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Junta Cedes Power

Faced with the failure of its attempt to manipulate the Cyprus coup and take political control of the island, the military regime in Athens resigned July 23 after seven years of near-absolute power. The junta ceded power when it became clear that the Cyprus coup had brought the establishment of Turkish military forces on the island and that war with Turkey might result.

Immediately after consultation with civilian leaders, President Phaidon Gizikis summoned former Premier Constantine Caramanlis back to Athens from his self-imposed exile in Paris. [See 1974 Greek-Led Cyprus Rebels Overthrow Makarios Government...Greece, Turkey React] The first acts of the new civilian government were to recognize Archbishop Makarios as the president of Cyprus and to free political prisoners jailed by the military junta.

The junta's announcement of its resignation, broadcast at 7 p.m., July 23 said: "The Greek armed forces, in view of the situation in which the country finds itself, have decided to entrust a civilian government with the running of the country." The announcement was cheered by thousands of Greeks who flooded Athens streets with shouts of "Tonight Fascism dies!" One of the more popular phrases of the evening was: "For the first time we can thank the Turks for something."

The ruling junta had called a meeting of "national emergency" that afternoon with civilian and political leaders to discuss the political crisis. Among those attending the meeting, presided over by President Gizikis, were representatives of every major non-leftist group, many of whom had been arrested, jailed or exiled under the military regime. The junta's leader, Brigadier General Demetrios Ioannides, was not present.

The radio announcement and the resignation of Premier Adamantios Androutsopoulos and his Cabinet followed the meeting, during which Gizikis asked the civilian leaders to set aside their differences in order to lead the country out of its political and economic problems. [See 1974 Greece: Government Grapples With Inflation] He also said that the military rulers would return to their barracks and would not interfere in the formation or functioning of the new government. The civilian leaders expressed confidence in Gizikis' guarantees.

Rumors of impending change in the government had spread during the preceding days and were fed by a Turkish radio broadcast July 22 that Lieutenant General Ioannis Davos, commander of the 3rd Army Corps in the North, had staged a coup. Though strenuously denied by Athens, the report was given wide credence in Greece. A July 25 report suggested that Davos had threatened to mount a coup unless the junta turned power over to the politicians. [See 1974 Greece: Ioannides in First Public Appearance]

Caramanlis Names Cabinet

Former Premier Caramanlis returned to Athens July 24 and was sworn in immediately. He became premier of Greece's first civilian government since 1967, when a military coup overthrew the interim government of Premier Panayotis Canellopoulos. [See 1967 Greece: Military Coup]

In a speech broadcast July 25, Caramanlis called for national unity to enable him to meet the crisis over Cyprus and to move toward democracy. He asked the Greek people to demonstrate "political maturity" after the "painful trial of the last years."

Caramanlis was founder of the conservative National Radical Union (NRU) and had been its leader until he entered voluntary exile in 1963 after being defeated in national elections by liberal Center Union Party (CUP) leader George Papandreou. [See 1963 Greece: News in Brief]

Announcing his Cabinet July 24, Caramanlis said he sought a "government of national unity," and, though he named an essentially center-and-right government, he pledged July 25 that it would be "reinforced with new political forces." Recently-exiled CUP leader George Mavros was appointed deputy premier and foreign minister. [See 1974 Greece: Mavros Freed] The other Cabinet members thus far announced were:

Defense: Evangelos Averoff-Tossizza; [See 1974 Greek-Led Cyprus Rebels Overthrow Makarios Government...Greece, Turkey React] Interior: George Rallis; Justice: Constantine Papaconstantinou; Culture: Constantine Tsatsos; Economic Coordination: Xenophon Zolotas; Finance: Ioannis Pesmazoglou; Public Order: Solon Gikas; Social Service: Andreas Kokkevis; Labor: Constantine Laskaris; Education: Nicholas Louros.

Former Premier Canellopoulos, head of the NRU, declined to accept a deputy premiership offered him.

Lieutenant General Gizikis, a member of the deposed junta, was asked to remain in the office of President for the time being. The junta's strongman, Brigadier General Ioannides, was placed under "comfortable house arrest."

Former president George Papadopoulos, who had been ousted in the November 1973 coup, [See 1973 Greece: Papadopoulos Deposed by Military Coup] was reported to have left the country July 24.

Andreas Papandreou, son of the late Premier George Papandreou and exiled head of the leftist Panhellenic Liberation Movement, said July 23 that the new government represented no real change in Greece and asserted that "the Americans and the Greek armed forces" remained in control.

Political Prisoners Freed; Makarios Recognized

Greece's new civilian government announced July 24 a "full and unreserved" amnesty for political crimes and said that it recognized Archbishop Makarios as "the legal head of Cyprus." Foreign Minister George Mavros confirmed that "our first task is to press on with the Cyprus talks." [See 1974 Turks Invade Cyprus, Gain Beachhead Before U.N. Truce...U.N. Cease-Fire Accepted]

The government further pledged that very decree violating the rights of citizens would be abolished and said that all political prisoners jailed since the 1967 coup d'etat would be released. The prison camp on the island of Gyaros was ordered shut. [See 1974 Greece: Former Officials to Be Tried; Other Developments]

Forty-five men returned to Athens from Gyaros July 25, including professors, journalists, a film producer and Communists whom the junta had interned. [See 1974 Greece: Former Officials to Be Tried; Other Developments] Former Navy Lieutenant Nicholas Pappas, who had led an unsuccessful naval mutiny in 1973, [See 1973 Greece: Navy Coup Fails] left Italy for Athens and exiled composer Mikis Theodorakis returned to Greece July 24. [See 1973 Greece: Civilian Premier Named; Other Developments]

Constantine 'Hopes to Return'

Ex-King Constantine said July 24 that he hoped to return to Greece. He issued a statement from London expressing his "deep satisfaction with the initiative of the armed forces in overthrowing the dictatorial regime in Greece." In exile since his unsuccessful attempt to mount a countercoup in 1967, [See 1967 Greece: King's Countercoup Fails] Constantine had been deposed as king by the military government when it abolished the monarchy in 1973. [See 1973 Greece: Monarchy Abolished; Other Developments]

From his Paris exile in 1973, Caramanlis had called on the military junta to recall the king, [See 1973 Greece: Caramanlis Urges Return of King] but it was as yet unclear what policy the new civilian government would adopt with regard to the monarchy.

U.S. Offers 'Full Support'

President Nixon July 24 offered Premier Caramanlis "the full support of the U.S. government...in his effort to restore peace on Cyprus and within the alliance [NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization [See 1974 Greek-Led Cyprus Rebels Overthrow Makarios Government...Greece Under NATO Pressure]." Nixon said he was "looking forward to close and friendly relations with the new leader of the Greek democracy."

The Administration's support for Greece's former military junta had been strongly attacked in past months and a change in policy had been widely urged. [See 1974 Greece: U.S. Carrier Base Plan Deferred]

At a meeting with members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee July 24, Secretary of State Kissinger described the members of the new Greek government as "old friends of ours." He later told a Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing that it was the U.S. understanding that "the [Greek] army will not play as dominant a role as it has in the past."

Turkey Seeks 'Friendly Dialogue'

Turkish Premier Bulent Ecevit sent a warm congratulatory message to Greek Premier Caramanlis July 24 stating: "I am convinced that this heralds a new era for democracy and freedom in our region. We can easily bury the bitter memories of the past." He expressed his government's readiness to "start a friendly dialogue and cooperation in all field with our neighbor and ally, Greece."

