Issue Date: December 31, 1975
Angolan War:
Fighting Reported on Three Fronts

Reports December 24-30 indicated that fighting in Angola was being carried on along three major fronts: northern Angola, around the key town of Vige (Carmona), where the MPLA was said to be fighting the FNLA and Zaire forces; eastern Angola, where Unita forces and troops from Zaire had reportedly launched an offensive to rout the MPLA from the vicinity of Teixeira de Sousa; and central Angola, where South African and Cuban troops were widely reported to be reinforcing Unita and MPLA forces, respectively. [See 1975 Angolan War: Foreign Forces Maintaining Battle Role]

(The Financial Times of London reported December 29 that South African troops alone had constituted the military column that in November had repulsed the MPLA from southern Angola and a large portion of the coast. [See 1975 Angola: Joint Forces Maintain Drive on MPLA])

The MPLA claimed in a December 30 report that "many" South African troops had been killed in a battle on the central front for the town of Cela, about 400 miles north of the Namibian (South-West African) border. South Africa confirmed December 29 that three of its soldiers had been killed in Angola, but gave no specifications. The French newspaper Le Monde reported December 31 that a total of 25 South Africans had been killed in the Angolan warfare during the month of December.

The Cuban newspaper Granma reported December 26 that MPLA forces had taken the town of Cariango, in central Angola. Foreign intelligence sources in Johannesburg said December 31 that the Cuban forces in Angola had doubled to 7,500 men as the MPLA launched an all-out offensive to secure territorial gains before the Organization of African Unity emergency meeting on Angola in January.

Sources close to Unita said December 22 in Lusaka, Zambia, that the U.S.S.R. had completed the construction of a sophisticated radar system in Luanda to support MiG fighters in ground and air attacks. Twelve MiG-21s were being unloaded in Luanda, the sources said.

(According to the New York Times December 22, only a single aerial assault in the Angolan war had been confirmed: an FNLA flier had dropped dynamite on the Luanda radio tower and later dropped propaganda leaflets over the city.)
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