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Nehru and Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan® ' L

. Sir Owen Dixon, who was appointed U.N. Mediator in
Kashmir on April 12, arrived-on May 27 in New Delhi, where
he had discussions ‘with Pandit Nehru, the Indian Prime
Minister, subsequently proceeding to Karachi on June 1 -for
‘conversations with Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, the Pakistan
Foreign Minister. From June 7-to July 12 he made an extensive
tour of Kashmir, including the “ Azad Kashmir” territory,
during which he met Sheikhk Abdullah, the Kashmiri Prime
‘Minister, and Chaudhuri Ghulam Abbas Khan, the head of
the *“ Azad Kashmir Government.” :

At Sir Owen Dixon’s -request, talks between Pandit. Nehru, Mr.

Liaquat Ali Khan (the Pakistani Prime Minister), and the U.N.
Mediator began .in New Delhi on July 20. In reply to detailed
proposals put forward by Sir Owen Dixon for the demilitarization of
Kashmir and other preparatory measures for the holding of a general
plebiscite, Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan stated that Pakistan was prepared
to withdraw her troops from Kashmir, and to reduce the ** Azad
Kashmir * forces, provided that India would do likewise with regard
to her own army, the Maharaja’s forces, and the militia ; these con-
ditions, however, proved unacceptable to the Indian Government.
Sir Owen Dixon then proposed that a plebiscite should be held only
in those areas where the people’s desires were uncertain, notably in
the Valley of Kashmir, and that those areas where the inhabitant’s
desires were known should be partitioned between India and Pakistan,
‘due regard being  given to geographical, economic, topographical,
‘and demographic considerations. . In order. that both Govern-
ments might consider this proposal, the talks were adjourned on
July 24. . .
.. The Indian Government having informed Sir Owen Dixon on Aug.
2 that it would be prepared to consider a settlement along these lines,
on condition that Pakistan was also prepared to consider it, the
Mediator flew to Karachi to obtain the Pakistani Government’s
consent to the holding of another .conference on his proposal.. In
the course of discussions, which continued until Aug. 9, Mr. Liaquat
Ali Khan and Sir Muhammad Zafrualla Khan made it.clear, however,
that Pakistan continued to base its stand upon the U.N. Commission’s
resolutions of Aug. 13, 1948, and Jan. 5, 1949, and the Security
Council’s resolution of March 14, 1950, all of which specified a general
plebiscite for the whole of Kashmir as-the manner of settlement.
During subsequent negotiations a suggestion by Sir Owen. Dixon
that it might be possible to arrange a partition of Kashmir without
a plebiscite also proved impracticable, as (according .to his report,
published on Aug. 22) it was evident that both parties would in
that event insist upon having the Valley of Kashmir.”  Sir Owen
Dixon finally put forward a plan for partition combined with a
limited plebiscite in the Valley of Kashmir, during which the Kash-
miri Government would be replaced by a U.N. authority ; this
proposal, however, was strongly opposed by the Indian Government
and in consequence withdrawn by Sir Owen Dixon, the negotiations
‘concluding on Aug. 21. : L

In a statement issued on Aug. 22, Sir Owen Dixon announced

that he had come to the conclusion that there was no immediate
- prospect of India and Pakistan composing any of their differ-
‘ences over Kashmir, and that no purpose would be served by
‘his remaining any longer in the sub-continent. After summari-
zing the course of the negotiations, he expressed his regret that
meither Government had put forward any proposals of its own
for the settlement of the dispute, and that the burden of
formulating plans had rested throughout upon himself.

Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan and Pandit Nehru, in statements
issued on Aug. 23 and 24 respectively, commented on the
megotiations, both disclaiming responsibility for their failure.

Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan declared that the deadlock was not due to
any lack of effort on Sir Owen Dixon’s part, or to the want of co-
operation on the part of Pakistan, but “ lies squarely on the shoulders
of India.” Pakistan, he maintained, had constantly endeavoured
throughout the dispute to ensure the creation of the mecessary
conditions for a plebiscite * free from all pressure and intimidation,”
and was prepared to withdraw her forces provided the Indian forces
were likewise withdrawn. India, however, was apparently  not
willing to risk a free and impartial plebiscite even in an area where
it claims to have the largest measure of support from the local
population, unless Indian troops are in control, an Indian-sponsored
administration is in charge, and Pakistan is denied access to the
plebiscite area. A plebiscite under such conditions, would be a
complete farce.” After asserting that ¢ the occupation of Kashmir
by Indian troops in support of the tottering tyranny of the Hindu
Maharaja over a -Moslem State against the will of its people” was.an
“act of aggression * designed to bring about the  encirclement and
economic strangulation of Pakistan,” and that ‘‘ the refusal of India
‘to.withdraw its troops in defiance of the Security Council’s resolution

is a challenge to the United Nations,” Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan con-
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C. PERU. — General Odria elected to Presidency. |

General Manuel Odria temporarily relinquished thePres
dency of Peru, which he had held since seizing power in Octobe
1948, in favour of Vice-President Noriega on May 31, P
paratory to Presidential elections scheduled to take place §
July. The candidature of his only opponent, General Ernes?
Montagne, was declared void on June 11 by the Natiol
Electoral Board, which alleged that his nomination pape
were fraudulent. An attempted uprising at Arequipa em.m_,“ " m
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General Montagne and a number of his leading supporters w i
subsequently arrested, but were released on June 27. d b
In the Presidential elections, which took place in an OF 9.
atmosphere on July 2, General Odria was returned. unopP?
for a six-year term. On July 28 he formed a new Cabid® ]
six officers and six civilians to replace the junta of B:WQ
and naval officers which had previously held power, the 0
of War Minister, Foreign Minister, and Minister of the In d
being held by General Noriega, Dr. Manuel Gallagher, a2
Ricardo Ganoza respectively. - - G.auw
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