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Turkey Controls Northern Third of Cyprus, Greece Rejects Offer to Resume Negotiations; Greek Cypriots Kill U.S. Envoy

· Fighting Continues
· U.S. Envoy Slain
Fighting Continues

After achieving its major military goal of gaining control of the northern third of Cyprus--from the eastern port of Famagusta to the town of Lefka in the west--Turkey unilaterally announced a cease-fire August 16 and declared its willingness to resume negotiations in Geneva with Greece and Britain on the island's political future. Despite its cease-fire announcement, Turkish troops continued fighting south of Nicosia and by August 18, when the cease-fire actually began to hold, Turkey was estimated to control 40% of Cyprus. [See 1974 Turkish Troops Advance in Cyprus After Talks Break Down...Turks Press Drive]

Embittered over Turkey's military victory, Greece August 16 refused both the Turkish offer for a resumption of talks and a U.S. invitation to visit Washington to discuss the crisis with President Ford. On Cyprus, the Greek Cypriots shot to death the U.S. ambassador, Rodger P. Davies, during an anti-American demonstration at the embassy August 19.

Turkish troops early August 16 seized the northern town of Morphou, southwest of Myrtou, and later captured the communities of Lefka, where there were many Turkish Cypriots, Limnitis and Karavostasi on the coast of Morphou Bay. [See 1974 Turkish Troops Advance in Cyprus After Talks Break Down...Turks Press Drive]

The Turks maintained heavy air strikes and artillery fire in Nicosia, the capital, causing Cypriot President Glafkos Clerides to flee the capital for six hours to the southern coastal city of Limassol. Cypriot officials later said Clerides went to Limassol to examine the refugee problem, but an unidentified diplomat called it a "panic" move. Intensive gunfire across the so-called "Green Line" separating the Turkish and Cypriot communities of Nicosia also forced evacuation of the British High Commission building. Thousands of Nicosia residents fled south because of the heavy Turkish attack.

Turkish Premier Bulent Ecevit called a cease-fire August 16 and declared that all of Turkey's military objectives had been met. He also called for the Cyprus peace negotiations to resume in Geneva and said he was prepared to meet personally with Greek Premier Constantine Caramanlis "whenever he wishes." Ecevit told a news conference in Ankara: "We are now in a situation where the foundations have been laid for the new federal state of Cyprus in which the rights and security of the Turkish Cypriots will be guaranteed."

The Turkish cease-fire, which Clerides accepted, halted the fighting at 6 p.m. (Cyprus time) August 16, except for sporadic firing in some Nicosia suburbs. The cease-fire broke down August 17 as a Turkish armored column captured the village of Pyroi, a Turkish Cypriot community 10 miles southeast of Nicosia, on the road to the eastern coastal city of Larnaca, home of a large Turkish Cypriot community where several hundred residents were being held prisoners by the Greek Cypriots in a school. Some 17 miles west of Nicosia, fighting was reported at Peristerona, a mixed Greek-Turkish village. The Turks and Greek Cypriots each blamed the other for the new fighting.

More fighting was reported August 18, with Turkish forces battling the Greek Cypriot National Guard around Troulli, seven miles north of Larnaca. The commander of the United Nations Force in Cyprus (UNICYP), Major General Prem Chand, protested that Troulli was south of the cease-fire line, but the Turks denied this.

Turkish tanks turned north from Pyroi toward Nicosia August 18 and moved to within four miles of the capital's outskirts. At least six tanks, accompanied by infantry, moved three miles west of the Nicosia-Larnaca road August 19, going toward the Nicosia-Limassol road. The Turks controlled every main access road from Nicosia to the south except the one leading to the port of Limassol. Greek Cypriots August 18 began to return to Nicosia, where the cease-fire was holding.

The Greek Cypriot government estimated August 18 that Turkish forces controlled 40% of Cyprus and Greek Cypriot refugees numbered 200,000, more than a third of the Greek Cypriot population. Cypriot President Clerides appealed for help to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. He said August 20 that a solution to the refugee problem was a condition for his participation in any new Geneva peace talks. A U.N. spokesman said August 22 that the Turkish army refused to allow Swedish U.N. troops in the Famagusta area to deliver food, water or medicine to thousands of refugees.

A statement issued by the Turkish general staff August 18 accused Greek Cypriots of murdering August 14 six Turkish civilian hostages, including a child, in Paphos in western Cyprus. Turkish Information Minister Orhan Birgit the same day asked for international action to stop alleged atrocities against Turkish Cypriots. Since the start of the Cyprus crisis in mid-July, Greece and Turkey had each accused the other of civilian atrocities, including murder, rape and looting. [See 1974 Cyprus Conflict: Turks Continue Advance]

Turkish authorities August 20 showed newsmen a mass grave in the eastern Turkish Cypriot village of Aloa, where they said 57 Turkish Cypriot bodies were buried, although only seven were immediately found. The Turks said the victims had been killed by Greek Cypriots after the Turkish invasion.

(The chief of the Turkish general staff, General Semih Sancar, disclosed August 17 that 250 Turkish troops had been killed and 550 wounded since the Turkish invasion July 20. He said the second stage of the Turkish offensive, which began August 14, came after the problem of the Turkish minorities in enclaves under Greek Cypriot control had been "left for a week to the politicians.")

U.S. Envoy Slain

The U.S. ambassador to Cyprus, Rodger P. Davies, 53, was shot and killed at the U.S. embassy in Nicosia August 19 during an anti-American demonstration by Greek Cypriots. An embassy secretary who rushed to his aid was also shot to death.

According to later reports, a burst of machine-gun fire had penetrated the window of the ambassador's office and hit Davies as he was taking shelter with other staff members in a hallway.

The fatal shots, along with rifle shots, were fired during a demonstration outside the embassy by 300-600 Greek Cypriots who were protesting what they charged was U.S. support for Turkey during the crisis. Stationed in front of the embassy were 30-40 unarmed policemen, sent when the U.S. requested more protection in anticipation of the demonstrations.

The demonstrators threw stones and set at least eight embassy cars afire. Eye witnesses reported that some of the persons firing at the embassy wore Cypriot National Guard uniforms.

In a radio broadcast August 19, Clerides denounced the killing as "an abominable crime." He had talked earlier with U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who assured him that the U.S. did not hold the Cypriot government responsible for the killing.

Three Greek Cypriots were arrested August 20 in connection with the killing, but two of them were released for lack of evidence the next day.

Davies' body was returned to the U.S. August 21; Kissinger and President Ford were present at Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington to pay tribute to the slain envoy.

(The U.S. Senate August 22 confirmed the nomination by President Ford of William R. Crawford Jr., currently ambassador to North Yemen, as ambassador to Cyprus. L. Dean Brown, deputy undersecretary of state for management, had been representing the U.S. on Cyprus since Davies' death.)

