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A demonstrative crowd of about 18,000 persons witnessed the trial in Havana Sports City Stadium January 22-23 of Major Jesus Sosa Blanco, 51, who had directed Cuban army operations against Castro rebels and their sympathizers in Oriente Province during the recent civil war. Branded in advance by Fidel Castro as one of the Batista forces' most "notorious war criminals," Sosa Blanca was sentenced to death before a firing squad after a 3-man revolutionary army court found him guilty of 120 murders, theft, arson and looting. 45 prosecution witnesses but no defense witnesses were heard. The trial was televised and broadcast. In an appeal to a higher rebel military tribunal, Sosa Blanco pleaded that his actions had been ordered by his army superiors. He also contended that the rebels were violating the Cuban constitution by executing their foes under a rebel army code (adopted February 21, 1958) that provided the death penalty for murder, treason, espionage, rape, armed assault, theft and major breaches of military discipline.

The revolutionary regime had planned similar public, broadcast trials in the Havana stadium for other Batista army officers named as leading war criminals. However, Castro issued orders January 23 from Caracas, Venezuela that radio-TV broadcasts of trials be stopped because they might "damage the spirit of the public" and stir Cuba to "a state of permanent agitation." (Castro visited Venezuela January 23-26 for celebrations there of the first anniversary of the overthrow of Venezuelan dictator Marcos Perez Jimenez.) The 2d of the scheduled stadium trials--that of Captain Pedro Morejon, 38--was moved to a military courtroom at Camp Libertad (Camp Columbia) January 26. He was convicted and condemned to die for numerous killings, tortures, thefts, robberies and burning and looting of farm homes in the Bayamo vicinity of Oriente Province, where he had commanded an anti-rebel force.

Castro Defies Foreign Critics

Mounting criticism abroad, particularly in the U.S., of the swift trial and execution of Cuban anti-rebels had been dealt with defiantly by Castro. In an offhand remark to an American newsman January 15, he said that "if the U.S. lands Marines [in Cuba] there will be 200,000 gringoes dead in the streets." He later withdrew the remark as impulsive. He issued invitations January 19 to 400 U.S., Canadian, British and Latin American legislators, other officials and journalists to attend trials and tour Cuba. In a speech to one million persons massed outside the Presidential Palace in Havana January 21, he declared that the revolutionary regime owed no "explanation to the U.S. for the executions of persons found guilty of war atrocities," and he said that the U.S. had no authority to question "acts of justice" inasmuch as it never had questioned atrocities committed by Batista and other Latin-American dictators. He received the crowd's vociferous assent to continue with the executions.

Present at the Havana rally January 21 were Representatives Adam Clayton Powell (D., New York) and Charles O. Porter (D., Oregon), only members of the U.S. Congress to accept invitations to visit Cuba. Invitations were rejected and the trials denounced by Democratic Representatives Emanuel Celler and Victor L. Anfuso of New York and Wayne L. Hays of Ohio, and by Senators Wayne Morse (Oregon), Theodore F. Green (Rhode Island), Mike Mansfield (Montana), John J. Sparkman (Alabama) and George A. Smathers (Florida), all Demochats, and Homer E. Capehart (R., Indiana). Powell declined to attend trials on grounds that "it might look as though they were being staged for me." Porter saw a trial. [See 1959 Cuba: Havana Welcomes Castro; Other Developments]

Puerto Rican Governor Luis Munoz Marin, at a Washington news conference January 19, declared that he opposed executions without proper trials but could understand the deep feelings in Cuba that had brought them about. "Batista used to murder their people without jury trials...they are inflamed against those who murdered their friends and relatives," Munoz Marin said. He added that the U.S. should have "the friendliest feelings for Cuba and Castro's movement because of what it means for human freedom and the development through out Latin America of a political atmosphere" rejecting dictatorship.

Appointments

Provisional President Manuel Urrutia January 21 named Dr. August R. Martinez Sanchez as Defense Minister and Major Camilio Cienfuegos as army chief of staff.

The appointment of Ambassador-to-Bolivia Philip W. Bonsal, 55, as Ambassador to Cuba was announced in Washington January 21. Dr. Ernesto Dihigo, 63, Roman law prof. at Havana U. and Foreign Minister 1950-51, was named Cuban Ambassador to the U.S. January 16.

Batista Holdouts

500 members of Batista's armed forces and Senator Roland Masferrer's private army were reported January 17 to have fled to the Escambrey Mtns. of Las Villas and the Sierre Maestre to escape trial and possible execution. A boatload of arms and ammunition sent by ex-President Batista was reported to have been received by them. Several hundred Castro troops led by Dr. Ernesto Guevara left Havana January 17 for Las Villas to subdue any Batista forces there.

Marta Fernandez Batista, wife of the ex-president, arrived in New York January 19 from the Dominican Republic on a temporary visa to take her sons Carlos and Roberto to the Batista home in Daytona Beach, Florida, where a 3d child, Marta, was ill.

The Cuban Ministry for Recovery of Stolen or Misappropriated Properties disclosed January 24 that an estimated $25 million in cash and Cuban Treasury bonds had been recovered from safe deposit boxes of Batista and other officers.

Advance Taxes Paid

Treasury Minister Rufo Lopez Fresquet reported January 16 that an estimated $3 million in advance taxes had been paid to help the revolutionary government by major Cuban and U.S. firms, including First National Bank of Boston, International Harvester, First National City Bank of New York, United Fruit, Nicaro-Nickel and Crusellas Co. (Colgate-Palmolive subsidiary).
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