
Seminar on Event Semantics
Stanford: 530–233C

Spring 2001

Lecturer: Cleo Condoravdi
Office: MJH 124
e-mail: condorav@csli.stanford.edu
Office Hours: Tu 12–1 and by appointment

Requirements

Research paper.
Brief presentation of work in progress.

Course Outline

1. Basic motivations for events and event semantics

Readings: Davidson 1967, Parsons 1990 (ch. 1–3), Bennett 1988 (ch. XI),
Piñón 1995 (ch. 1.1), Eckardt 1998 (ch. 2)

2. Aspectual composition and characterizations of telicity

Readings: Krifka 1992, Krifka 1989, Krifka 1998,
Hay, Kennedy and Levin 1999, Piñón 2001, Cipria and Roberts 2000

Background readings: Vendler 1967a, Dowty 1979, Bach 1986,
Carlson 1981, Verkuyl 1989

3. States

Readings: Piñón 1999, Kratzer 2000

4. Lexical Decomposition

Main Readings: Rapp & von Stechow 2000

Background readings: von Stechow 1996

5. Reified Temporal Theories

Readings: Allen 1984, Shoham 1987, Galton 1991

6. Nominalizations

Readings: Zucchi 1993 (ch. 1, 3)

Background readings: Vendler 1967b, Bennett 1988 (ch. I, II),
Parsons 1990 (ch. 7)

7. The progressive

Readings: Landman 1992, Bonomi 1997

Background readings: Dowty 1979, Vlach 1981, Parsons 1989,
Parsons 1990 (ch. 9)
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Christoph Schwarze and Arnim von Stechow, eds., Meaning, Use and In-

terpretation of Language, 250–269. Berlin: W. de Gruyter.

[71] Kennedy, Chris, and Louise McNally. 1999. From Event Structure to Scale
Structure: Degree Modification in Deverbal Adjectives. SALT IX 163-180.

[72] Kenny, Anthony. 1963. Action, Emotion, and Will . New York: Humanities
Press.

[73] Kim, Jaegwon. 1969. Events and their Descriptions: Some Considerations.
In Nicholas Rescher, ed., Essays in Honor of Carl G. Hempel , 198–215.
Dordrecht: Reidel.

[74] Kiparsky, Paul. 1998. Partitive Case and Aspect. In Miriam Butt and Wil-
helm Geuder, eds., 265–307.

6



[75] Klein, Wolfgang. 1994. Time in Language. London: Routledge.

[76] König, Ekkerhard. 1980. On the Context-Dependence of the Progressive in
English. In Christian Rohrer, ed., 269–291.

[77] Kowalski, Robert and Marek Sergot. 1986. A Logic-Based Calculus of
Events. New Generation Computing 4, 67–95.

[78] Kratzer, Angelika. 1996. Severing the External Argument from its Verb.
In Johan Rooryck and Laurie Ann Zaring, eds., Phrase Structure and the

Lexicon, 109–137. Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

[79] Kratzer, Angelika. 1998. Scope or Pseudoscope? Are there Wide-Scope
Indefinites? In Susan Rothstein, ed., 163–196.

[80] Kratzer, Angelika. 2000. Building Statives. To appear in Proceedings of the

Berkeley Linguistics Society 26 .

[81] Krifka, Manfred. 1989. Nominal Reference, Temporal Constitution and
Quantification in Event Semantics. In Renate Bartsch, Johan van Benthem
and Peter van Emde Boas (eds.), Semantics and Contextual Expressions ,
75–115. Dordrecht: Foris Publications.

[82] Krifka, Manfred. 1991. Four Thousand Ships Passed Through the Lock:
Object-Induced Measure Functions on Events. Linguistics and Philosophy

13, 487–519.

[83] Krifka, Manfred. 1992. Thematic Relations as Links between Nominal Ref-
erence and Temporal Constitution. In Ivan Sag and Anna Szabolcsi, eds.,
Lexical Matters , 29–53. Stanford: CSLI Publications.

[84] Krifka, Manfred. 1998. The Origins of Telicity. In Susan Rothstein, ed.,
197–235.

[85] Landman, Fred. 1992. The Progressive. Natural Language Semantics 1, 1-
32.

[86] Landman, Fred. 1993. Plurals and Events. The Jerusalem Lectures. To
appear, Kluwer Academic Publishers.

[87] Landman, Fred. 1996. Plurality. In Shalom Lappin, ed., The Handbook of

Contemporary Semantic Theory, 425–457. Oxford: Blackwell.

[88] Landman, Fred. 1998. Plurals and Maximalization. In Susan Rothstein, ed.,
237–271.

[89] Larson, Richard. 1998. Events and Modification in Nominals. SALT VIII ,
145–168.

7



[90] Lasersohn, Peter. 1988. A Semantics for Groups and Events . Doctoral dis-
sertation, Ohio State University.

[91] Lasersohn, Peter. 1990. Group Action and Spatio-Temporal Proximity. Lin-

guistics and Philosophy 13, 179–206.

[92] Lasersohn, Peter. 1992. Generalized Conjunction and Temporal Modifica-
tion. Linguistics and Philosophy 15, 381–410.

[93] Lasersohn, Peter. 1995. Plurality, Conjunction and Events . Dordrecht:
Kluwer Academic Publishers.

[94] Lasersohn, Peter. 1998. Events in the Semantics of Collectivizing Adver-
bials. In Susan Rothstein, ed., 273–292.

[95] Laskarides, Alex. 1991. The Progressive and the Imperfective Paradox. Syn-

these 87, 401–447.

[96] Laskarides, Alex and Nicholas Asher. 1993. Temporal Interpretation, Dis-
course Relations and Commonsense Entailment. Linguistics and Philosophy

16, 437–493.

[97] Leinfellner, Werner, Eric Kraemer and Jeffrey Schank (eds.). 1982.
Sprache und Ontologie: Akten des sechsten Internationalen Wittgenstein-

Symposiums . Vienna: Hölder-Pichler-Tempsky.
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