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	September 1967 - CHINA 

India. - Expulsion of Indian and Chinese Diplomats. - Attack on Chinese Embassy in New Delhi. - Siege of Indian Embassy in Peking. 

A Chinese Note of June 12 accused the Second Secretary of the Indian Embassy in Peking, Mr. Krishnan Raghunath, of being "an out-and-out spy under the cloak of a diplomat"; announced that the Chinese Government had ceased to recognize his diplomatic status; and stated that he would not be allowed to leave China "before the Chinese judicial organs take sanctions against his crimes according to law." In the Note, Mr. Raghunath and Mr. P. Vijay (Third Secretary of the Embassy) were alleged to have collected political and military intelligence about China, and to have been caught on June 4 in the act of taking photographs of a "prohibited military area" in the western suburbs of Peking. Indian sources, however, stated that the two diplomats had been seized by a crowd of adolescents while photographing a temple in an area open to foreigners. 

Mr. Raghunath and Mr. Vijay were "tried" in their absence on June 13 in the presence of 15,000 people, and found guilty of espionage; the former was sentenced to be deported, and the latter ordered to leave China within three days. When they left Peking on the following day they were punched and kicked at the airport by hundreds of Red Guards, and a cordon of other members of the Indian Embassy staff who tried to protect them were also assaulted. They were again mobbed at Shanghai and Canton airports, and before crossing the border into Hong Kong Mr. Raghunath was forced to walk through a jeering mob of Red Guards, who jostled, kicked, and spat on him. 

The Indian Government announced on June 13 that Mr. Chen Lu-chih (First Secretary of the Chinese Embassy in New Delhi), whom it accused of gathering military intelligence and carrying on subversive activities, had been deprived of his diplomatic status and ordered to register under the Foreigners' Registration Act. The External Affairs Ministry ordered his immediate deportation on June 14; at the same time Mr. Hsieh Cheng-hao (Third Secretary of the Embassy), who was also accused of subversive activities, was declared persona non grata and ordered to leave India within 72 hours. When the Chinese Charge d'Affaires applied on June 16 for exit permits for the two expelled diplomats, a permit for Mr. Chen was refused on the ground that he had not yet registered as a foreigner. 

Demonstrations organized by the Jan Sangh, which began outside the Chinese Embassy on June 14, developed into a serious riot two days later, when a mob broke into the Embassy compound, smashed windows, set fire to a garage, tore down the Chinese flag, and assaulted members of the Embassy staff, seven of whom, including Mr. Chen Lu-chih and Mr. Hsieh Cheng-hao, had to be taken to hospital. Mr. Chagla, the Indian External Affairs Minister, stated in the Rajya Sabha on June 17 that the riot had begun with "an exchange of stone-throwing between some members of the crowd and members of the Chinese Embassy." All gatherings of five or more people near the Embassy were banned on June 17. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry informed the Indian Charge d'Affaires in Peking, Mr. Ram Sathe, on June 17 that unless the entire Indian Embassy staff and their families were taken to the Embassy within two hours their safety could not be guaranteed. Demonstrators smashed the Embassy windows and broke down the door of Mr. Sathe's residence, though making no attempt to enter the Embassy premises, and Western diplomats who tried to deliver food to the 63 men, women, and children sheltering in the Embassy were turned back by Red Guards and police. An Indian Note of June 18 protesting against the siege of the Embassy gave warning that unless it were lifted within 24 hours India would be obliged to take "appropriate counter-measures," and on the following day armed sentries were posted round the Chinese Embassy in New Delhi to prevent members of the staff from leaving the building. The demonstrations outside the Indian Embassy in Peking ceased after June 19, and on the following day Mr. Sathe was informed that the Embassy staff were free to return to their flats; as a reciprocal gesture the Indian Government lifted the restrictions on Chinese Embassy personnel in New Delhi on June 21. 

The Chinese Foreign Ministry had previously asked the Indian Government on June 18 to provide facilities for an aircraft which would be sent to New Delhi to bring home the Chinese diplomats injured in the attack on the Embassy. The Indian Government replied on June 20 that such facilities could be granted only if an Indian aircraft were allowed to remove some of the Indian Embassy personnel from Peking. The Chinese Government, however, refused the Indian request on June 21, and the Indian Government accordingly refused on the following day to provide facilities for a Chinese aircraft. Mr. Hsieh Cheng-hao, who had been only slightly injured, left Delhi on June 21, and Mr. Chen Lu-chih was deported on June 24. 

The Chinese Embassy in New Delhi presented a Note on Aug. 26, accusing the Indian customs authorities of seizing copies of Mao Tse-tung's works carried by members of the Chinese Embassy, and protesting against what was described as "the reactionary Indian Government's crime of trying... to deprive Chinese diplomatic personnel of their inviolable right to study and propagate Mao Tse-tung's thought." 


