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 Tension rose sharply between Greece and Turkey after a border incident along the River Evros frontier yesterday in which two Turkish military personnel and one Greek soldier were killed and a Greek private was injured.

 It was the bloodiest Greek-Turkish episode since the 1974 Turkish invasion of Cyprus. 

 Both countries gave conflicting accounts of the incident, each blaming the other for firing without provocation.

 The development came at a time when the Greeks are becoming increasingly concerned that Turkey is looking for a pretext to occupy the whole of Cyprus.

 Mr Karolos Papoulias, the Greek Foreign Minister, yesterday accused Turkey of increasing the number of its occupation troops in Cyprus to 35,000. He said the completion of Lefkoniko airport in the occupied north of the island 'gives the Turks the possibility of airlifting between 12,000 and 14,000 troops every 24 hours from the Turkish mainland'.

 Asked whether Greece was willing to open a dialogue with Turkey over differences in the Aegean, Mr Papoulias said: 'We would, under two conditions - withdrawal of the Turkish occupation forces from Cyprus and the acknowledgement by Turkey of the status quo in the Aegean. '
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