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NE of the questions I
am frequently asked in
one form or another is
“What would your father do
if he were alive today?”
Itsaninteresting ques-
tion, but one that can nev-
er be answered with abso-
lute certainty... I do occa-
sionally wonder how my
father might have appro-
ached 21st century phenom-
ena such as the Internet...

[But] any answers to such
questions that I might sup-

ply are purely speculative.
As a man of intense in-
tellectual interest, I imagine
that my father would have
loved the Internet as a liv-
ing, breathing encyclope-
dia, updated every second.
As a leader of nonviolent
campaigns, he would sure-
ly recognize and use the
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ERE have been so many
Black “firsts” since Dr.
King’s death, and I know
every one would make him
pleased and proud. He
would definitely be pleased
by how much Black people
have accomplished in the
last four decades and by the
growing numbers of Black
college graduates, teachers,
doctors, lawyers and, other
professionals. But if Dr. King
were here today, I think he
would feel we still have so
much, much work to do. I
don’t think he would be pes-
simistic—he was never one
to give up. But Dr. King is
famous for saying he hoped
his own children would grow
up in a world that would
judge them not by the color
of their skin but the content
of their character, and I know
he would be shocked and
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N April 4, 1968, the

Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., was killed by
an assassin’s bullet. It had
been 13 years since the
Montgomery Bus Boycott,
when I had first heard of Dr.
King and a woman named
Rosa Parks.

It had been nine years
since the sit-ins in Nashville,
Greensboro and throughout
the South. I was one of thou-
sands of college students
who, inspired by Dr. King,
used his teaching of nonvio-
lent protest to challenge seg-
regation.

It was five years after
the March on Washington,
where Dr. King shared his
dream with the nation and
the world.

It was 1968. Congress had
passed the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and the Voting Rights
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E can surmise much
of what Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., would say to-
day because, during his life-
time, he was a visionary who
said so many things of en-
during relevance. In 1956,
even as he celebrated the
success of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, King spoke
prophetically of “a new
world in which men will live
together as brothers; a world
in which men will beat their
swords into ploughshares
and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; a world in which
men will no longer take
necessities from the masses
to give luxuries to the class-
es; a world in which all men
will respect the dignity and
worth of all human person-
ality.”
King’s prophetic vision
was rooted in his belief that
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ING Il continued
eb’s power as an efficient

“and time-saving organizing
tool for social change.

With respect to rap and

+ hip-hop culture, I can imag-

ine him applauding the

artists who hold up positive

- values and social change

advocacy, such as P. Diddy,

Russell Simmons and oth-

ers in the recent voter reg-

istration campaigns. On
the other hand, as a hus-
band, father, and minister
f.fof the gospel; I believe he
- would speak out against the
:_vulgarity, misogynist lyrics
E'and bling-bling material-
' m expressed by some, and
‘would urge them to use
their talents to promote edu-
cation and the advance-
ent of human dignity...
- Speculation aside, on
any other critical issues
d matters of principle,
y father’s view were un-
quivocal, and I have found
them to be invaluable to me
as guidelines for prayerful
"’f,consideration of current
events and issues.
With respect to war, some
my father’s words could
e applied with prophetic
_eloquence to the current
tuation in Iraq, such as his
arning that “a so-called
limited war will leave only
calamitous legacy of hu-
an suffering, political tur-
* moil and spiritual disillu-
Continued on Next Page

EBONY e January 2005

Do Now?

EDELMAN continued
angered by how many Black

children still don’t have
equal chances to succeed in
our country.

Today, in 2005, there is still
a“cradle to prison” pipeline
that tracks too many Black
children from birth for fail-
ure and for a prison cell
rather than Princeton. From
the day they are born, thou-
sands of our children are
denied access to the basic
keys to healthy development
and successful transition to
adulthood: high quality
health and mental health
care, affordable and nurtur-
ing child care, effective early
childhood and K-12 educa-
tion, after-school programs,
economic stability, and safe
and supportive families.
And without access to what
should be the birthrights of
every child, these children
are diverted...into the pipe-
line that leads to poor devel-
opment, isolation, failure,
abandonment, mental health
problems, substance abuse,
violence, and ultimately, pri-
son. There may not be signs
on a wall pointing our chil-
dren toward this pipeline
the way the “Whites Only”
and “Colored” signs direct-
ed them under Jim Crow, but
this pipeline is very real, and
more and more of our chil-
dren are being systematical-

ly tracked there every year.
Continued on Next Page

REP. LEWIS continued

Act of 1965. Legal segrega-
tion was all but dead. Yet Dr.
King knew that his work was
not done. .. There was still
a great distance to go before
we built the Beloved Com-
munity, a community of
racial and social justice, a
community at peace with
itself.

It was 1968, and Dr. King
was busy waging the Poor
People’s Campaign. He had
come to believe that the
struggle for justice and
equality was not just a ques-
tion of race, but also a ques-
tion of class. So he had come
to Memphis, Tenn., to stand
in solidarity with striking
sanitation workers. And he
was killed.

But what if Dr. King had
lived? What if Dr. King were
still with us today? What
would he be doing? How
would he be working to
change the world?

I see the answers in his
work of 1968. Dr. King had
refused to join the Estab-

lishment, remaining an out-
Continued on Next Page

CARSON continued

Christianity was a potential-
ly powerful force on behalf
of social justice. In a 1965
EBONY article, he reflected
that he was “many things to
many people: Civil Rights
leader, agitator, trouble-
maker and orator, but in the
quiet recesses of my heart, I
am fundamentally a clergy-
man, a Baptist preacher.”
Rejecting otherworldly
Christianity, he insisted,
“The faith must have some
relevance here, where the
precious lives of men are
still sadly disfigured by
poverty and hatred, where
millions of God’s children
are trampled over by the
iron feet of oppression.” The
son and grandson of Baptist
preachers who were also
civil rights leaders, King
vowed during his years in
seminary to become an ad-
vocate of “the social gospel,”
committing himself not only
“to change the soul of indi-
viduals so that their soci-
eties may be changed,” but

also “to change the societies
Continued on Next Page
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KING Il continued

sionment.” I feel very com-
fortable in standing with
those who are calling for a
rapid de-escalation of U.S.
military involvement in Iraq,
while strengthening the
role of the United Nations
in ending this war.

One of my father’s most
profound insights was a
unified theory of peace...
He believed that the most
powerful method for ach-
ieving both peace and social
justice was nonviolence,
and this remains the touch-
stone of my commitment to
his legacy. . .

And so, I can easily ima-
gine him leading marches
to legislative houses to de-
monstrate in support of
strengthening voting rights
legislation. I can envision
him organizing boycotts of
corporations that discrimi-
nate ... and lobbying for
sanctions against countries
that violate human rights.
And I can see him organiz-
ing sit-ins at state and local
boards of voter registration
to protest against suppres-
sion of the voting rights of
people of color.

When he was assassinat-
ed, Martin Luther King Jr.
was engaged in organizing
the “Poor Peoples’ Cam-
paign, a coalition of people
of all races united in sup-
port of the eradication of
economic injustice and in
favor of a job at a decent
wage for all workers... He
understood that this would
be the most difficult phase

of the Movement, and it
Continued on Page 50
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EDELMAN continued
How unequal do Black

children’s chances remain?
Consider just a few facts:

® Children of color enter
foster care at higher rates,
even when their families
have the same characteris-
tics as comparable White
families.

® Black children are twice
as likely as White children to
be without health insurance.

® Only 35 percent of Black
3- to 5- year-olds are able to
perform three out of four
basic reading and math skills.

® A Black student who
graduates from high school
has a greater chance of be-
ing unemployed than a White
student who dropped out of
elementary school.

® Although they repre-
sent just 34 percent of the
U.S. adolescent population,
minority youths make up 62
percent of the youths in
detention.

® At present rates, a sig-
nificantly higher proportion
of Black men will go to
prison than receive a college
degree.

The evidence shows that
for all our progress, for too
many Black children 2005
doesn’t look that different
from 1965 . ..

How would Dr. King re-
spond? I think Dr. King
would see this pipeline for
what it is—a tragic and un-
necessary loss of our chil-
dren’s potential that we can
fix and we must change it if
our hard-earned racial pro-
gress is not to be under-

mined... And I think Dr. King
Continued on Page 50

REP. LEWIS continued

side voice that forced our
nation’s leaders to confront
the ugly truths that they
would rather ignore. He was
a moral voice against the
war in Vietnam, against un-
employment, racism, big-
otry and hatred. And so he
would remain today.

As Dr. King denounced
the war in Vietnam, so
would he denounce the war
in Iraq. He would again
quote Gandhi, that “the
choice is nonviolence or
nonexistence.” He would
renew his call that “we must
learn to live together as
brothers and sisters, or we
shall perish as fools.”

As Dr. King stood with
the Memphis sanitation
workers, so would he stand
with those who remain left
out and left behind. In the
richest nation on earth, 45
million of our brothers and
sisters have no health care.
The unemployment rate
among minorities is double
that of White Americans.
The high school drop-out
rate for male students of col-
or is unacceptable . ..

America would be a lot
less quiet about these tra-
gedies if Dr. King were still
with us. He would be travel-
ing to houses of worship, to
colleges and universities, to
wherever he could find an
audience.

As in the Movement, he
would use music and popu-
lar culture, including rap, to
further the cause. He even
would have challenged hip-

hop culture to use its power
Continued on Page 50
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so that the individual soul
will have a chance.”

Thus King would chal-
lenge the current tendency
in the United States to
equate Christian faith with
right-wing politics, for he
saw Christianity as a poten-
tially powerful force on be-
half of social justice. He
rejected religious funda-
mentalism based on selec-
tive, literal interpretations of
the Bible. Rather than em-
phasizing isolated biblical
injunctions against, for ex-
ample, homosexuality, King
stressed the numerous bib-
lical statements mandating
justice and compassion for
the poor. In the EBONY arti-
cle, King expressed his dis-
may at the “un-Christian
Christian” who thought of
the Church as a “private
country club” and refused
“to take up the cross and
march beside their op-
pressed brethren . . ”

Although King’s legacy
has often been reduced to
an “I have a dream” sound
bite, the landmark civil
rights legislation of the
1960s achieved only part of
his dream. As Congress de-
bated that legislation, he
had already proposed a “Bill
of Rights for the Disadvan-
taged,” and at the end of his
life he launched a Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign. The King
who spent his last hours
struggling on behalf of
Memphis sanitation work-
ers would certainly speak
strongly against the gulf that

still exists between rich and
Continued on Page 50
EBONY e January 2005



KING Il continued

would require a more res-
olute commitment to nonvi-
olent civil disobedience,
economic withdrawal and
more confrontational forms
of nonviolence. I believe
that this is exactly what is
needed today.

There was a lot of discus-
sion about “values” during
the presidential election,
but the values in question
were inadequately defined.
In his book, Where Do We
Go From Here: Chaos or Com-
munity? my father called for
“anew revolution of values”
to create a society based on
compassion, justice, peace
and brotherhood... With
prophetic relevance for our
times, he declared, “We still
have a choice today: nonvi-
olent co-existence or violent
co-annihilation. This may
well be mankind’s last
chance to choose between
chaos or community.”

Martin Luther King Jr. en-
visioned a new America and
a worldwide Beloved Com-
munity, in which all people
could have a decentlife and
live together in peace and
security. As he said in his
Nobel Peace Prize accep-
tance speech 40 years ago, “I
have the audacity to believe
that people everywhere can
have three meals a day for
their bodies, education and
culture for their minds, dig-
nity, equality and freedom
for their spirits.” This auda-
cious vision of hope chal-
lenges us still, as we carry
forward his unfinished work
into the 21st century. []
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would respond with every
resource he had available,
beginning with one of the
most basic tools we used in
the 1960s: voter registration
and participation. The last
two presidential elections
have proven beyond a doubt
that every vote counts, and
Black people have a critical
responsibility to use our
right to vote ... But Dr.
King wouldn’t want us to
stop there. He would work
with community leaders,
including ones in commu-
nities that are already mak-
ing positive changes and can
be an example to others. He
would preach sermons ask-
ing his fellow leaders in the
faith community to get in-
volved and to encourage
their congregations to focus
on children’s needs. He
would be speaking out to
young people themselves—
encouraging them to make
the right decisions and do
what they need to do to stay
on track for positive futures.
And he would want to make
sure parents and teachers
and service providers and
all other adults who are
involved in children’s lives
every day understand how
important their responsibil-
ities are.

The cradle-to-prison pipe-
line remains a crisis for our
children, but Dr. King would
be right at the front lines
with those of us who are
already working to end it for
good. That requires us all to
build a mighty movement to
save our children! L]

REP. LEWIS continued
and influence for good. Like

all communication, it must
treat each man and wo-
man with dignity and
respect...

He would use all the tools
at his disposal—tools that
we did not even dream of
during the Movement— com-
puters, fax machines, e-mail.

Despite the challenges
that remain, Dr. King would
marvel at all that we have
accomplished. As a nation
and a people, we have come
a great distance since the
days of Jim Crow and segre-
gation. All the good that we
have accomplished would
only fuel his hope.. ..

I remember when I was
lying in a hospital bed just
after “Bloody Sunday.” Ala-
bama State Troopers had
attacked and beaten us dur-
ing a peaceful march from
Selma to Montgomery to
demand the right to vote.
Dr. King visited me and said,
“John, we are going to make
that march from Selma to
Montgomery. We are going
to pass the Voting Rights
Act” And we did.

This was the hope, the
determination, and the
courage that made Dr. King
such a great man.

If Dr. King were still with
us today, he would use that
hope, that determination
and that courage to make
our world a better place.

And with Dr. King, with
all that he could do and all
those he could inspire, we
would be that much closer to
the Beloved Community. []

CARSON continued

poor, not only in the United |

States but in the world. To
those who labeled him a
subversive, King responded,

“I didn’t get my inspiration

from Karl Marx; I got it from

a man named Jesus, a Gali-
lean saint who said he was
annointed to heal the bro-f
ken-hearted ... annointed to
deal with the problems of

the poor.”

against war, for his ideal of
nonviolence applied as much
to the powerful as to the
powerless, as much to na-
tions as well as freedom
movements... Four decades
before the war in Iraq, he
called upon all nations to
reduce “their arsenals of
weapons of mass destruc-
tion.” King’s opposition to
the war in Vietnam was
rooted in the same moral
and religious values that
motivated his civil rights
activism. Speaking to critics
who maintained that peace
and civil rights did not mix,
he insisted, “They seem to
forget that before I was a civ-
il rights leader, I answered a
call, and when God speaks,
who can but prophesy. .
The eulogy King suggest-
ed for his own funeral pro-
vides the best indications of
the values he would still af-
firm if his life: “I want you to
say that day, thatI tried to be
right on the war question. I
want you to be able to say
that day, that I did try to feed
the hungry... I want you to
say thatI tried to love and to
serve humanity.” L]
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He would also speak out



