August 1974 - GREECE 
Dispute with Turkey over Continental Shelf in Aegean Sea. 

The Androutsopoulos Government had been faced not only with the crisis in Cyprus but also with an impasse reached in a dispute which had arisen in March 1974 over the question of sovereignty over the continental shelf in the Aegean Sea, as a result of which beth Turkish and Greek armed forces were repeatedly placed on alert and naval units engaged in demonstrative exercises. 

The Greek Government took the view that the Aegean Sea was inside Greek territorial waters--many of Greece's islands lying only a few miles off Turkey's western coast--and that any attempt to intrude upon it constituted a violation of Greece's sovereign rights. The Turkish Government, on the other hand, rejected this claim and repeatedly expressed its readiness to negotiate an agreement with Greece to determine the two countries' respective rights in the Aegean. 

Under the 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf, signed by Greece in 1972 but not signed by Turkey, the boundary within which a State had exclusive rights to exploit mineral resources of its continental shelf might be determined, by States lying opposite to each other on the same shelf, either by mutual agreement or, failing such agreement, by the median line between the two shores. 

Mr. Androutsopoulos, then Greek Prime Minister, had announced in February that significant deposits of crude oil and natural gas had been discovered by the (U.S.) Oceanic Exploration Company near the Greek island of Thasos, in the northern Aegean. The Greek Government thereupon claimed all mineral rights in Greek territorial waters and on the continental shelf. 

Turkey had earlier granted the State-owned Turkish Petroleum Company (TPAO) exploration permits in the Aegean, and on Feb. 27 the Turkish Government had in a Note offered to negotiate with Greece on jurisdiction over the Aegean outside the two countries' territorial waters. In the absence of a Greek reply, the Turkish Government decided early in April to begin exploration work at 27 points in the Aegean outside Greek territorial waters. 

Greco-Turkish relations deteriorated further after an announcement in Athens on April 4, according to which Greek Air Force fighters had on March 28 intercepted Turkish bombers trying to "penetrate into Greek air space". 

The two sides repeatedly asserted their respective points of view in connexion with the Aegean dispute. 

Mr. Androutsopoulos declared on May 8 that, although Greece was dedicated to peace, she would" stand united to confront any danger or threat"; the discovery of oil deposits in the Aegean, he said, would make the Greek economy "almost self-sufficient", and a "cornerstone of Greek policy" was "the fundamental principle of the indivisibility of a country's territorial integrity, both continental and insular". 

Professor Turan Gunes, the Turkish Foreign Minister, said in the Senate in Ankara on May 9 that, although Turkey wanted to maintain friendly relations with Greece, she would "never allow the Aegean to become a Greek lake". 

Mr. Bulent Ecevit, the Turkish Prime Minister, announced on May 25 that the Greek Government had replied to the Turkish Note of Feb. 27 and expressed agreement to settle the Aegean dispute by direct negotiations. In his reply Mr. Spyridon Tetenes, the Greek Foreign Minister, stated that Greece did "not object to the demarcation of continental shelf boundaries between the two countries" on the basis of the 1958 Geneva Convention. 

On May 29 Professor Gunes announced that a naval survey vessel would carry out research on proposed oil drilling in the disputed waters; although the vessel would be escorted by warships, he said, this action was not intended to violate Greece's territorial integrity. 

On June 3 Professor Gunes declared that Turkey (which has a 12-mile territorial water limit in the Black Sea) would never accept the raising of the existing 6-mile limit in the Aegean to 12 miles, because this would make the Aegean Sea Greek territory. 

In its reply to the Greek Note received on May 25, the Turkish Government stated on Jane 4 that it wished to enter into negotiations "without preconditions" (i.e. without reference to the 1958 Convention, which it had not signed). 

The Greek Government sent a further Note to Turkey on June 14, protesting against official Turkish statements and the movements of the Turkish survey vessel which indicated that Turkey intended to explore Greece's continental shelf "without due authorization and in violation of international rules". 

Turkish-Greek relations were discussed at NATO meetings in Ottawa on June 20 by Professor Gunes and Mr. Tetenes, and in Brussels on June 25-26 between the two countries' Premiers and Foreign Ministers, but without any apparent progress, Mr. Ecevit stating on June 27 that Greece had rejected his proposals on the procedure for negotiations. 

According to press reports, Mr. Androutsopoulos had rejected a Turkish proposal for a declaration coupled with the creation of two high-level committees to discuss Jurisdiction over the continental shelf in the Aegean, and the status of Greek and Turkish minorities in the two countries, as well as Cyprus. The Greek view was that the disputes should be dealt with "through normal diplomatic channels". 

After the Turkish Government had on June 6 granted TPAO three licences to drill for oil between the Greek island of Limnos and two Turkish islands off the Dardanelles (Imroz and Bozcaada), Mr. Ecevit stated on June 27 that his Government would go ahead with its oil exploration programme, but would not follow "an aggressive policy in the military or non-military sense". On July 8 he again called for negotiations with Greece. 

Greco-Turkish relations deteriorated further on July 4 when the Turkish Government rejected a Greek request that it should recall its Press Attache in Athens because he had released a statement containing "anti-Greek remarks". The Press Attache left Greece on July 10 after being declared persona non grata for his alleged "inadmissible interference in Greece's internal affairs". 

The Turkish Government revealed on July 10 that it had rejected the Greek Note of June 14, and had reiterated that it was conducting research on what was, according to international law, its own continental shelf. 

On July 14 it was officially announced in Ankara that four three-year oil exploration permits had been granted to the (U.S.) Dorchester Gas Corporation, covering 174,000 hectares in the disputed Aegean. 

On July 17 the Turkish Government published a map according to which Turkey claimed sovereignty over the entire continental shelf east of the median line between Greece and Turkey, though the territorial water rights of Greek islands in this region would be respected (without their being entitled to parts of the continental shelf). 
