneva conference to negotiate a settlement of the Vietnam crisis.

Although 50 Labor members of Parliament February 10 signed a motion urging Britain to initiate moves for a cease-fire and negotiated Vietnam political settlement, the Labor government held firm in supporting the U.S. policy in Vietnam, and the British Foreign Office declared that "the basis for such a conference [reconvening of Geneva conference to negotiate the Vietnam crisis] does not at this moment exist." The British government backed the U.S. view that there could be no negotiations while Communist attacks continued in South Vietnam.

The U.S. State Department February 10 said of de Gaulle's plan for reconvening the Geneva conference: "No purpose would be served until there is evidence that the Communists are willing to abide by previous commitments and leave their neighbors alone."

But Canadian Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson said February 10 that Canada would be willing to help set up an international conference on the Vietnam crisis.

Australian External Affairs Minister Paul M. C. Hasluck declared February 8 of the U.S.' bombing of North Vietnam: It would "hearten free countries of Asia to see this evidence of the continued determination of the United States to assist free people to defend their freedom and to maintain their independence."

Indian Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri said February 8 that he would write to President Johnson and Soviet Premier Aleksei N. Kosygin and urge that the 2 leaders meet promptly to attempt to maintain the peace in Southeast Asia. India's External Affairs Ministry then appealed for a "Geneva-type conference for Vietnam" as "essential for a peaceful and enduring solution to the problem."

Thailand Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman February 8 called the U.S.' bombing of North Vietnamese installations an "essential act of self-defense, an attempt to stop aggression and to prevent the expansion of the war by the Communists."

The Cuban government February 9, in an editorial in the Cuban newspaper Hoy, charged U.S. forces in Vietnam with genocide and aggression. It appealed for "active" unity among Communists to meet the threat.

1,000 demonstrators protesting the U.S. air strikes against North Vietnam stoned the U.S. embassy in Montevideo, Uruguay February 9.
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