IMMANUEL KANT
1724

Born in Königsberg, East Prussia (since 1945, Kaliningrad, now part of Russia).
1732

Enters Collegium Fredericianum.  
1740

Accession of Frederick the Great.  Kant enters the University of Königsberg, First 


studying Latin literature, then (under the influence of Martin Knutzen) mathematics and 


physics.
1744

Leaves the University, finding employment as tutor in various private households in or 


near Königsberg.
1755

Awarded Master and Doctor of Philosophy degrees, becomes a Privatdozent at the 


University of Königsberg.  Formulates nebular hypothesis of the origin of the solar 


system.
1756

Professorship vacant at the University, but Kant is passed over. 
1758

Russian occupation of Königsberg. Kant applies for a professorship of logic and 


metaphysics, but is again passed over.
1762

Reads the newly published Émile and Social Contract of Rousseau.
1763

The Only Possible Ground of Proof for a Demonstration of God's Existence
1764

On the Distinctness of the Principles of Natural Theology and Morals, which wins 


second prize in a Prussian Academy competition (first prize won by Moses 


Mendelssohn).  
1764

Offered a professorship of poetry at the University, but declines.
1766

Reads Leibniz's newly published New Essays on Human Understanding.  Sublibrarian at 


the University, his first salaried position.
1769

Opportunities of professorships at Erlangen and Jena, but Kant does not apply.
1770

Finally becomes Professor of Logic, University of Königsberg.
1773

Begins lecturing on anthropology; begins  work on Critique of Pure Reason, expecting to 
complete it in a year.
1778

Offered professorship at University of Halle (the leading German University of the time) 


by Prussian Culture Minister Baron von Zedlitz, but declines, deciding to stay in 


Königsberg. 
1781

Critique of Pure Reason finally published. 
1782

Prominent but negative review of KrV in Göttingen Learned Notices, written by 


Christian Garve, but extensively revised by the editor of the journal, J. G. Feder. 
1783

Publication of Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics, an attempted popularization


of the ideas of the Critique, written largely in response to the Garve-Feder review. Kant 


purchases a house in Prinzessinstrasse, where he holds his lectures. K's renowned "daily 


schedule" dates from this time on.
1784-1786
Kant reviews J. G. Herder’s Ideas toward a Philosophy of the History of Humanity. 
1785

Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals.
1786

Death of Frederick the Great, accession of Frederick William II.  Beginning of K. L. 
Reinhold's Letters on the Kantian Philosophy in Christoph Wieland's Deutsche Merkur,
which bring the critical philosophy into the center of philosophical discussion in 
Germany.
1787

Critique of Pure Reason, second edition.
1788

Critique of Practical Reason.  Baron von Zedlitz removed as Minister of Culture, 
replaced by Johann Christoph Wöllner, whom Frederick the Great had called a 
"swindling,scheming parson". Promulgation of religious and censorship edicts
by Wöllner.
1790

Critique of Judgment.
1790-95

The critical philosophy becomes the object of much creative criticism and interpretation, 
not only by Wolffians such as J. A. Eberhard, but also by a new style of "post-Kantian"
philosopher: Reinhold, F. H. Jacobi, G. E. Schulze, Salomon Maimon, J. G. Fichte, and 
F. W. J. Schelling.
1793-1794
Publication of Religion Within the Boundaries of Mere Reason through the faculty of 
philosophy at the University, eluding the censorship of religious publications. Infuriated, 
Wöllner n the King’s name forbids Kant to write on religious subjects. Kant promises the 
King to obey this command.
1795

Toward Perpetual Peace.
1796

Kant retires from university lecturing.
1797

Metaphysics of Morals: Doctrine of Right. Death of Frederick William II, accession of 
Frederick William III and dismissal of Wöllner, who dies in poverty.
1798

Kant again writes on religion in Conflict of the Faculties. Publication of Anthropology 
from a Pragmatic Standpoint, based on notes from his popular lectures. 
1798-1802
Rethinking of critical epistemology and philosophy of
science in the so-called Opus Postumum (first published 1920).
1802-1803
Senility. 
1804

Dies in Königsberg.
