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World News:

France Gets Premier; Other Developments

    * Algerian Massacre

    * Arabs Appeal to U.S.

    * Other Algerian Strife

    * Tunisia

Maurice Bourges-Maunoury, 42, Radical Socialist Defense Minister in the outgoing Cabt. of Guy Mollet, became France's 23d II Premier (youngest since 1883) when he was confirmed by a 240-194 vote of the National Assembly June 13. Opposition of Communists and abtention of the Popular Republican Movement (MRP) because their leader, Pipost-World War erre Pflimlin, had been denied Socialist support for Premier caused Bourges-Maunoury to fall short of an absolute assembly majority.

Bourges-Maunoury told a lackadaisical investiture session of the assembly that he would press for higher taxes, economies and other austerity measures to bolster France's economy and pay Algerian war costs. He advocated increased home rule for Algeria. Other members of the new Cabt. approved June 12: Forgn Minister--Christian Pineau, Socialist; Soc. Affairs--Albert Gazier, Soc.; Justice--General Edouard Corniglion-Molinier, Left Repub. Rally; Algerian Affairs--Robert Lacoste, Soc.; Finance--Felix Gaillard, Rad. Soc.; Veterans Affairs--Andre Dulin, Rad. Soc.; Pub. Works and Transport--Edouard Bonnefous, Union of Dem. and Soc. Resistance; Defense--Andre Morice, Rad. Soc.; State Minister--Felix Houphouet-Boigny, African Dem. Rally; Sahara Minister--Max Lejeune, Soc.; Interior--Gilbert Jules, Rad. Soc.; Overseas Territories--Gerard Jacquet, Soc.; Eductn.--Rene Billieres, Rad. Soc.

Bourges-Maunoury, an artillery lieutenant taken prisoner and later a resistance fighter against the Germans in World War II, first attained Cabt. rank at age 33, served in 11 Cabts. before becoming Premier. He had differed recently over Rad. Soc. Algerian policy with ex-Premier Pierre Mendes-France, an opponent of the military campaign against Algerian rebels. Mendes resigned as party leader May 23 for lack of Rad. Soc. support of his policies in Parliament. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief; 1957 NATO: Eisenhower Backs British Cuts; Other Developments]

Algerian Massacre

French-Moslem violence mounted in Algeria June 3-12 following the massacre May 28 of 303 Moslem men from the villages of Meshta Kasba and Ain Hamiane, 100 mi. s.e. of Algiers. Surviving villagers and French troops, who arrived May 30 in Meshta Kasba, scene of the massacre (erroneously reported May 31 as Melouza, 12 mi. east of Meshta Kasba), attributed the killings to a band of local Berbers led by uniformed National Liberation Front guerrillas. The murdered Meshta Kasba and Ain Hamiane Moslems were known to be nonpolitical but favorable to the rival anti-French Algerian National Movement of Hadj Messali. Survivors abandoned the 2 villages after the massacre. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]

French President Rene Coty, in a broadcast at midnight June 1, called upon "civilized peoples" to join France in repudiating "the agents of this horrible terrorism, which tramples on all divine and human laws" and "took the lives of several hundred of our Moslem compatriots in Algeria." Coty warned that the village massacres and other "assassinations are not only the work of a few bandits," but of an organization which already had slain "5,000 defenseless Moslems, men and women, old and young." French officials charged June 1 that the atrocity had been committed by a National Lib. Front band which recently had entered Algeria from Tunisia. [See 1957 World News: News in Brief]

In similar telegrams to Pope Pius XII, President Eisenhower, Soviet President Kliment E. Voroshilov, Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Moroccan Sultan Mohammed V, the Tunis delegation of the rebel National Lib. Front charged June 2 that the massacre had been carried out by French troops. The NLF appealed for intervention to end the "assassinations of Algerian civilians by the police and troops of France." A tract circulated in Paris June 2 by the Algerian National Movement, however, accused "an armed band of Lib. Front pseudo-patriots" of having committed the massacre. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]

Arabs Appeal to U.S.

11 Arab states--Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen--protested to the U.S. May 24 against continued foreign aid for France. The joint protest charged France with "outrageous acts of terror and atrocities" in Algeria and urged that the U.S. cooperate in urging "an impartial international investigation" of the Algerian situation. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]

Other Algerian Strife

A wave of individual assassinations associated with Algerian troubles began May 26 with the slaying, in a Paris crowd leaving a soccer game attended by French President Coty, of Ali Chekkal, 61, pro-French ex-Vice President of the defunct Algerian Assembly. Chentouf Ada, ex-member of the Algerian Assembly and freind of Chekkal, was killed May 29 in Mascara, Algeria. Mohammed Mahiddine, 31, believed to be National Lib. Front chief for southeastern France, was shot dead in Marseilles May 29. Adda Koussa, 71, member of the Admin. Comm. in Mostaganem and former Algerian Assemblyman, was killed June 4 by terrorists near Ain Tedeles, western Algeria.

French police detained 1,000 Algerians after raids on the Algerian quarter of Paris May 27 and arrested 144 more suspected terrorists in Paris raids June 6. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]

Marcel Campeix, French Interior State Secretary for Algerian Affairs, escaped uninjured June 10 when fired on while driving near Limoges, France. Campeix had escaped bombings March 8 and April 11 [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]. The wife of Andre-Marie Tremeaud, ex-prefect of Algiers, was killed in Strasbourg May 17 by a bomb concealed in a mailed gift.

Terrorist bombs set in downtown Algiers lamposts exploded simultaneously June 3, killing 7 Europeans and 2 Moslems and injuring 56 Europeans and 21 Moslems. 3 Moslems were killed and 10 other persons wounded June 4 when terrorists attacked with grenades a French Senegalese military post in Tlemcen, western Algeria. 8 Europeans were killed, 12 lost limbs and 73 others were wounded in the bombing June 9 of an Algiers dance hall. Mobs of Algiers students and war veterans retaliated June 11 by attacking Arab shops and cars and killing at least 5 Moslems and one European despite anti-riot action by French police and parachutists. Parachutists had killed 30 Algiers Moslems and wounded 11 May 18 while tracking the slayers of 2 French soldiers. [See 1957 World News: News in Brief]

French troops continuing military action against rebel forces throughout Algeria were reported to have killed at least 622 rebels in scattered fighting May 19-June 5. [See 1957 Algeria: News in Brief]

Tunisia

7 French soldiers and 5 Tunisian National Guardsmen and civilians were killed June 7 near Gabes in clashes attributed to Tunisian ambushes of unauthorized French military movements. Tunisian Premier Habib Bourguiba had forbidden June 1 the movement of any French military force in Tunisia, except for supply purposes, without Tunisian Government permission. Bourguiba, speaking at the funeral of 7 Tunisian soldiers killed May 31 in a clash with French troops in the Algerian border village of Ain Draham, said that Tunisia had called for the withdrawal of all French forces in Tunisia and revision of the March 1956 independence protocol governing their presence. [See 1957 Tunisia: News in Brief]

Khemais Hadjeri, Tunisian Foreign Ministry Secretary-General investigating the flight of 2,000 Algerian refugees into the area May 26-27, was wounded in the head and stomach when 350 French troops clashed with 100 Tunisian soldiers near Ain Draham. Tunisian officials charged that the French troops had attempted to force Algerian refugees back across the border May 31. Tunisia charged May 28 that French air bombardment and mortar fire across the Algeria-Tunisia frontier had wounded 7 Tunisian soldiers. [See 1956 Algeria: News in Brief]

Premier Bourguiba disclosed May 22 that France had blocked payments due under an unannounced 12.1 billion-franc ($34.8 million) aid agreement signed in April. Bourguiba said that French Ambassador-to-Tunisia Georges Gorse had informed Tunisia the aid suspension was due to "our [Tunisia's] attitude on Algeria." Tunisia retaliated May 23 with the suspension of the Franco-Tunisian customs agreement. Bourguiba warned France May 23 that "we cannot modify our position on the Algerian problem." He appealed to the U.S. to supplant the suspended French aid program. [See 1957 World News: Disarmament; Other Developments]

(Bourguiba, who returned from a visit to Libya May 16, told newsmen May 17 that Libya and Tunisia would seek to arrange truce talks between France and the Algerian rebel movement. Libyan Premier Mustaffa ben Halim, addressing a joint session of the Libyan Parlt. in honor of Bourguiba May 12, had pledged full aid for the Algerian rebels.) [See 1957 Eisenhower Administration: Bars Big Budget Cut; Other Developments]

(Bourguiba's Neodestour party was reported May 8 to have received 90% of the ballots cast in Tunisian municipal elections held May 5. 723 Neodestour adherents and 47 independents won seats as municipal councilors. Women, voting in the May 5 election for the first time in Tunisian history, cast 53,895 of the 251,293 votes counted.) [See 1956 World News: Tunisian Assembly Elected; Other Developments]
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