Issue Date: March 11, 1964
Africa:
Gabon Unrest

Demonstrators rioted March 1-3 in Libreville, capital of Gabon, against the government of President Leon Mba and the French military presence in Gabon. Many French-owned autos were stoned and overturned by demonstrators. Gabonese and French troops repeatedly dispersed the rioters, who were largely followers of Jean-Hilaire Aubame, leader of an army rebel group that had ousted Mba February 17 (Mba was later reinstated by French forces). Aubame and most of the rebel leaders had been arrested.

A small bomb exploded March 5 outside the U.S. embassy in Libreville. Several of the building's windows were broken. The bombing had been preceded by threatening phone calls, allegedly by Frenchmen, to embassy officials. Embassy officials attributed the blast to rising anti-U.S. feelings among the city's 6,000 French residents. Opposition to the Americans was based on reports that the U.S. had supported Mba's ouster.

Another bomb was set off on the U.S. embassy grounds March 8, and a passing car sprayed the front of the building with bullets. No one was in the embassy at the time. [See 1964 Africa: Gabon Coup Reversed]

© 2008 Facts On File News Services

