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General Amin assumes Title of President. - Internal Developments. - Allegations of Tanzanian Interference. - State Funeral for Late Kabaka of Buganda.

At a ceremony at State House, Entebbe, on Feb. 21, officers of Uganda's Army and Air Force announced in a 13-point statement that they had decided to promote Major-General Amin to General and to request him to accept the title of President of the Republic. General Amin thereupon declared that he accepted the officers’ proposal and, after unanimous approval by his Ministers, agreed to assume the title of President.

The officers’ statement also contained decisions (a) not to restore the former hereditary kingdoms of Buganda, Bunyoro, Toro and Ankole (representatives of whose former ruling families were present at the announcement), and (b) to maintain military Government for at least five years, at the end of which national elections could be organized and held “in a period of tranquillity and mutual respect”.

President Amin thereupon announced the lifting, with immediate effect, both of the curfew and of the emergency regulations which had been in force in Buganda since 1966[see 21420 A] and extended to the whole of Uganda in 1969[see 23792 A], and under which public meetings were banned and the police authorized to detain persons without trial for 28 days.

In regard to the duration of military rule, President Amin declared on the following day that he expected a civilian administration to be established “in much less than five years”, and that general elections would be held as soon as inquiries into the affairs of the Obote Government had been completed and Uganda's affairs had been “put in order”.

Before the lifting of the state of emergency an amnesty had been declared for some 1,500 common-law prisoners (including the former Vice-President, Sir William Wilberforce Nadiope, set free on Feb. 18) and a number of followers of ex-President Chore were later released from detention, including five former Cabinet Ministers on May 18. [All members of Dr. Obote's last Cabinet had meanwhile returned to Uganda, except Mr. Sam Odaka, the former Foreign Minister.]

In a statement defining his Government's foreign policy, President Amin declared on March 15 that Uganda would give “moral and material support” to “liberation movements”, as South Africa's “evil policy” constituted “a threat to the whole continent”. He added that his Government would continue to support the East African Community and attached great value to its membership of the Organization of African Unity. [For his subsequent boycott of OAU meeting see 24787 A.]

Following increasing reports from March onwards of civil unrest and lawlessness, including some acts of indiscipline by members of the armed forces, President Amin took a number of measures under which civil liberties were again restricted.

On March 21 special powers were granted for one year to members of the Army and to prison officers, who were authorized to conduct searches and to seize stolen goods and arms.

A decree issued on March 23 prohibited for two years all political activities, including meetings, demonstrations, publication of political documents and the use of uniforms and emblems; it also forbade all former M.P.s, mayors and members of local councils to leave the country without permission, under pain of imprisonment for up to 18 months or a fine of £600 or both.

President Amin announced on March 27 that Mr. Basil Bataringaya, the former Minister of the Interior, and Mr. Mohammed Hassan, the former head of the Criminal Investigation Department, were being detained “with a few others for their own protection”.

Mr. P. J. Nkambo Mugerwa, the Attorney General, announced on May 11 that, under a new decree issued “to protect Ugandans from hard-core supporters of the Obote regime engaged in guerrilla activity and similar acts”, Mr. A. T. Obitre Gama, the Minister of Internal Affairs, was empowered (a) to extend the detention of persons arrested during the military coup in January, and (b) to detain any person reasonably suspected of anti-Government activities, under orders to be issued within 14 days of the arrest, with details of grounds for detention to be given within 30 days and all orders to be reviewed every three months. It was also laid down that the detention committee reviewing the orders (under the chairmanship of a High Court Judge) should have access to the detainees, whose names should be published, and that the decree and detention orders made under it should expire in March 1973.

Because of “wrongful arrest of civilians” from General Amin's home town, Lieut.-Colonel Valentine Ocima, commandant of the armed forces general headquarters, secretary to the Defence Council and acting General security Officer (Operations), was dismissed on July 19.

ex-President Obote had declared in Dar-es-Salaam on Feb. 10 that, although “thousands of people, civilians as well as soldiers”, including his brother Michael, had been killed in Uganda, there would be no invasion of that country in order to reinstate his Government. Nevertheless he expressed confidence that he would return there in time.

Although on Feb. 16 President Amin had offered Dr. Obote a safe return to Uganda, it was announced on May 13 that the Ugandan Government had offered a reward of 1,000,000 shillings (about £58,000) to any person who would bring the ex-President back alive, as well as half this amount each for the return of Mr. Akena Adoko, the former head of the disbanded General Service Department (a special security force) and a cousin of Dr. Obote, and of Lieut.Colonel Oyite Ojok. It was added that Dr. Obote was wanted in connexion with various inquiries, including one into the assassination of Brigadier Pierino Okoya in January 1970[see 24450 A].[At an inqucet on the Brigadier's death President Amin denied on May 16 that he was responsible for it and acused ex-President Oboto of having engineered it.] In April the President had announced that all relics of the previous President's regime, such as plaques and street names, would be removed.

President Amin announced on May 16 that all Army officers who had fled Uganda after Dr. Obote's overthrow had been dismissed with dishonour, as had also Colonel Musa (until then still serving in the Army) because of his involvement in Dr. Obote's “plot” to achieve dominance in the Army for his own people from the Lange tribe.

From April onwards, General Amin made repeated accusations against the Governments of other African States, in particular the Sudan and Tanzania, of preparing military action against his regime, or of aiding guerrillas to cause unrest in Uganda. While his relations with the Sudan were regularized during June, those with Tanzania remained strained.

On April 25 the Ugandan President alleged that representatives of the Governments of Burundi, Guinea, Rwanda, Somalia, the Sudan, Tanzania and Zambia had met in Tanzania to discuss joint military operations against Uganda. On the following day General Amin claimed that more than 600 people had been killed in clashes near the Sudanese border, and added that he had sent a complaint to the U.N. security Council accusing Dr. Obote of preparing an attack against Uganda from Sudanese territory. Earlier in April he had protested to the Sudanese Government against the alleged crossing of the Uganda-Sudan border by 500 guerrillas. Subsequently, upon hearing of a visit by Dr. Obote to a guerrilla training camp in the Southern Sudan, he expelled the Sudanese Charge d’Affaires from Uganda.

Nevertheless, the Sudanese Government decided during May to send an ambassador to Kampala, and early in July it agreed to allow General Amin's Government to open an embassy in Khartoum.

President Amin's allegations of Tanzanian preparations for an invasion of Uganda, and of large numbers of Ugandan troops having been killed in fighting with guerrillas supported by Tanzania, were not only refuted by the Tanzahian Government but also remained unsubstantiated from other quarters.

President Nyerere's decision not to recognize President Amin's regime had been endorsed by his party, the Tanganyika African National Union, on Feb. 21; the Tanzanian President had announced on the same date that a people's militia would be established, so that events such as the Ugandan coup of January—for which he held “imperialism led by Britain” responsible–and the invasion of Guinea in November 1970[see 24353 A] could not occur in Tanzania.

On April 15 President Amin announced the arrest of 80 Ugandans, mostly members of the Lango tribe led by Miss Janet Aol (a former prominent member of Dr. Obote's Uganda People's Congress), who, the President said, had been trying to reach Tanzania to be trained there as guerrillas to fight for the ex-President. The President further alleged that unsuccessful attempts had been made at Jinja to recruit soldiers to Dr. Obote's cause, adding that he regarded these incidents as final proof of Tanzanian interference in Ugandan affairs.

On July 8 President Amin issued a “final warning” that the Uganda Air Force would shoot down any aircraft violating his country's borders, and that if necessary his armed forces would not hesitate to “strike deep into Tanzania” in retaliation against any attack. Saying that his forces had “tolerated enough abuses and insults from President Nyerere's regime”, he reiterated that 600 men and 70 officers had already been lost “as a result of the hostile attitude taken by the Government of Tanzania”. These allegations were immediately denied officially in Dar-es-Salaam; the Africa correspondent of the Financial Times, reporting from northern Tanzania on July 18, said that she was unable to find any trace of fighting.

The office of Lieut.-Colonel Charles Aruben, acting commander of Uganda's armed forces, announced on July 13 that in incidents at Moroto, 300 miles north-east of Kampala, and Jinja–both localities far from the Tanzanian border—guerrillas from Tanzania had attacked Army units and had killed 17 soldiers.

President Amin declared during a visit to London on July 14 that he was sending Notes to President Nyerere and to the Chinese Communist Government, asking them not to interfere in the internal affairs of Uganda.

General Amin alleged that at least three Chinese advisers had taken part in the attacks against Ugandan units at Jinja, Magamaga and Moroto on July 11–12 carried out by Tanzanian troops and guerrillas trained for sabotage work in Mozambique, helped by some rebels in the Ugandan forces; he added, however, that all rebel officers and soldiers had been arrested and the situation was under control. Saying that the skirmishes with guerrillas bad already cost the lives of almost 1,000 Ugandan soldiers, President Amin declared that Uganda would end its annual contribution of 500,000 shillings (£29,000) to help finance guerrilla training in Tanzania. He expressed his wish to maintain good relations with all countries, including China and Tanzania, saying that President Nyerere was misinformed about the situation in Uganda, where there was “no support at all for Obote”.

President Amin was at the time visiting Israel, Britain and France with the object of acquiring “selected equipment” for his Army, which since the start of a recruiting drive in February was believed to have reached a strength of more than 10,000 men. The Ugandan 1971-72 Budget showed defence expenditure as its highest item at 28 per cent of the total.

President Nyerere, commenting on President Amin's various allegations in a lengthy statement on July 19, dismissed all those relating to Tanzanian “interference” as “a big lie” and “ridiculous stories” invented so as to create the impression that there was an international threat to the integrity of Uganda, to meet which foreign military aid was needed. The situation in Uganda, he claimed, was “unstable”, and “in desperation” General Amin might use “whatever remnants of force he still has” to strike at Tanzania.

The tension between Uganda and Tanzania resulting from President Nyerere's non-recognition of President Amin's regime had its repercussions on the working of the East African Community.

The High Authority of the East African Community, consisting of the Presidents of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, had failed to meet since President Amin's accession to power because President Nyerere had refused to attend meetings with the new Ugandan President. The Tanzanian Government announced on July 7 that it considered the latest appointments of Ministers and officials to the Community to be illegal, as they had not been approved by the High Authority. These appointments included that of Mr. Z. Bigirwenkya, nominated by President Amin on June 1 to succeed Mr. Shafiq Arain, a close supporter of Dr. Obote, as Uganda's Minister to the Community. After Uganda's nominee for the directorship of the East African Harbours Corporation had been denied access to the corporation's headquarters in Dar-es-Salaam, President Amin refused to sign the Ugandan Appropriations Bill for the Community.

On July 7 President Amin ordered the borders with Tanzania and Rwanda to be closed and flights to and from Rwanda to be suspended (those to and from Tanzania having been suspended since February); he also barred entry to Uganda to Mr. John Macelela, the (Tanzanian) Minister for Finance and Administration of the East African Community, and prevented Mr. Iddi Simba, director of the East African Development Bank (based on Kampala), from carrying out iris duties.

President Nyerere said in his statement of July 19[see above] that his Government would make “the necessary compromises, including sitting down with Ugandan Ministers and officials”, to keep the Community going but that there was “very little chance” that Tanzania would recognize the “reactionary regime” in Uganda.

The body of Sir Edward Frederick Mutesa II, the late Sabaka of Buganda, who died in exile in London in November 1969[see 23792 A], was returned to Uganda on April 1, and given a State funeral on April 4 amidst scenes of great emotion among the Baganda people. The burial in the ancestral tomb of his family at Kasubi, near Kampala, was also attended by Sir Ronald Slater (the British Ambassador, representing the Queen), Lord Boyd (a former Colonial Secretary, representing the British Government) and Vice-President Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya. While Mr. Kibedi, the Ugandan Foreign Minister, described the ceremony as “an act of reconciliation”, foreign observers interpreted it as marking the end of a dynasty, the Kabaka's heir, Prince Ronald Mutebi (16), not having been proclaimed Kabaka.—(Times - Daily Telegraph - Guardian Financial Times - Le Monde - Neue Zurcher Zeitung - Cape Times) (Peev. rep.24450 A.)
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