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with him and also by a further deteiioration in the political 
md industrial situation. 
Dr Sanjabi, in a letter to Dr Sadiqi after the announcement of the 

atter's intention to form a government, warned that the National 
Front would not give its support and moreover regretted that his 
lcceptance had negated his "past record of political opposition to 
the Shah's regime". A spokesman of Ayatollah Khomeini said that 

e latter "maintains his policy of opposing any politician who 
ts any position under the rule of the Shah". 

I Further Widespread Unrest, December 1978 - Reports of Dissent 
1 within Armed Forces 
1 The Government on  Dec. 14 ordered the security forces and 

provincial governors to  prevent demonstrations liable to 
rupt law and order; disturbances nevertheless continued 

23-26 small groups of youths chanted anti- 
nes at soldiers and started fires in the streets 
Meshed; in the last-named city 13 people 

a crowd of some 4,000 mourners-possibly in the 
that the troops marching with the procession to keep 
events had in fact deserted. There were no reliable 

several hundred students demonstrating at the uni- 
in the capital were fired on by troops, while 30 

eported to have been killed in clashes between protest- 

shes between militant demonstrators 

rst and that several Savak 
Yazdjerdi, the "hard-line" 
that extremist Afghans and 

y. (Dr Bakhtiar subsequently 

country unless they had good reason to  stay; the departure of 
many was, however, hampered at this time by an air controllers' 
strike and by disruptions in other forms of public transport. In 
a further upsurge of anti-Western feeling, many foreigners 
were at this time issued with death threats and warnings t o  
leave the country by Feb. 1. 

On Dec. 23 gunmen in Ahwaz ambushed and killed an American 
oil company executive, Mr Paul Grimm, who had been acting 
general manager of OSCO since the departure on leave of Mr George 
Link following a bomb attack on the latter's car some weeks earlier 
[see page 29737 above]. In a separate incident in Ahwaz on the same 
day Mr Malek Bouroozardi, an Iranian oil official, was also shot 
dead. Responsibility for both attacks was later attributed to the 
Mujaheddin Khalq (People's Strugglers), an extremist right-wing 
Shia Moslem group believed to have been responsible for the 
murder of six other US citizens in Iran over the past five years. 

On Dec. 24 protesters assembled outside the US embassy in Tehran 
shouting anti-American slogans before being dispersed by the 
embassy guards who used tear gas, while on Dec. 30 the British 
Council offices in Ahwaz, Shiraz and Meshed, as well as the US 
embassy building in Tabriz, were all attacked. On Dec. 30 OSCO 
began airlifting several hundred Western oil executives from the oil- 
producing areas to temporary accommodation in Athens. 

New Chairman of NIOC - Sharp Drop in Oil Production - 
Halting of Oil Exports 

Parallel t o  the deteriorating security situation industrial 
action was intensified from Dec. 18, resulting in a complete 
halt to the export of crude oil on Dec. 26 and the rationing of 
fuel in the country. In a further significant development Mr 
Abdullah Entezam, who had previously held the position in 
the late 1950s, was in mid-December appointed chairman of 
NIOC in place of Mr Ansari, the latter having resigned during 
a visit t o  the United States for health reasons. [For appoint- 
ment of Mr Ansari in late 1977, see 28804 B.] 

Although oil production had picked up to 3,600,000 barrels on 
Dec. 22, the increasing violence and other difficulties, including the 
sabotage of the pipeline from the main Gach Saran field to Kharg 
Island (the terminal for 90 per cent of all Iran's oil exports) and the 
resignation on Dec. 26 of some 4,400 NIOC employees, resulted in 
a slump in production of crude oil to an all-time low in recent years 
of 225,000 barrels on Dec. 31-less than half the amount normally 
required for daily domestic use. On Dec. 26 exports of crude oil 
were halted from Kharg Island, where about 60 tankers were waiting 
to take on oil shipments, and on Dec. 27 oil rationing was introduced 
in Iran, resulting in long queues for petrol and kerosene. 

The Government stated after the rationing of oil that the country 
had only five to seven days' of oil supplies left but this was generally 
considered to have been an exaggeration designed to underline the 
seriousness of the situation, particularly as regards the loss of export 
revenues, and to encourage strikers to return to work. 

US Plao to deploy Navy Task Force near Iran - Mutual Warnings 
by United States and Soviet Union against Interference in Iran's 

Internal Affairs 
The US Government was on Dec. 29 reported to  have issued 

contingency orders for an aircraft carrier task force to move 
into waters off Iran if the situation in the country deteriorated 
into a state of virtual anarchy; the next day @ec. 30) the air- 
craft carrier Constellation and several escort ships left their 
base in the Philippines and headed for the Indian Ocean. 

US officials were quoted as saying that the decision had been taken 
by President Carter for two reasons: (i) "to affirm to the Soviet 
Union the American concern about any possible Soviet military move 
to take advantage of the turmoil in Iran", and (ii) "to signal 
countries in the area that are friendly to the United States, such as 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, that Washington was concerned about 
the situation in Iran". 

However, after the Soviet Communist Party organ Pravda 
had on Jan. 1, 1979, accused the United States of spreading 
"provocative fabrications" about a Soviet threat to Iran "in 
order to  justify its gunboat diplomacy there", President Carter 
on Jan. 2 decided against sending a task force to  1rania.n 
waters. 

A statement by President Brezhnev published in Pravda on Nov. 
19 had warned that "any interference, especially military inter- 
ference, in the affairs of Iran-a state which borders directly on the 
Soviet Union-would be regarded by the Soviet Union as affecting 
the interests of its security". The US Secretary of State, Mr Cyrus 
Vance, said on Nov. 19 in response to President Brezhnev's statement 
that the US President, while reaffirming his support for the Shah 
and desire for continued good relations with Iran, did not intend to 
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interfere in any country and that "reports to the contrary are totally from London on Jan. 6 to take up his new post but resigned on Jan. 
without foundation". 9, apparently because he wanted the armed forces to be responsible 

A Prcrvda r e p a  of Dee. 28, however, asserted that the US central to him, whereas Dr Bakhtiar insisted that the Shah should remaid 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) had sent 60 officers to Iran in an effort to Supreme commander. On Jan. l1 Ja'afar Shafaqat* One 
find pro-American politicians for inclusion in a new government Shah's closest aides in the armed forces, was appointed as the ne% 
under which the Shah would be maintained in power. Minister of War. 

Appointment of Govenunent under Dr Bakhtiar - Dr Bakhtiar presented his Cabinet to the MujIb on Jan. if 
Developments under New Administration - Proposed 

and put forward a 17-point programme for the new ~overn: 

Dissolution of Sevak ment. This included the dissolution of Savak; the gradu 
abolition of martial law; the punishment of violators of hu 

The Shah on Dec. 29 asked Dr Shapour Bakhtiar, a long- rights; the release of and payment of compensation to polih 
standing and hih-ranking member of the National Front, to prisoners; a greater role for Moslem religious leaders in t 
form a new government, at the same time requesting Gen. drafting of government legislation; and the continuation of h 
Azhari, who was reported to have suffered a heart attack on with "Arab brothers", support being promised in particul 
Dec. 20, to remain in office until the Prime Ministerdesignate the Palestinians. The Prime Minister also confirmed 
had drawn u p  a cabinet list. Dr Bakhtiar's acceptance of the indications that Iran would no longer export oil to Isr 
premiership was denounced by Ayatollah Khomeini and by the above] and South Africa (which received some 90 per 
National Front, which expelled him from the movement. Gen. its oil from Iran-see page 29259). 

requisite for his acceptance of the premiership. 
Mr Mohammad Moshiri- 

yazdi . . . . . . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ l  and ~ d ~ i ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  The United States on Jan. 4 said that it was rea 
Deputy to the Prime Minister operate with the Government of Dr Bakhtiar, but the 

* Replaced on Jan. 11 by Gen. Ja'afar Shafaqat [see below]. opposition groupings in Iran denounced it. 

Dr Bakhtiar was also a senior member of the influential prodhah Arafat, had publicly expressed their support for Ay 
Bakhtiar tribe in south-west Iran. movement. The spokesman denying the accusa 

Ayatollah had received Libyan and PLO offici The new Cabiiet comprised men virtually unknown in political ,on 21 at thdr own request, but circles but mostly well known in their professions; it was described has never been any questidn of arms or military by an International Herald Tribune report of Jan. 7 as "thoroughly Another spokesman pointed out that the reli@o middle-class". Although having two representatives from ethnic national Iranian minorities (the Kurds and the Azerbaijanis), it contained no other 
members of the religious and secular opposition groups, although Opposition to the Bakhtiar Government 
Gen. Djam, the War Minister, was reported to have the respect of both continued unrest throughout the country. 
the military and the political opposition. The latter returned to Iran the year violent incidents occurred for ih 


