Issue Date: February 19, 1964
African Unrest:
Gabon Revolt

· Coup Background
The Gabonese government of President Leon Mba, 61, was over-thrown February 17 in a bloodless coup d'etat carried out by the army in the capital city of Libreville. Troops and gendarmes, assisted by police, seized the city's strategic centers, including the presidential palace, the post office and the radio station.

The government was taken over by a revolutionary committee set up by the army. It arrested Mba and forced him to sign his resignation. The committee also detained government ministers and the president of the National Assembly. Jean-Hilaire Aubame, an old political foe of Mba's, was appointed to head a new government.

The committee members were identified at a news conference February 18 by a leader of the coup, 2d Lieutenant Daniel Mbene. In addition to Mbene, the committee included Lieutenant Essone Valere, Lieutenant Jacques Mombo and 2d Lieutenant Daniel Nbo Edou.

A government communique urged foreign aid personnel "not to involve themselves in the internal affairs of Gabon in order to retain our good relations."

Coup Background

National Assembly elections had been scheduled for February 22. All parties, except Mba's Gabonese Democratic Bloc (47 candidates), had withdrawn from the race. Mba had dissolved the Assembly in January because, he claimed, it was too large and expensive for the country. His actual reason was reputed to be the Assembly's refusal to cooperate with Mba in a move to remove Aubame as president of the Supreme Court.

Aubame, leader of the opposition Gabonese Democratic and Social Union, had been at political odds with Mba for 20 years. Both had formed, in effect, a coalition government in 1961. Aubame had headed the Gabonese government in the country's first National Assembly on Gabon's achievement of independence from France in 1960. Aubame had represented colonial Gabon in the French National Assembly in Paris 1945-59. [See 1962 Gabon: News in Brief; 1960 French Community: News in Brief]
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