OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Number: 245
Section: 01

Enrollment: 56
Responses Incl Declines: 41
Declines: 0
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40
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OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 1 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: Homework structure (amount and number of graded), in-class exercises CHANGE: More coldcalling to get faster answers and keep discussion moving. Most people are slow to respond during

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

lecture even though they know the answers.

Data tables and what-if analysis. I expect to use these regularly in life.

Absolutely. More advanced modeling (classic excel models like the first part of the class on
if,min,max,etc).

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Incredible introduction to excel and modeling. Extensive examples allow you to master concepts,
and are coupled with really high-quality teaching.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Phenomenal. Your lectures and examples were stellar. We could all tell you were very invested in the
class and our success. Highlight of my quarter!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 2 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: non graded assignments and handouts Change: always working in in-class pairs (could
instead use our own laptops), long lectures

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Modeling and simulation

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 3 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep time in class to work on problems and get in the moment feedback. Keep Professors Iancu
and Wang!!

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

How to approach problem solving with models vs. just intuition.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 4 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

25

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I love Dan and Whang!!! Best TAs too. This course was my favorite. Incorporating more outside one
on one help into the class structure would be better to help students get up to speed.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

All of it! I knew nothing

Yes. One that is structured to solving day to day or my career focuses.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

It’s a big time commitment. It the resources are available if you commit.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You’re such a great resource and an amazing teacher. It was an honor working with you and a real
pleasure. I had no clue what was going on initially and you made me comfortable I could succeed.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 5 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

13

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in-class pair computer exercises. I would have less hw assignments, and give more time for
each assignment instead.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

I learned how to build a model and became more familiar with excel.

Models that you might see in the consulting or private equity world.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Dan is amazing. All the professors and teaching assistants are very willing to help you!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Keep exuding warmth and help. You are an incredible teacher

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 6 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Can we get rid of crystal ball? Doubt that many people will use that after the course. Definitely keep
the flipped classroom so you can work during the session

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Decision tables

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 7 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

The assignment is really long

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

The modelling mindset

Yes

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

It's a good course

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thanks for the course design!

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 8 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep 1) video tutorials, and potentially add more; 2) split between graded and non-graded
assignments. Change 1) lecture focus with screen featuring live working through of a case in Excel

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

as opposed to more abstract discussions using slides; 2) introduction of decision trees topic at the
end of the course given it's not on final (time potentially better spent reviewing key concepts from
earlier in course and showing how they all fit together)
How to use Excel to produce and refine robust models using tools that were new to me like Solver
and Crystal Ball.

Introduction to Financial Modeling

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Fast-paced course that is worth spending lots of time on and investing in. Worth taking advantage
of outside resources like office hours and review sessions. Overall, the professors' and TAs'
dedication to students is outstanding.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

The course content did not come naturally to me, and I definitely found this class to be challenging,
but I am so appreciative of how patient and clear you are in your explanations, and how you go
above and beyond to demonstrate a genuine commitment to the well-being and growth of your
students. It was a real privilege to be in the classroom with you, and I haven't met another
professor at the GSB who can more clearly and convincingly convey complex topics to students
who are relatively new to the subject matter. Thank you so much for all of your time and effort -- it
was not lost on us just how much you cared, and you are easily one of the most admired professors
by our class. While your area of expertise is still challenging for me, I would love the opportunity to
take a future course with you if it meant I could have the chance to continue learning under you.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: Balance of graded and non-graded assignments, and review sessions before the midterm
and final exams. CHANGE: Requirement to read and watch videos for certain concepts (I would

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

require one or the other one), and amount of time spent on in-class computer exercises (I would
spend more time lecturing - for students to understand the concepts - and less on the exercises
themselves).
How modelling and optimization can be applied to real-life scenarios from different industries.

Yes! I would like to learn more applications of modelling and optimization in Excel, and eventually
learn how to do more complex models in other software (I am taking CS 106A: the basic
programming course next term). Really interested in the how technology can be used to
solve/preempt business problems!

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

I truly enjoyed taking this course! At times it required a lot of effort and time, but I can clearly see
how the lessons learned can be applied to my career as a business leader. It is an amazing course
to take as a first-term MBA student!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you very much for your time, guidance, and engagement, Prof. Iancu! Your cheerful attitude
and clear mastery of the content inspired me to put my very best to learn and apply the concepts
learned in the course. I would love to take another course with you, and am truly looking forward to
keeping in touch. Thanks again!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Less lecture, more time to work through problem sets with guidance from professors

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Everything! These skills are so applicable in every industry.

Yes! I would love to get into more complex models.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Both professors are amazingly kind and helpful! They know this stuff backwards and forwards, and
genuinely want to do everything they can to help you learn.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You are the best! Genuinely looked forward to class in the morning. Your expertise and empathy are
both unparalleled, and your ability to explain complicated concepts in simple ways was
extraordinarily helpful. Thank you for such a great quarter!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Dan's lectures and videos

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

How to build an optimization model

A course that allowed us to model for our own businesses

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This course is hard if you have no modeling background, but very useful and fun.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for an incredible course! Your lecture style is incredibly helpful and we greatly appreciate
the time you took to help us during office hours.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Definitely keep Dan and the overall format of the class (small lecture, then modeling practice with
partners) Change: more structured TA reviews instead of office hours; fewer assignments due

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

immediately before major assessments (midterm/exam)

Building a dynamic model to optimize profit and/or minimize costs

Maybe an "Advanced Excel" class for those of us with zero work experience in Excel - includes
modeling best practices, shortcuts, etc.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Dan is fantastic and extremely willing to help - you just have to ask!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for the excellent instruction and patience this quarter for someone like me with zero
experience

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
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Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

i like the computer lab-based class and that we switch partners every other week. wouldn't change
anything. except maybe that a video solution would be helpful for crystal ball specifically (since

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

there are steps here that aren't intuitive just by reviewing a solution, as opposed to the earlier
linear optimization ones)

data tables, solver, sensitivity reports - all excel tools i can see myself using int he future

yes!

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

useful excel modeling skills. computer lab-based format lets you practice each week with a partner.
take your time actually understanding the homework each week, so you're not completely confused
by the time the final comes around.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

best instructor i've had at the gsb - potentially ever (including 4 years at harvard college). so
knowledgeable about the material and so dedicated to teaching students. i swung by office hours a
few time and was just blown away by your patience and enthusiasm and 1:1 attention.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in class exercises and problem sets, thought all of those were fantastic practice, learning opps
and highly useful cases Change - some of the in class lectures were hard to follow along. Might just

most...) two things, what would these
be?

be the nature of the material / my learning style, but it was easy to get lost in the weeds just
hearing / seeing lecture slides instead of doing.

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Crystal ball is incredibly useful and pretty intuitive too, I feel comfortable with it and could see
myself applying it in the future.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Yes. More advanced modeling and crystal ball.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Useful class. Stay on top of assignments and class exercises.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Really enjoyed the class and your enthusiasm for the material.

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

20

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep the class problems and the assignments. Keep doing the assignments AFTER learning in
class- some do not do this, and I really appreciate learning first. Keep building /referencing past

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

models- helped put it into context.

How to use basic concepts to build out more complex models.

Yes- just continuing to build on these ideas and seeing really critical real world examples. I may not
need to code the most difficult case, but I'd like to know how to use the language to speak to it.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Gives you an incredible base for modeling. Professors really want you to learn, put in the time and
you will.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

INCREDIBLE. The amount of time and effort you put in is really rare and so much appreciated. Your
lectures and clear and funny and you explain things in incredibly simple ways. You never seem to
lose your patience even though I imagine it would be easy to. Thank you so much!! I went to office
hours with professor Whang once and actually left more confused.. so I know it's difficult, yet you
make it look so easy! thank you!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep Prof Iancu. I loved the way he explained things so clearly. I would also keep the in class
exercises. It was great to practice in class. One thing I would change would probably be that I would

most...) two things, what would these
be?

offer either an in-class or out of class session at the beginning of each application module (excel,
solver, crystall ball) to walk through the intricacies of how the systems work. At the review session
yesterday, it was very helpful to see prof Iancu go through the processes of using solver and crystal
ball to solve questions.

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

That it's important to think through problems before jumping into excel or whatever platform will be
used.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Take it with Prof Iancu. He's great!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I really liked this class. It was very well structured!

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

11

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: (1) outstanding instruction and dedication of Dan Iancu (2) The Office Hours sessions--the
TAs and those frequent sessions were critical in helping me gain a better grasp on the material and

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

improve my skills. Change: The strict adherence to the grading distribution (i.e. 10% LPs, 50%P,
30%P, 10%P). If you managed it to reduce the # of LPs, students would take a more vested
interest in learning (at least I would) and the students who are "sandbagging" would not
unnecessarily push the pace of the class (which negatively affects the learning of the true base
students) and not affect the curve. I'd also recommend more instruction on material before class
(i.e. HW is to watch an instructional video) so that class lessons are the 2nd time students see the
material and allows for more time on working on the problems with the TAs and profs available to
assist.
How to model and interpret model data

No. I learned a lot in this class, but it's not a strength of mine.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This class is a challenging class that will require a lot of work outside of class. I probably spent the
most time working on this class and accounting. Luckily, the Professors and TAs are EXTREMELY
helpful and responsive to your questions. Most importantly, they're truly dedicated to you learning
the material. I did learn a lot in the course and think it's a valuable, applicable skill.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan is the most dedicated and professional professor I've ever had or seen. He truly wants his
students to understand the material and routinely went out of his way to ensure they had the tools
or instruction to improve. He was extremely responsive to questions after hours and often spent
extra time with students that were having trouble. Late in the term, he fell ill yet still supported his
students from home via web chats to help them with lessons and homework assignments. This is
the type of professor that the GSB should offer tenure to, because he's too talented and may find
work elsewhere if we don't incentivize him to stay.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep Professor Iancu and in-class case practices. I would remove Crystal Ball, because it is a
very old-fashioned program and I do not see it improving my leadership skills. I would also decrease

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

the amount of assignment since they take 4 hours per week, which is a huge time commitment.

How to translate decisions into Excel to decrease time consumption and increase efficiency

No

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Professors are amazing. You'll learn a great deal about decision making in Excel. Be ready to spare
significant time for the assignments.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

AMAZING INSTRUCTOR. Selfless, professional, helpful!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 21 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep assignments and in class exercises in pairs. Change pair every day

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Data tables is the one thing I will use often and excel tricks

Business model modeling. Build a SaaS mode that is not that hard as an exercise.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Great to learn basic modeling in Excel. I found super useful to understand how to structure a model
and also how to build data tables. Found very useful to learn from real examples in different areas

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Amazing class and energy! I found this class both useful and fun. I think you could also call students
attention when they are not paying attention and participating.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

2

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep the TAs to make sure everybody can be helped by an instructor I would resuce the
time of the lecture to give more time for the exercise

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Linear optimization

No because not enough related to my future career

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: 1. In class exercise; 2. changing seat plans CHANGE:1.more practical cases; 2.
demonstration of building model, not just slides

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

The logic of thinking about how to tackle the problem in a logical way

Yes! Healthcare related problem will be perfect.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Super nice instructors, super interesting topics covered.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thanks you for your hard work to put all the things together! I learned a ton from this course and I
am sure it will help me in my future work. Thanks a lot for this.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 25 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

20

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

No

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 26 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

2

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

keep: 1) Prof. Dan Iancu, his passion for the class and deep knowledge and patience is key to make
this a great class. 2) Ignacio, he has a great attitude. change: 1) I wish I could bring my laptop to

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

class, I do not like sharing the computer. I found that I had some partners during the course that
did not let me drive the mouse (now that I think about it, both my male team members controlled
the keyboard and mouse) I didn't learn when I was with them. I had a very hard time and had to
repeat the problems on my own. 2) Sometimes it was hard to focus when the prof. was giving
lecture. Maybe the lecture could be more interactive. I am not sure if Bass is the best place to have
this class since people can hide between the monitors.
To question the logic. For instance to test the constraints with different values to understand if it is
binding the way I want it to bind. In summary, to be more analytical and logical.

Yes, I would like to use models to predict optimal flight schedules for a big carrier, to increase the
complexity of having different routes. Or to create optimal routes for amazon deliveries or
warehouse picking. I would also like to learn how to do demand planning, used to work in a place
where we used SAP but I am pretty sure there are better ways to get the most of an ERP.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Dan is the best proffesor, he trully cares about his students learning process. He is very humble
and extremely experienced in the subject. He also believes in his students, and that helps us
believe that we can learn.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Prof. Iancu, thank you so much for being very patient and for always believing in me. I really enjoyed
this class. I am very grateful to have had a professor that is so dedicated as passionate about the
subject.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 27 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

9

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

a lot of work but very important.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 28 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Using excel sheet to make models. I know programming languages but using excel sheets do the
same is very different

More videos. More number of logic charts like how it was in Starbucks case to show how to do
problems.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Very useful. Budget more time on assignments that one suggested. Go over logic once the
solutions have been posted.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Having more of logic charts like the Starbucks one for other problems.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 29 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: - In class review of content of an actual case we have tried with the professors. Great to learn
by doing first, but also frustrating. However, it does make the in class review of content more

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

effective and applicable. - Videos taking us through - in class exercises lined up with the homework,
which allowed us to apply what we'd learned. Change: - Articulate the reasoning behind the
modeling like Monte Carlo. It was hard for me to solve at the beginning because I didn't understand
the logic/statistics behind what we were doing.
How to use excel for predictive modeling. I am really motivated to keep building skills in this area.

Yes! Perhaps one that allows us to attack our real life problems with these models.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This is class is really important. Dan is so passionate about the subject. If you work hard and really
listen, you can learn a lot. It's definitely a challenge, but a good one.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You are so wonderful! Thanks for your passion and time. I really loved the class and I am motivated
to learn more modeling.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 30 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep office hours and level of support. Change distribution of the class -- people are in base that
should not be!

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan is the best. He truly invests his time in the students and wants us to succeed. He makes the
course bearable.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 31 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: Graded assignments (it's not fun but it's a helpful way to force practice) CHANGE: Amount of
time spent on lectures at the beginning of class (we get a little disconnected - this room doesn't

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

make it easy to focus)

Modeling

N/A

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

It's a nice course - I mean you have to take it whether you want to or not, so I can't really say much
on the "considering" taking it front. But you will get something out of it and it isn't too hard if you
pay attention in class and utilize prior examples.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

DAN IS THE BEST!! So passionate about teaching, so helpful, clearly wants us to do well. He's also
amazingly flexible with office hours, and he's great about addressing concerns that people bring up
as the course progresses.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 32 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

14

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Dan and Jin! And Ignacio. I thought the professors and TAs were incredibly patient and kind. I am
grateful to them for helping me in their extra time as well. On the negative side, there are many

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

many students in my class who have extensive experience in the subject, and they were celebrated
for having high scores. If they are going to be celebrated for essentially sandbagging, I think the
teachers could have also celebrated those who were consistently trying who faced a much steeper
learning curve. One small initial idea on this-- time spent in office hours could count towards
participation. Or perhaps those without quant or consulting backgrounds could have been
evaluated on a different curve.
I enjoyed learning the most fundamental of Excel skills, such as conditional formatting and how to
sum and multiply within Excel.

I would be most interested in when data and Excel fail-- something human centered.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

very challenging for someone with zero background in the course, but the professors are so kind.
the issue is that classmates well verses in the subject are hiding out in the class.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

thank you for being such a supportive professor throughout the quarter, i so appreciate the time
you spent coaching me.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 33 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

12

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: - Video tutorials on how to solve problems were very useful - Office hours with the TAs!
CHANGE: - I would suggest spending more time actually solving problems on the projector - I would

most...) two things, what would these
be?

recommend assigning student pairings more deliberately (to make sure students who lack prior
knowledge can maximize learning)

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

- How to set up an optimization model. This was foreign to me and I quite like it (even though it's
difficult)

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Yes! I would like to see how models can be applied to make difficult public sector decisions

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

- Go to office hours with TAs and with Dan! - Try problems on your own first. If you get stuck, ask for
help. - Form study groups. They can be really helpful

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

THANK YOU so much Dan! Your passion and commitment make a huge difference. I'd love to take
more class with you in the future!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 34 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep videos! and your passion for teaching. Change finals to be collaborative.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

How to use Excel

No

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thanks for being so supportive and a passionate teacher. My only concern is your praise for the 11
people that received perfect scores on the midterm. The majority if not all of them were clearly
sandbagging-- this creates disincentives for us to want to try in class.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 35 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: flipped format, in-class exercise change: optional hw should have been graded, first midterm
too easy, not enough variance in grades on top

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

excel modeling

not for me

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

enjoy!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

instructors were good, engaged, and fair.

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 36 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

keep in class exercises, change in class lectures (the lectures felt less effective and easier to lose
interest)

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

building simulations

yes - I would definitely take a follow up class.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

great introduction to simulation and modeling

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan cares deeply and does an amazing job to make sure student make the most of the class

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 37 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep the in-class computer exercises but add a bit more up-front instruction when new
topics were being introduced-I think kicking off a new topic by all walking through a problem

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

together would have been really impactful.

Learning how to use some of the tools in excel (solver and crystal ball) and better understanding
how I can use some of the functions. I can absolutely see using these skills in all kinds of ways
throughout my career
I would! I think I'd be interested in a project-based class that helped translate the skills we learned
into solving real business problems.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Definitely read the materials on Canvas that introduce a new topic, otherwise you'll spend the first
few classes on that topic feeling entirely lost. Also, reviewing the problem sets done in class and
solutions on your own is a great way to cement learning. Finally, try to do the assignments by
yourself first and then work with others.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thanks for everything this quarter! Your enthusiasm for the topic and investment in our learning
really helped bring us all along

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 38 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: Review on the solutions of all questions and video tutorial. Change: Encourage students to be
punctual

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

The concept of optimization.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 39 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP- the required assignments, as they really forced me to practice KEEP- ability to do
assignments in groups- it was really helpful to talk through our different approaches to the problem

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

CHANGE- Maybe don't do decision trees as I felt we ran out of time to do them properly

How to break an operational problem into inputs, decisions, constraints etc

It would be great to get a real world problem and have to decide how to set up the model

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

A good bread-and-butter excel course

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Well done- I really appreciated your enthusiasm, clarity and the way you kept the class moving
despite the various skill levels

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 40 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: graded and non-graded assignments and working in class Change: more office hours, more
videos

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

How to model!

Yes, more practice modeling!

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Do all of the homework even the non-graded assignments since it will help you alot

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan was an amazing instructor and clearly cared about the students and our well-being

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 56

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 41

Catalog & Section: 245 01

Declined: 0
Response 41 of 41

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Actually do the problems in class. I just went to the review session last night for the final and we
actually did a problem. It was a far better experience and i learned a great deal more then the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

lectures. Second, I would spend more then 5 minutes over the course connecting this to how it
would be applicable to our careers as unlikely many of us will build one of these on our own.
Answering questions like how to interpret the data? Maybe looking at actual case studies would be
helpful, just an idea. This is an interesting and applicable topic to my job after school but i dont feel
as though i am any better at interpreting or reading a model then i was when i started the class
which is a shame.
This might be more useful then i had previously thought to my professional career.

if it doesn't address my concerns above then ABSOLUTELY NOT.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Meet with Dan, he is very passionate and wants people to do well. He is also willing to take the time
and work with you.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I thought Dan was quite a good teacher. He is obviously passionate about the material and really
cares about the class. I think the format of the class needs to change as I outlined in my previous
comments.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Number: 245
Section: 02

Enrollment: 51
Responses Incl Declines: 38
Declines: 0

Category Summary
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3

Learning

3.9
4.3

Content

4.1
4.7

Teaching - Dan Iancu

4.3
4.1
4.1

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved ea…
3.8
3.8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found e…

0

1

2

3

4

5

Category

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Area
Mean Mean

Area
Median Median

STDEV

Learning

38

74.5%

4.3

3.9

5

4

1.2

Content

38

74.5%

4.3

4.1

4

4

0.7

Teaching - Dan Iancu

35

68.6%

4.7

4.3

5

5

0.7

Learning Goals - Pleas e rate how well you achieved each of the
following:

152

74.5%

4.1

4.1

4

4

0.8

Cours e Elements - Pleas e rate how us eful you found each of the
following:

189

74.1%

3.8

3.8

4

4

1.0

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.7
Overall, how would you describe the quality of the ins…
4.3

0

Question
Overall, how would you des cribe the quality
of the ins truction in this cours e?

1

2

3

4

5

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

35

68%

4.7

4.3

5

5

0.7

Note: 5:Excellent; 4:Good; 3:Fair; 2:Poor; 1:Very poor;

4

3

2

1

74% 20% 3% 3% 0%

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.4
4.4

Gaining appreciation for quantitative modeling

4.3
4.3

Learning how to structure a robust decision model in…
4.1
4.1

Recognizing and constructing linear optimization mo…
3.7
3.7

Running Monte-Carlo simulation models, and interpr…

0

1

2

3

4

5

Question

Number of
Responses

Response Course Area
Course Area
Rate
Mean
Mean Median Median STDEV 5

Gaining appreciation for quantitative modeling

38

74%

4.4

4.4

4

4

0.6

45% 50% 5%

Learning how to s tructure a robus t decis ion model in
Excel; thinking about objective(s ), decis ions ,
cons traints ; us ing Data Table

38

74%

4.3

4.3

4

4

0.7

Recognizing and cons tructing linear optimization
models ; us ing Solver to obtain s olutions ; interpreting
s ens itivity reports

38

74%

4.1

4.1

4

4

0.9

39% 37% 18% 5%

0%

Running Monte-Carlo s imulation models , and
interpreting the output; building bas ic Decis ion Trees
to addres s s equential decis ion problems

38

74%

3.7

3.7

4

4

1.0

26% 26% 37% 11% 0%

4

3

2

1

0%

0%

39% 47% 13% 0%

0%

Note: 5:Extremely Well; 4:Very well; 3:Moderately Well; 2:Slightly Well; 1:Not Well at all;

Learning
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3
How much did you learn from this course?
3.9

0

Question
How much did you learn from
this cours e?

1

2

3

4

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

38

74%

4.3

3.9

5

4

0.8

Note: 5:A Great Deal; 4:A Lot; 3:A Moderate amount; 2:A Little; 1:Nothing;

5

4

3

2

1

53% 29% 18% 0% 0%

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Course Mean

Area Mean

3.7
3.7

Lectures

4.4
4.4

Problem Sets
3.8
3.8

Video Assignments
3.2
3.2

Website

4.1
4.1

In-class Computer Exercises

0

1

2

3

4

5

Question

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

Lectures

38

74%

3.7

3.7

4

4

1.1

29% 34% 18% 16% 3%

Problem Sets

37

72%

4.4

4.4

5

5

0.8

51% 38% 8%

3%

0%

Video As s ignments

38

74%

3.8

3.8

4

4

1.1

34% 29% 24% 8%

5%

Webs ite

38

74%

3.2

3.2

3

3

1.0

8%

In-clas s Computer
Exercis es

38

74%

4.1

4.1

4

4

0.8

34% 42% 21% 3%

4

3

2

1

32% 42% 13% 5%
0%

Note: 5:Extremely Us eful; 4:Very Us eful; 3:Moderately Us eful; 2:Slightly Us eful; 1:Not Us eful at all;

Content
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3
How would you rate the course content overall?
4.1

0

Question
How would you rate the cours e
content overall?

2

3

4

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

38

74%

4.3

4.1

4

4

0.7

Note: 5:Excellent; 4:Good; 3:Fair; 2:Poor; 1:Very poor;

Demographics

1

5

4

3

2

1

47% 37% 16% 0% 0%

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 1 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: 1) Graded HW assignments 2) Videos for material

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

1) Monte Carlo 2) Solver

YES More advance monte carlo and solver problems.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Take it.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 2 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

i would spend more time on lecturing and more supplemental information explaining what we've
learned i'd have fewer p sets due especially the ones so close to the final / midterm

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

not sure yet - tbd

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 3 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 4 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would absolutely keep the in-class problem sets. At the beginning, we could have had a little more
lecture/demo before the problem sets and at the end I thought we had a little too much

most...) two things, what would these
be?

lecture/demo before the problem sets. Evening this out would make the course even better.

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

This gave me a good appreciation of the power and type of modelling that can be done ... I can very
very little exposure to this prior. My frustration is that I can't imagine many real-world scenarios
where my (low) level of modeling capability could create meaningful answers...so my takeaway
would be to know when to ask for expertise.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

I think this would be interesting, but given the wide array of other classes I am interested in and the
time it would take to actually get good at this, I don' think I would take it.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This is a worthwhile exposure to the basics of modelling and simulation. I don't think it gives you
much ability to do real-world problems, but it does give you an appreciation of the art of the
possible.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Awesome. Obviously gave great thought to the objectives and pedagogy of the course, explained
things very clearly, and cared a lot. Great professor!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 5 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

9

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

keep the videos and problem sets! keep us doing lots of homework, only way i was ever forced to
learn anything. I would keep lecture to a minimum, and keep it mostly only about homework we had

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

done that were graded, not in-class exercises

solver and data tables

yes, more solving problems for companies that exist in the world today and real projects that the
company contributes

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

The instructors of this class really care about you learning and doing well. Some of the most
dedicated teachers I've seen in my first quarter at GSB

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 6 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: lecture style. I really liked learning a topic and then doing it immediately. Also keep the TA
review sessions 9maybe even increase frequency). I found them really helpful for grasping tough

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

material. Change: would like to go over the assignment solutions more.

I had zero Excel experience before this, so I have a new appreciation for what Excel can do.

Yes! I would like to do more probability work. Also seeing other cool functions of Excel.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Take advantage of the review sessions

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Extremely well-taught course. I thoroughly enjoyed! Thank you.

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 7 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I liked the in-class exercises and the ability to work on the homework with others (which helped me
learn a lot). I think it would have been helpful to have reviewed more basic Excel for some people

most...) two things, what would these
be?

who had no exposure to it - I came in knowing a lot of Excel, but I was often partnered with
someone who had never used it before and those people often struggled to keep up with the more
advanced topics.

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

I came in knowing a decent amount of Excel, but I was able to learn more quickly how to set up and
run an optimization model.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Yes - I think there is an opportunity to teach some of this more in the context of financial modeling
for investment, where you might use sensitivity analysis and scenario analysis to model a
company's financials.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

15

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: videos walking through solving a problem, teaching assistants' support Change: the pace is
very fast for people who have no background in the material, add more explanations of how things

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

work before solving them (I understand doing by learning is the philosophy of this class, but it's
difficult to do and learn without a basic understanding first. The class notes could walk through the
mechanics of how to solve these problems.)
The capabilities of Solver and Crystal Ball

No. A basic level of understanding of these concepts was informative, helpful, and sufficient for my
career goals.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

If you do not have experience in this, you will need to invest five times more time in this course
than those who already have experience in it. Go to the teaching assistant sessions and watch all of
the videos.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

There is a varying degree of familiarity with the concepts. Given that this is a base course, it would
be helpful for students who are new to this material to have more examples of slowly walking
through how and why a problem should be solved a certain way. It would also be helpful for the class
notes to be more detailed for students who do not understand the material, as the reason any
student will go back through the lecture slides is because they did not understand them when they
were first presented.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I'd keep the teaching team (the teachers were very dedicated to our success and making sure we
mastered the content) and I'd keep the lab setting (it was much better to be able to try out the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

techniques for ourselves than simply a lecture). I'd try to introduce Monte-Carlo a bit earlier, as I felt
like that portion of the class was rushed. I followed everything very well up until that point, and then
the pace got faster and content got harder.
How to use excel in a robust way that I can apply to my future work. Personally, I doubted my
abilities in this area until this class and I gained a lot of confidence which will serve me well.

I would be interested in it, but it would need to be at a "base" level and go slowly to help me learn
the material. I sometime worry electives are only for those with extensive backgrounds in the
subject and so I'd market it appropriately to get the level of students you want. I loved this class
and learned a lot.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

The teachers are dedicated to your success and give you lots of opportunities for getting help when
you need it (office hours, TA's, review sessions, etc.)

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for such a great OSM experience! I learned a lot and it's directly applicable to my future
career. I appreciate your slow and patient teaching style and I gained a lot of confidence in my
modeling abilities.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: Dan (just the best); graded assignments (the best way to make sure I really understood)
Change: I would have preferred to end with an optional assignment, not a graded one; change seat

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

partners more frequently (each week?)

I think the most valuable thing I learned was how to think systematically through the information I
had / question I was answering and figure out what I know, what I don't know, what different
decisions I could make, etc. I feel like I will be able to more rigorously problem solve after this
course.
Financial modeling

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Dan Iancu is the best. Great teacher, so dedicated to his students learning. Even with no modeling
experience, this ended up being a really enjoyable course, and I feel like I left with real, concrete
skills

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I really appreciated your obvious dedication to your students and our learning. I always looked
forward to coming to class
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

1. I would keep the partner model 2. I would keep the non-graded homeworks 3. I would reduce the
amount of lecture time to give more time to do hands-on practice 4. N/A

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

I've learned new modelling techniques that I can already see application for (sensitivity tables and
monte-carlo simulation especially)

Solving a real analytical problem with a team

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Make sure to practice

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

More time for hands on practice would be helpful (especially with the instructors floating around the
room able to offer help as needed)
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would leave more time to work on the in class assignments. Sometimes we have twenty/thirty
minutes and only get to start the first parts of the in class problems. Generally, I really like the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

reverse classroom setup. I also like that not all of the assignments are graded (but it is helpful to
have the ungraded assignments because they give the opportunity to practice more before
exams).
The most valuable thing I learned in class is monte-carlo simulations.

I am looking forward to financial modeling, although I know that is not a direct extension.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This is a great course. The instructors are incredibly helpful. I highly recommend going to office
hours.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for a wonderful quarter.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: both professors enthusiastic attitudes! Change: 1 person per computer, not two. Impossible
to learn with 2/computer.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Familiarity with Excel!

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

LOVE Dan's enthusiasm. Amazing person!

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP 1: The flipped classroom model per se is very helpful. In an application-focused course like
this, this approach is very helpful KEEP 2: Assignments; they make us apply and understand the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

content and the fact that they are representative of actual exam questions is also very helpful
CHANGE: I think the last assignment so late in the quarter should have been ungraded. Reason:
People study at different speeds and this interferes with the schedule: If for example, I start revising
for the final from the very beginning and then get a graded assignment that makes me now work
on content from the very end, I cannot concentrate on the material I actually wanted to study first.
Making the last one ungraded would reduce a great deal of stress
How to set up a model - this first step is very hard. You could further improve maybe by setting up
one extra class just on setting up linear models: We would not actually solve the models, but learn
how to set up the devisions, variables etc. for 5 models - this would bring a great deal of routine to
our work in this area.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

If you have never had any real exposure to Excel modelling, this course is a great intro. However,
keep in mind that it will move relatively fast after Class 1, so you should spend some time after
each class to study up!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You did a great job of making us feel comfortable with the material. You acknowledged that many
people had no background in the subject matter and took away our "fear" of the material. Also, you
were always available when we had questions and spend extra time for review sessions! Much
appreciated, thank you!!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

assignments and video tutorials are very helpful. I would do more teaching up front before
launching into cases.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: Dan! He is a fantastic professor. Understanding, caring and patient. Change: Mandatory class
attendance. I felt that I gained much more from doing the assignments and going to office hours

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

than the class itself. Perhaps this is because I felt the pace of the course was a little too fast and I
felt completely lost in class.

The value of optimisation models in finding solutions for businesses. This is a completely new
language for me and I have really appreciated being exposed to it.

Yes. As much as I feel like I have struggled with this course I do see the value of it. I hope to see a
very similar course taught in greater depth and slower speed for people for haven never before
used excel for modelling etc.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

If you've never done modelling/excel you will struggle. The pace is fast, and you are in a class where
a lot of people have seen the content before. Nevertheless, I think its super valuable and you do
learn a lot if you take the assignments seriously.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan, you have been a wonderful professor and have truly made the experience bearable! I am not
from a quant background, so this was an entirely new language for me and I felt it was unfair at
times that even as a base class so many people were familiar with the material from their previous
jobs. Perhaps a more rigorous initial screening process to establish who truly is a base student
could be useful in future years. This would solve the issue of pace which I thought was incredibly fast
given how new all the content was to me. That said, your patience and passion for the subject has
made this one of my favourite classes despite my struggles! I really do see the value in OSM and
I'm glad the course is a prerequisite. Thank you for a wonderful semester!!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

2

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Professor Iancu Video tutorials Reduce the number of assignments No assignments the week
before exams

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Self determination

Sure, but just not for me. I think I am finished with OSM. But I want Prof Iancu to flourish and have
as many classes to teach as he desires because he is AWESOME

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Prof Iancu is one of the most dedicated professors at the GSB. He goes above and beyond to
ensure the success of his students

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would reduce the frequency of assignments. This became quite high stress. Or possibly same
number but reduce to one problem. I would keep the teaching style. Dan is very clear and

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

methodical.

So many! How to think logically has been key.

Possibly not mainly because I don't see it as a skill or something I want to focus on in my career,
but that is in no way a reflection on the teaching which I think has been superb.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

unbelievably useful, although challenging for novices.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Excellent teacher. Really methodical and caring.

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Lab time

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Monte carlo

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

will add to your basic OSM knowledge

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Excellent course content

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: VIDEOS & Optional Assignments Change: Timed exams, allow group HW

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Tools like Solver and Monte Carlo

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP - Graded assignments (good to learn it) and professor (Dan did a fantastic job in making a
boring class fun). CHANGE - Need to make students watch videos/read before class. It was very

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

frustrated that students didn't do any work and therefore didnt know anything in class (very few of
my partners had done any prep whatsoever) - if it is truly a flipped class- then students need to do
their part.
Knowing that there are tools out there to solve certain problems. Never heard of these before.

No - I am not sure how it is directly applicable to my future job. However, I will (hopefully) do
Corporate Finance modeling in the Spring and thats at least Excel & modeling.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Useful - but more suitable at undergraduate level. Dan was great in making something boring quite
fun!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you. Well done.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: homework assignments (good mix of graded and non graded), and office hours with Dr Iancu
(life saver!) CHANGE: random partner groupings (I learned way less when I was with someone who

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

was beyond my level, best to be with someone at same level), enforce levels (not helpful to have
people who should be in advanced or accelerated in base)

ALL of the modeling. I'm definitely not the best at it but love it.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Very useful but if you don't like excel you will hate it. Professor is very dedicated so make sure to
ask for help and take advantage of the resources. Prepare for class to get the most out of it.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You are the best. Thank you for everything!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

1. Keep assignments 2. Keep the repeat / building on topics to make sure we actually got the topics
1. Change - timing at end of course became really stressful b/c of clashes with other classes (e.g.,

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

executive challenge) and was too close to finals. Maybe have the last class be a review session
instead 2. Change - think we should cover one less topic and make sure everyone really gets
everything
That it's not impossible to model and that it can be fun

yes, would like to use data sets and learn how to work with data sets...

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Its more fun than imagined

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for being so patient and clear on what is a really dense topic

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 27 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep - the in-class exercises and problem sets. I learn by doing! Change - less lecture time and not
working in pairs if possible.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Optimisation models (they seemed much more relevant than the Monte Carlo simulations)

I'd like more focus on situations where we are given a problem and have to decide ourselves how to
model it and which of the skills we have learnt to apply to that particular question (in the real world
we won't be told it should be linear optimatisation vs Monte Carlo, for example)

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Ask for help. If you don't understand something in class, don't panic but follow up with the Professor
or fellow students.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I loved and really appreciated your enthusiasm for teaching the course. You were also very clear
and concise in your explanations.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Good class

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan is awesome

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

12

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep - video tutorials/live tutorials of being in Excel (not only lecturing from slides) Change - there is
a mismatch in practice and assessment. You practice in class and on HW with others, but then are

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

assessed alone. There should be more in-class opportunities to practice as an individual.

The power of Excel tools to solve real-world problems.

Not at this time

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

You will get a lot of transferable knowledge from this course, but if you come in without experience,
you will put in over 10 hours per week trying to understand the material.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Although you put in countless hours in the form of office hours, review sessions, etc. which is MUCH
appreciated, I feel that in class your general way of checking for understanding is asking 'Do you
agree?' and many people are afraid to say no. Sometimes, when people are brave enough to ask
questions, you seem to get upset if we spend too much time on them. I would recommend building
time into the class to have randomly selected students go up to the class computer and try to work
out problems in Excel, live. That way you can see if we truly understand. While the amount of
availability you provide to us as students is AMAZING and so appreciated, I feel that we're mainly
only there to get the right answer for the homework because we feel so confused, as opposed to
really understanding the material. I think you are a very kind person and really want us to learn, but
I think there needs to be more robust checks for understanding in class. Also, I think the fact that a
class median is around a 95 (whereas most other base classes are in the 60's and 70's) likely mean
there are people who should have been in accelerated or advanced in the course.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: Having optional assignments. Great way to have a low-threat learning environment. Change:
Condense data table instruction to make room for us to actually pay attention to Decision Trees.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Also, find a better way to convey how to build our own or use the given cheat sheet.

Linear non-discrete optimization and how to set up constraints.

I'm not really sure, honestly. I really enjoyed this class though, so perhaps something with fewer
assignments but actually applying the principals to a real world problem for a company (like the
ones that we talk about on the slides)?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Always do the assignments and actually try to understand why the solutions are as they are
(implied: look at and study the solutions and compare them to your own work!).

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thanks for being so patient and making it such a welcome environment.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 31 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

12

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: 1) Discussion of concepts and insights at the beginning of class 2) Homework assignments
(in combination with in-class exercises); I also learned a lot from being able to problem-solve the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

assignments Change: 1) Also push us to learn to set up the model (i.e. the template), because this
seems to be challenging, yet essential for using the skills we learned in this class to our own
problem sets
1. Setting up models 2. Thinking about the variables that can influence decisions 3. Insights into
real-life applications and insights from the outputs

Yes! I would love to have a follow-up course where we can learn solve the problems we have been
addressing in Excel in OSM but in programs that real companies use

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I very much enjoyed this course and value your commitment in making sure we understand both
the concepts as well as real-life applications. I also appreciate your approach to making this class
about learning (e.g. by being able to discuss assignments with others, having office hours, giving a
lot of practice, and dedicating sufficient time to discussing concepts. Thank you very much!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: - the professors... they rock. - graded assignments Change: - ungraded assignments. People
didn't take them as seriously and it felt like a little bit of a waste of time. - no decision trees at the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

end.

I really enjoyed learning discrete optimization, and can envision myself using it.

The best part of OSM was teaching us how to create models in excel. I would be interested in a
class that deepened my excel skills and expanded the types of models I can build.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

The professors are a gem and the class is really well structured. Given that this is not a topic most
people would take optionally, this was an overall very, very positive experience.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I really enjoyed learning from you. You are an excellent professor who seems to really care about
the students and the topic at hand. I did not expect to enjoy this class at all and I loved it.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 34 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep problem sets, it's the best way to practice the content. Keep video step by step instruction,
very helpful when learning how to use Solver etc. The only thing I would change: I got lost on some

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

of the powerpoint wrap up slides as part of the "lecture" segments of class. I'd recommend sticking
with live demos in Excel of the concepts vs. abstractions on the powerpoint slides when possible - at
least that would work for me better.
Added a new way of thinking about business problems. OSM was totally new to me.

Yes, more advanced applications, go deeper into Solver and Crystal Ball, cover some of the Python
and Girobi stuff that the advanced class is doing, get into some practical uses of big data/practical
problems. Maybe do a project for a real company.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

If you put in the work, you will learn a lot about OSM basics

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You obviously care a lot about making this class great, and it shows. You also obviously care about
your students and put a lot of thought into the experience. This was a very satisfying class for me
because while I've had some Excel modeling experience, I learned a lot of very useful new skills and
a new way of thinking in terms of optimization. Thanks for a great class.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 35 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I loved how all the assignments had real-world scenarios that made the abstract material more
concrete. Furthermore, the real-world scenarios were motivating because I knew I was working on

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

practical approaches to problem solving and decision making. I would keep these assignments tied
to real-world scenarios. One thing I would change is the number of problems per assignment.
Usually, the first few questions in each assignment were very useful for learning the concepts in the
class. However, usually the last few problems were sometimes highly advanced and required
significant time investment. I would make these last few advanced questions optional in the
assignments.
I have learned a systematic and analytically robust way to supplement my decision making
process.

Yes, I would like to see a follow up class to explore more monte carlo simulations and the value of
information.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for being so enthusiastic about the subject matter.

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 36 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: - use of computer in class - lecture in the begging of class Change: - not have pairs (the
logistic of having one typing and the other one only looking is not good) - professors should use mic

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

to lecture

- how to develop a strategy to build a model

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Professor, thank you for your energy, patience and preparation for the class! You and Prof. Whang
are the best!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 37 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

start with excel basics (lower expectations)

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 51

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 38

Catalog & Section: 245 02

Declined: 0
Response 38 of 38

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

9

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

keep the alernation of HWs that count and don't count. Keep review slides. Change the lectures to
be more interactive. the concept gets across much much better when we can see someone doing

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

it. I think we jumped into Crystal Ball really fast. more time being introduced to that material would
have been really helpful.

setting up the equations, getting insight to how a lot of these decisions are made

yes, more practice with optimization and modeling.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

this is a great base course but it moves quickly and if you are new to it you will be putting in a lot of
time out of class.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan is one of if not the most committed teachers I have encountered in higher education. His
devotion to working with students and helping them learn the material is the reason so many
people got through this course. I think the set up of the class works against him a little. If we could
be in a setting where we watched him work through problems (after we have tried them initially) i
think the lecture part would be much more engaging.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Number: 245
Section: 03

Enrollment: 44
Responses Incl Declines: 39
Declines: 0

Category Summary
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3

Learning

3.9
4.4

Content

4.1
4.7

Teaching - Dan Iancu

4.3
4.1
4.1

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved ea…
3.7
3.7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found e…

0

1

2

3

4

5

Category

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Area
Mean Mean

Area
Median Median

STDEV

Learning

37

84.1%

4.3

3.9

4

4

1.2

Content

37

84.1%

4.4

4.1

5

4

0.9

Teaching - Dan Iancu

36

81.8%

4.7

4.3

5

5

0.6

Learning Goals - Pleas e rate how well you achieved each of the
following:

148

84.1%

4.1

4.1

4

4

0.9

Cours e Elements - Pleas e rate how us eful you found each of the
following:

185

84.1%

3.7

3.7

4

4

1.2

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.7
Overall, how would you describe the quality of the ins…
4.3

0

Question
Overall, how would you des cribe the quality
of the ins truction in this cours e?

1

2

3

4

5

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

36

81%

4.7

4.3

5

5

0.6

Note: 5:Excellent; 4:Good; 3:Fair; 2:Poor; 1:Very poor;

4

3

2

1

81% 11% 8% 0% 0%

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Course Mean

Area Mean

Gaining appreciation for quantitative modeling

4.3
4.3

Learning how to structure a robust decision model in…

4.3
4.3
4.2
4.2

Recognizing and constructing linear optimization mo…
3.6
3.6

Running Monte-Carlo simulation models, and interpr…

0

1

2

3

4

5

Question

Number of
Responses

Response Course Area
Course Area
Rate
Mean
Mean Median Median STDEV 5

Gaining appreciation for quantitative modeling

37

84%

4.3

4.3

5

5

0.8

54% 30% 14% 3%

0%

Learning how to s tructure a robus t decis ion model in
Excel; thinking about objective(s ), decis ions ,
cons traints ; us ing Data Table

37

84%

4.3

4.3

5

5

0.9

51% 27% 19% 3%

0%

Recognizing and cons tructing linear optimization
models ; us ing Solver to obtain s olutions ; interpreting
s ens itivity reports

37

84%

4.2

4.2

4

4

0.9

49% 24% 24% 3%

0%

Running Monte-Carlo s imulation models , and
interpreting the output; building bas ic Decis ion Trees
to addres s s equential decis ion problems

37

84%

3.6

3.6

4

4

1.0

22% 38% 27% 11% 3%

4

3

2

1

Note: 5:Extremely Well; 4:Very well; 3:Moderately Well; 2:Slightly Well; 1:Not Well at all;

Learning
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3
How much did you learn from this course?
3.9

0

Question
How much did you learn from
this cours e?

1

2

3

4

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

37

84%

4.3

3.9

4

4

0.8

Note: 5:A Great Deal; 4:A Lot; 3:A Moderate amount; 2:A Little; 1:Nothing;

5

4

3

2

1

49% 38% 11% 3% 0%

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Course Mean

Area Mean

3.2
3.2

Lectures

4.3
4.3

Problem Sets
3.7
3.7

Video Assignments
3.2
3.2

Website

4.0
4.0

In-class Computer Exercises

0

1

2

3

4

5

Question

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

Lectures

37

84%

3.2

3.2

3

3

1.1

11% 32% 38% 8%

11%

Problem Sets

37

84%

4.3

4.3

5

5

0.9

51% 38% 3%

0%

Video As s ignments

37

84%

3.7

3.7

4

4

1.3

35% 30% 11% 16% 8%

Webs ite

37

84%

3.2

3.2

4

4

1.2

11% 43% 19% 14% 14%

In-clas s Computer
Exercis es

37

84%

4.0

4.0

4

4

0.8

35% 38% 24% 3%

4

3

2

1

8%

0%

Note: 5:Extremely Us eful; 4:Very Us eful; 3:Moderately Us eful; 2:Slightly Us eful; 1:Not Us eful at all;

Content
Course Mean

Area Mean

4.3
How would you rate the course content overall?
4.1

0

Question
How would you rate the cours e
content overall?

2

3

4

5

Number of
Responses

Response
Rate

Course
Mean

Area
Mean

Course
Median

Area
Median

STDEV 5

37

84%

4.3

4.1

5

4

0.9

Note: 5:Excellent; 4:Good; 3:Fair; 2:Poor; 1:Very poor;

Demographics

1

4

3

2

1

51% 41% 3% 3% 3%

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 1 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in class problem sets and HW. Change lectures to be less.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Optimization!

Industry focused would be interesting - or a group focused project with sourcing your own data,
defining your own simulation and optimization problem.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This is a surprisingly useful class on simulation and optimization.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you! Enjoyed this class, unexpectedly.

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

The balance of lecture and problems were very helpful. I would try to keep lectures to no more than
half the class (a few times they ran over). I also loved the cadence of switching partners--enough

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

time to get to know your partner well, but still had the opportunity to work with a few different
people

A general comfort with Excel and optimization--especially around using Solver.

Definitely--something similar to the Advanced class material--building models with code

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

This class is terrific. It can be challenging at times (though there are definitely students who take it
that already know a lot of the material or are already proficient with Excel), but the combination of
group work, in-class problems and support from the whole teaching team will help you get through
it.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

You are a wonderful professor. All of this material was new to me, and I felt incredibly supported and
I liked how the class was structured--it made me want to work more to learn the material. This was
definitely my most (pleasant) academically surprising experience at the GSB so far.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in class assignments and non-graded homework assignments; very useful. I found lectures
really long, but I think others really enjoy them so I guess there is a good balance. I also felt the

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

curve was just so harsh, you really can't make any little mistakes. I would prefer more difficult
problems so that the curve is more lenient towards small mistakes. I also didn't like how you can't
ask questions during midterms; while we are able to state our assumptions, sometimes if you read
the question wrong, it becomes a super difficult problem.
The concepts of modeling and that excel can be used to perform basic models; I feel comfortable
being able to model simple stuff, but I don't think I would be able to take on a modeling project at
Delta Airlines
Yes that would be really useful. I feel like I have the basics but I wouldn't be able to do this in the real
world. What do you actually do with modeling? Like a really complex project. Get me advanced
enough so that I could model anything a consultant would need to model.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

I wouldn't worry about the grading curve, worrying about it really ruins the class Concepts and the
excel tools solver and Crystal ball are the most important

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

WOW. Absolutely wonderful job Dan. Great instructions during class. Great explanations when I ask
you for help. Very understandable. Breaks down difficult things very nicely into simple pieces. Very
organized with email communications. Nice and lenient with due dates. Good availability with office
hours and emails. Really dedicated to the class. Absolutely wonderful professor.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in class working labs.

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Simple intro to modeling in excel.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: blend of ungraded and graded assignments; in-class exercises. CHANGE: n/a

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Variety of programming cases: scheduling, supply chain, profit/cost management, etc.

Not specific to my intended career.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Try to work through the problem sets by yourself. Practice, Practice, Practice - the only way to
commit programming techniques to memory.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

One of the most passionate and sincere professor's I've ever had. Dan cared about the individual
success of each of his students and his love for the material was always evident. Much improved
course from previous years (from what I've been told).
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: Excellent pedagogy model of lecture, in-class exercises, problem sets, and discussion of
problem sets. CHANGE: DITCH THE MODEL OF TWO-PERSON TEAMS FOR IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS!

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Groupwork is fine for those who want to collaborate on HW problem sets, but in class, it's inefficient
learning to put two people on one computer and work the problem together. Inevitably, one person
will "take charge" of the keyboard, limiting hands-on learning for the other. The key to learning
these concepts is to physically do the "coding" of the problems by yourself. To that end, consider
requiring students to bring their own computers to class. Don't restrict collaboration in class, i.e. it's
fine to ask others for help, but make it clear that each person "should" be doing his/her own work on
his/her own machine and spreadsheet models. This, I feel will make the in-class portion far more
valuable, increasing pace of learning and comprehension/retention when it comes time for the HW
problem sets and exams.
I've gained appreciation for how powerful even the "humble" Excel can be in modeling real-world
situations and finding solutions to problems. I've also improved my fluency in basic Excel features
like IF statements, keyboard shortcuts, formatting, etc.
I'm not sure a "mandatory" OSM follow-up class that's focused on modeling is super relevant to the
majority of students given their careers may or may not require optimization skills. However, I
wonder if the techniques taught in OSM can perhaps be used to give a broad overview of data
analytics techniques in a more relevant / problem solving-focused way than D+D.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: -- I loved Office Hours with Dan! I feel like I learned so much and could ask all the questions I
was too embarrassed to ask in class. -- I loved the combination of graded and non-graded

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

assignments. Really forced me to learn the material gradually over the course of the quarter,
instead of just cramming before the midterm and final. -- I love how varied each assignment was in
terms of its context: did such a good job of showing us the different possible applications of OSM.
CHANGE: -- I personally prefer to work on my own in class; it allows me to go at my own pace and
make sure that I'm understanding everything -- Although I know it'd be much harder, I think I'd love
to learn how to build a template from scratch and understand the material at a high level: for
example, I worry that maybe if I were given a real-world problem and asked, "would you be able to
use discrete optimization to solve this?" I wouldn't know how to figure it out. In class, we can
assume that any problem you give us can be solved using the technique you're teaching.
Basic Excel modeling techniques and how to think about optimization in general.

YES!!! I'd LOVE a follow up course, and suggestions for follow up courses that already exist. I have a
feel that most people don't use Crystal Ball or Solver to solve real-world optimization and
simulation problems, and I'd love to learn what people use in the real world to solve these kinds of
problems!

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

ABSOLUTELY take this course. You'll be happy you learned the material, especially if you don't have
background in Excel and are interested in data modeling. And TAKE THIS COURSE WITH IANCU. He
is the kindest, most patient person in the world. He genuinely wants you to walk away from the
course having learned the material and understand the importance of optimization and simulation
modeling, and he goes out of his way to make sure you feel supported. I feel so lucky to have
gotten him as a teacher—my favorite this quarter!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

While I recognize some of the statistical concepts specifically related to crystal ball are intellectually
engaging and interesting, I am not sure how relevant crystal ball is to a career in business. It feels a

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

bit niche-y. On the other hand, general proficiency with Excel is something that is critically important
for many career paths in business (including investing). In general, I would encourage the faculty to
think about the time spent learning nich-y software (crystal ball) or even nich-y XLS functionality
(sensitivity reports) that the vast majority of students will never encounter in a career in business.
A heightened appreciation of how optimization can impact business decisions in general (though it
did not necessarily make me want to become a data scientist).

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

A lot of credit goes to Dan for keeping this class engaging and fun. It is clear he cares a lot about
the students' learning. Dan is also an excellent communicator.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: HW Assignments Office hours Remove: 2nd to last ungraded assignment

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

how to think about modeling problems, conceptually understanding the question, logic behind
certain types of problem solving

I'm not sure modeling is going to be useful for me in the long run. Would rather say I'm interested in
more classes that teach the logic of thinking through problems

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Go to office hours, pay attention to the hw assignments, be aware and sharp in class

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Sometimes the lecture portion is too long, could cut short. Love the energy and enthusiasm you
bring to the subject. I find it easy to ask questions and clarify concepts
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Problem set too much. Too many hours on final.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

No.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

In general the class was good so I wouldn't suggest big changes. However: - I did not like Crystal
Ball since it doesn't seem like a very standardized tool, I'd rather learn how to do things in plain

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Excel (potentially with macros) - LP was taught in a very applied way which gives no appreciation of
the math behind it and in turn reduces how generalizable/deeply understood lessons learned are
(e.g., I would have like explaining simplex, or variable changes in general beyond a cheat sheet)
Excel

Applications in finance (option pricing etc), convex optimization

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

I would have left it to the student's discretion to choose advanced applications. The main reason I
went to base was lack of Excel practice but advanced used Python (which I did know). Also I thought
psets could be more clear at times in how things are explained (particularly the first exercise of the
midterm and the last assignment were somewhat confusing)

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 12 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: 1) in class problem sets 2) Professor Iancu and TAs - great explainers and temperament to
teach a tough course CHANGE: 1) For people who are weaker and don't have any sort of

most...) two things, what would these
be?

background, its absolutely critical that they get paired in class with someone who has a better idea
of what they are doing. Pairing two people who don't know what they are doing almost guarantees
that learning will not occur and people will fall behind. 2) Recommend eventually moving to a point
where only the situation is given i.e. no templates, etc. I think this will help students recognize
problems in real life that can be solved using the tools we learn. 3) One final note. I'd take the first
class and every time we start a new subject (i.e. linear optimization, discrete optimization,
simulations) and clearly communicate that this is a distinct section that will be covered on the
exam. I would also explain things in a way that someone's grandmother could understand. On day
one, I literally didn't know what a model was (i.e. is it a visual graph? 3-dimensional output of some
sort?) and was expected to build one.

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

This was overall a familiarization course for me. I had zero background in the subject matter and its
great to know what is possible and what can be done with Excel. Having said that, leaving this
course, I don't have the confidence to recognize a problem that I see in real life and apply what we
learned and structure a model to solve/optimize. I can more or less only do the problem sets in the
context of this class.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

I'd like to use and know what people are using in industry. I don't know that I've ever heard of
anyone using solver or crystal ball in industry.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Great foundational course. You get what you put in.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Really appreciated your patience and attitude with our class. Your dad humor was great. It's a tough
class to teach, but I think you did the best given people's willingness to engage and the difficulty of
the subject and ability to teach it in a lab setting. Although, I think its probably fairly easy for people
to fall behind and through the cracks I think. Could be just me though.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: - Positive attitude towards teaching - Problem sets with high relevancy to real life issues

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Generally Monte Carlo modelling

More difficult problem sets

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Great teaching team

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you so much for your positive energy and effort, Dan. Really appreciate how you are all about
teaching us the content rather than preparing us for the exam.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

the assignments were very useful to reiterate class concepts. at times, i did not feel i had enough
background to dive into the labs.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

i think this has been my most valuable class. managing data in general is very important especially
now and this class did a great job introducing basic modeling.

sure! i'd like to see one specialized by industry, e.g. modeling for digital media.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

definitely my favorite first quarter course!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

not only were you great at teaching brand new modeling concepts, but you were kind and patient
with those of us from nontraditional backgrounds that had to start with the basics. that, most of all,
encouraged me and inspired me to learn. your attitude made me feel like i could succeed and
emphasized learning and growth above all. very different than most of my first quarter instructors
and so much more effective. i feel like i grew the most in this class and would like to pursue relatedcourse material.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

(+) keep time for in-class problems (-) simplify lectures and discuss overall applicability (when we
don't have solver or crystal ball)

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

How to weave together logic steps with the power of excel at a more advanced level than I was able
to do before the GSB

How to apply the concepts when you don't have Solver or Crystal Ball

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep the video demonstrations and the in class work, however I would rather have video
lessons than in class lectures and would have less homework, especially the last week as we need

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

to be preparing for finals.

Solver, it seems relevant, although I hope I can figure out how to apply it properly outside of this
class.

I am curious about service industry optimization. Like hair salons and such.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

It can move pretty fast in class, but try your best to follow, and just ask questions throughout, they
explain well. Dan is just so nice and passionate about us learning the material. He explains well, just
has limited time to fit in a lesson and time to do the exercise, as he is trying to meet the needs of
both students who learn by doing and those who learn by hearing and seeing.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan you are awesome, one of my favorite teachers. I can really tell you care. Keep it up!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP - HW assignments, problem sets. CHANGE - don't teach things that aren't in any HW's or
finals (i.e. decision trees, dynamic pricing)

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Solver, Crystal Ball

More Crystal Ball for valuation or company financial analysis

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

VERY USEFUL for anyone going into the business world.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Recommend making more explicit and clear before any assignment that you aren't allowed to work
with other students. Most students did the homework in groups creating a disadvantage for me.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP: In-class computer exercises and problem sets; CHANGE: No in-class lectures! They weren't
useful at all. Flipped classroom model would be better.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Demystifying Excel modeling!

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Prof. Iancu is wonderful. You should solve for trying to get into his section.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

OSM was the class I was most worried about, but you made it fun and stimulating. Thanks for
leading an excellent course. Only recommendation is to cut down on lecture time in class and
maximize time working through problems individually -- only way to learn this stuff is by doing it!
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

more lecture and more videos posted online

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

monte carlo

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

weird subject matter but Dan is an excellent teacher

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

loved your teaching! so clearly engaged with the material and care that we learn. really appreciated
your teaching style
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I found the lectures to be a bit confusing but thought actually doing the problems in class with a
partner was very helpful. Perhaps alternating lecture with problem solving (ie. lecture for 10 min,

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

problem solve for 10 min) to keep everyone engaged would be helpful.

I really enjoyed learning how to use crystal ball and solver - I think I will use both of these tools going
forward.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

I would recommend repeating the in class examples to best learn the material.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Professor Iancu is very enthusiastic and always available to help outside of class.

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: in class problem sets and videos Change: graded homework before exams and homework
problems not on exam

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Building models in excel

Yes, a more advanced level building on what we covered

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Enjoyed this course and learned a lot about building models. Excellent instruction.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Please don’t assign graded work due the day before exam! Otherwise excellent course and class I
enjoyed the most this semester
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep the videos and the in class walk throughs, but I think the in clas walk throughs should
be at a slower pace. If people are getting it as quickly as some are, they shouldn't be in base!

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Modeling best practices and certain situations to use certain tools.

N/A - this class has been very tough for me, I don't think I could do another one!

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep assignments and group work. Working with a group on assignments is how I actually learned
and understood concepts. First, change lectures completely. The slide are unhelpful and the flipped

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

classroom setting makes it difficult to grasp concepts from the start. Lectures instead should be
the professors walking through a problem in excel rather than slides (reference in PPT to X1, Y2,
etc. are too confusing). I want to see how to do it the right and efficient way. Second, remove
Crystal Ball from the class entirely. I doubt we will ever use that tool again throughout our careers
and it is not a widely used tool outside of the GSB.
Linear optimization

No.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan was great 1:1 in office hours but his lectures were are to follow.

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

20

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: excellent examples, changing partners frequently. And the one most important thing: the
devotion of the faculty!

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

The problems are directly related to real life. The examples given (such as airlines pricing) made
me understand how things work in the world. This was both motivating and fascinating!

Yes, and with Dan! I would take and class that will be structured in the same way: more advanced
modeling, data science, etc.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Useful and relevant course. Well structured.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Dan, your commitment to this course is something unbelievable. Please know that we appreciate
that and that it empowered us to do well during the quarter. You are an excellent teacher and a
super professional individual. I want to be like you!

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44
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Responses Incl Declines: 39
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: Dan as instructor, Change: Be more thoughtful about pairings. It was hard sometimes with
one student so far ahead of the other student in the pair. Alternatively, some pairs just really

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

struggled altogether.

Appreciation for modeling and just a hint of what all it is capable of. I feel very energized to apply
this in my career moving forward and can see many applications where it would have been valuable
in my previous roles.
Portfolio construction modeling, maybe a lab-based course where you could pick a project with a
group of students (e.g., modeling patient flow in ambulatory surgical centers) and they would
design the model, run tests, develop findings, etc.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Frustrating that some students in base OSM clearly had very superior knowledge / experience with
modeling. But, I learned SO much in this class and am very grateful for it. Dan was a great teacher
and explained complex things incredibly clearly.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

keep: the assignments change: less in-class lecture, more videos for self-study

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

how to create a structured decision model. I started from 0 in this class.

perhaps a project that allows us to pick our own problem to solve

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Put in the work and you'll get a lot out of it. Practice!

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Your material was always straightforward. Thank you for your patience with all of us! I learned a lot
from you.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

20

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

I would keep the wonderful faculty that have been super dedicated to our learning. I would also keep
the ungraded assignments. Things to change: - timed midterm and final. I wish we had more time

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

to work on those exams such as the graded assignments. Midterms and final exams can be similar
to the graded assignments. - I would also change the pace of the course. I feel we need more time
to spend on each topic. So maybe cover fewer topics but spend more time and problems on them.
Building models and optimizing objectives. I think this will be very useful in the future.

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for everything! I really appreciate your dedication! You've set the bar so high for
professors. I'm privileged to have had you as a professor.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

10

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep - homework assignments & videos online. Change - timing of review sessions for final

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

how to organize and think through problems

n/a

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

quantitative - really useful way to learn how to think and solve complex problems.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

6 hours for a final is CRAZY long! Also is class participation truly only 5% of the grade? I would make
this higher for a first quarter class

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

7

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

The timing of the final assessment was poor. I think you should have made the final assessment
due further in advance of the final exam. I also wish that I had my own computer and didn't have to

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

share. I would keep allowing students to work together - I really learned a lot from my peers. I would
also keep adding more videos of hwk solutions. I found those to be really useful.

Modeling - both linear and discrete!

I think a financial modeling course would be a good follow-up. Nothing super intense, but that's a
practical application of this material that would applicable to many students.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

The homework is where you really learn the material. Put effort into the homework, which will help
put you in a good position for the exams. Also, know that there are students who are rather well
versed in excel/the content and push up the average.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Really enjoyed your lectures and your patience in explaining topics.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
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Subject: OIT
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

8

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

KEEP - homework problem sets, the slides available on canvas as a reference CHANGE - make it
more individual work (both problem sets and in-class activities), make problem sets individual and

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

don't allow help from partners - will help ppl be more prepared for the test

I learned how to run solver and build a data table. Maybe more importantly I learned to think in
terms of optimizing for different things (useful for actual modeling but even more useful to have the
mental framework)
yes, I'd be interested. It's not the focus area of my career so wouldn't want to go too deep. But I'd
like a class with more individual practice... that's when I learn best.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Solid overview, will gain a basic understanding of quantitative modeling and simulation

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you for your sincere effort, we appreciate your passion. Also, the consistency of your followup emails after each class was appreciated. I knew what to expect this week, and this had a positive
impact on me.
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Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

4

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

The assignments are good, but lectures aren't very helpful. Think it'd be more beneficial to have
concise handouts with directions and use class time to try the problems.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Solver

More advanced applications of these tools.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

The content is good and the professors are extremely nice, but the lectures are extremely boring
and not useful. You'll need to teach yourself.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

The lectures need to be reformatted somehow. I didn't find them useful and 90% of the time taught
myself after class.

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 36 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

5

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Change: Have more guiding videos so the students can catch up later after class; Have fewer
classes on Crystal Ball and more on Optimization which is more useful. I don't think I will use Crystal

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Ball again in my job.

Excel skills

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 37 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

In-class exercises and home assignments

Fair

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

How to use solver

I guess D&D is kind of this follow-up class.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

No hesitation

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Thank you very much for this outstanding class!

Poor

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 38 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep in class problems Discard such long lectures, they are hard to follow

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Structuring models

more real world applications.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Good basic course

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

Great instructor makes a dry topic interesting. The cases he made are very good

Very poor

OSM-BASE (2017-2018 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan

Enrolled: 44

Subject: OIT

Responses Incl Declines: 39

Catalog & Section: 245 03

Declined: 0
Response 39 of 39

Learning Goals - Please rate how well you achieved each of the following:
Gaining appreciation for quantitative
modeling

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Learning how to structure a robust
decision model in Excel; thinking about
objective(s), decisions, constraints;
using Data Table

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Recognizing and constructing linear
optimization models; using Solver to
obtain solutions; interpreting sensitivity
reports

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

Running Monte-Carlo simulation
models, and interpreting the output;
building basic Decision Trees to
address sequential decision problems

Extremely Well

Very well

Moderately Well

Slightly Well

Not Well at all

A Great Deal

A Lot

A Little

Nothing

Learning
How much did you learn from this
course?

How many hours per week on average
did you spend on this course including
class meetings (whole numbers only)?

A Moderate
amount

6

Course Elements - Please rate how useful you found each of the following:
Lectures

Problem Sets

Video Assignments

Website

In-class Computer Exercises

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Extremely Useful

Very Useful

Excellent

Good

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Moderately
Useful

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Slightly Useful

Not Useful at all

Poor

Very poor

Content
How would you rate the course content
overall?

Fair

Faculty Created Questions, open-ended
If you were to KEEP (at most...) two
things in this course and CHANGE (at

Keep: The first half of the quarter (decision models, optimization) was incredible. I wouldn't change a
thing. Change: Make it a slightly faster pace towards the end. Wish we had done decision trees.

most...) two things, what would these
be?

What is the most valuable thing you
have learned in this class?

Would you like to see a follow-up class
to OSM? If so, what type of material
and what kinds of examples /
applications would you be most
interested in?

Data tables!

Yes. More on optimization problems, esp in operations. Also more practice for "defining" the
problems ourselves. Would be cool to take a stab at creating an optimization problem and thinking
more through scenarios where the OSM material can apply.

Teaching - Dan Iancu
Overall, how would you describe the
quality of the instruction in this course?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very poor

Comments for Future Students
What would you like to say about this
course to a student who is considering
taking it in the future?

Really engage in class and with the assignments.

Comments for the Instructor - Dan Iancu
Would you like to provide any other
comments about this course? Only
viewable by the instructor

It was really clear how much Dan cared about the students and the class. This helped me engage
with the class early on.

Teaching Evaluation Summary (2015 - 2016 GSB Autumn)

Ratings Summary

Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Catalog & Section: 245, 02

Course Title: OSM-BASE
Enrollment: 25 Responses Incl Declines: 24
(Declined: 0)

expectations

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

96%

4.6

5

0.6

15 8 1 0 0

clear conceptual framework96%

4.8

5

0.4

20 4 0 0 0

practical application

96%

5.0

5

0.2

23 1 0 0 0

sensitive to students'
understanding

96%

4.8

5

0.6

20 2 2 0 0

sufficient feedback

96%

4.6

5

0.6

16 7 1 0 0

inspired interest

96%

4.8

5

0.5

20 3 1 0 0

encourage various
viewpoints

96%

4.1

4

0.9

11 5 8 0 0

lecture value

96%

4.6

5

0.8

18 3 2 1 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree;

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

Very
Exceptional
Good

GoodFairPoor

content 96%

4.2

4

0.9

11

8

4

1

0

teaching96%

4.8

5

0.4

18

6

0

0

0

overall 96%

4.3

4

0.8

12

8

3

1

0

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

classmates prepared

96%

4.0

4

0.6

5 14 5 0 0

thoughtful classroom
discussion

96%

4.0

4

0.8

6 12 5 1 0

broad participation in
discussion

96%

3.9

4

0.9

8 7 8 1 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree;

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

1.0

readings and cases
value

96%

4.5

4

0.5

11 11 0 0 0 2

projects and
assignments value

96%

4.7

5

0.4

17 7 0 0 0 0

content organization

96%

4.8

5

0.4

18 6 0 0 0 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree; -1.0 - NA;

Response
Std Very
Very
MeanMedian
HighModerateLow
Rate
Dev High
Low
real world
relevance

96%

4.4

5

0.9

15

6

1

2

0

Intellectual rigor 96%

4.5

5

0.7

14

7

3

0

0

Stimulating
personal
development

4.2

4

0.8

10

8

6

0

0

96%

enrolled

Career interest

background

quantitative background

classes missed

preparation time

MBA 1 100%

Directly related to my career 50%

Slight

Slight

46%

0

75%

0-2 hours 26%

MBA 2 0%

Not directly related to my car 25%

Moderate 29%

Moderate

46%

1

17%

2-4 hours 52%

MSx

0%

Not sure

Extensive 0%

Extensive

8%

2

8%

4-6 hours 17%

PhD

0%

3

0%

6-8 hours 4%

Other 0%

4

0%

8 hours

25%

71%

0%

Teaching Evaluation Summary (2015 - 2016 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Catalog & Section: 245, 02

Comment Summary
Course Title: OSM-BASE
Enrollment: 25 Responses Incl Declines: 24
(Declined: 0)

1. Comments
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be posted on the Course Evaluations Website
where it can be seen by the entire GSB community (non-required courses only).
Dan is absolutely fantastic. Didn't like the class though...it's just not applicable to anything I will ever do in
business.
Very valuable course. Looking forward to taking more modeling classes in the future.
Dan Iancu is exceptional. If he doesn't win the teaching award, than he should have. He really takes the time to
think about how to prepare his explanations to us in a way that really sticks. He is always super available to
meet and makes OSM really Awesome!
I thought the professor was great but I thought this class should not have been required.
Professor Iancu was amazing at facilitating thoughtful conversation and really inspired the whole class!
Course is very hands-on and and project-based. Students get to learn from each other, and the professor is very
approachable .
I greatly enjoyed the course, but I am not sure how practical it is for the majority of students. I feel that models
that are closer to financial modeling would be more beneficial to the group.
Professor Iancu did a great job taking the students under his wing and making himself available to cover all of
these topics. He clearly cares about student development and about the course content and wants to make sure
his students learn. Unfortunately, as someone with zero excel experience, I felt that our time in class was
extremely rushed, and that we were later tested and expected to have mastery over items that sometimes we
didn't even cover in class, or if we covered them, they were rushed and squeezed into a 3 minute slot at the
end. I understand that this is a shortcoming of the way in which the course is structured from a timing
perspective, but I'd rather have more time to go over those items so that I can learn them more thoroughly.
Fortunately Professor Iancu made himself very available for questions and help outside of class to compensate
for this.
Great course, I feel like this class was where I learned the most technical skills in my first quarter. I walked in
knowing very little excel (outside of basic formulas and formatting) and walked out feeling like it's a tool I can
use going forward - very empowering.
Dan is a great instructor - very excited about the material and made me feel enthusiastic as well (even at 830
am!) Very good, clear explanations. His short lectures at the beginning are so useful.
Amazing class!
Make this class 3 units and make strategy less
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be seen by the instructor only. Constructive
comments on how to improve the course are encouraged.
Thank you so much for all of the time and energy you put into class. You are fantastic and I would love to take a
class from you in the future!
Very valuable course. Iancu does a great job monitoring the speed of the class.
Professor Iancu - I hate quant, and you made this a fantastic course for me. Thanks so much!
Thank you so much you were great!
Dr. Iancu is highly knowledgeable and simultaneously approachable. He encourages genuine interest,
intellectual curiosity and a positive problem-solving attitude in his students. He empathizes when the content
can be difficult and takes time to walk students through concepts as well as some the underlying mathematics.
Professor Iancu is phenomenal. He is extraordinarily patient and knowledgeable and I am very grateful I had the
opportunity to be his student.
As you know, the time allocated for this course just isn't sufficient. I appreciated how much you cared about our
development and learning, and I appreciated your visible enthusiasm for the course content. I wish we had more
time to dive into the problems, especially the ones that became more difficult (usually #2 - 5 in the assignments)
rather than just focusing on the early ones, but this is again due to the small amount of time we had to work and
learn. I also wish we were able to set aside some class time to review Assignments, but realize that's a request
from someone who knows much less about these topics than most people in the class.
Very well done! I find your enthusiasm for the subject to be contagious and I really enjoyed taking this class. It
was one of my favourite's during the quarter.
Amazing class!
The turnaround in grading assignments is not acceptable. I do understand that solutions are posted very quickly,
but having your own assignment graded and returned with individualized feedback provides a different kind of
insight. It shouldn't take longer than 1 week to get an assignment back for it to actually be useful in bettering our
understanding.<br/><br/>Also, there were people that started working on the in class problems as soon as the
class started while the instructor was going through his slides. This meant that they always finished early. I do
not think this is fair and definitely generated a level of anxiety and inadequacy in the rest of us.

This class was incredible. It was very practical, but also taught us how to think through problems in new ways.
Prof. Iancu was exceptionally good at creating an environment where this learning could take place -- he
explained concepts clearly and in multiple ways, he related the coursework to real-world examples, and he
structured the lessons so that tiered learning could take place. I only wish the class period were longer. It was
really a shame we only had 80 minutes twice a week!
I think we should not do the problems in class as a group. I think it is easy to think you know what is going on
but do not. Also, I was unsure of how much prep we were expected to do prior to the class. The course
handouts were very clear and well written. <br/><br/>Overall, I think you did an exceptional job teaching the
class and inspiring interest in the material. It really showed how much work you put into the class. Thank you.
Great course! I wish it were longer. Unlike many of our fall courses, this one actually should be 1:45 long.
<br/><br/>Also, it would be nice to get a little more into the theory. Perhaps you could post some optional
readings for people who are interested?
Thank you Dan. You always explained the subject matters in very clear and logical ways with plain language.
Would remove decision trees from course content and instead go deeper on the other three models we covered

Teaching Evaluation Summary (2015 - 2016 GSB Autumn)

Ratings Summary

Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Catalog & Section: 245, 03

Course Title: OSM-BASE
Enrollment: 41 Responses Incl Declines: 36
(Declined: 0)

expectations

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

87%

4.4

4

0.6

16 18 2 0 0

clear conceptual framework87%

4.7

5

0.5

25 10 1 0 0

practical application

87%

4.9

5

0.3

33 3 0 0 0

sensitive to students'
understanding

87%

4.8

5

0.4

27 9 0 0 0

sufficient feedback

87%

4.6

5

0.6

25 9 2 0 0

inspired interest

87%

4.7

5

0.5

25 10 1 0 0

encourage various
viewpoints

87%

4.3

5

0.8

20 7 9 0 0

lecture value

87%

4.7

5

0.6

27 7 2 0 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree;

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

Very
Exceptional
Good

GoodFairPoor

content 87%

4.3

4

0.7

15

19

1

1

0

teaching87%

4.7

5

0.6

28

6

2

0

0

overall 87%

4.4

4

0.7

16

18

1

1

0

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

classmates prepared

87%

3.9

4

0.8

7 18 10 1 0

thoughtful classroom
discussion

87%

3.8

4

0.9

9 13 10 4 0

broad participation in
discussion

87%

3.6

4

1.0

9 10 11 6 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree;

Response
Rate

Std
MeanMedian
Dev

5.04.03.02.01.0

1.0

readings and cases
value

87%

4.3

4

0.5

11 23 1 0 0 1

projects and
assignments value

87%

4.7

5

0.4

26 10 0 0 0 0

content organization

87%

4.7

5

0.5

27 8 1 0 0 0

Scales:
5.0 - Strongly Agree; 4.0 - Agree; 3.0 - Unsure; 2.0 - Disagree; 1.0 - Strongly
Disagree; -1.0 - NA;

Response
Std Very
Very
MeanMedian
HighModerateLow
Rate
Dev High
Low
real world
relevance

87%

4.2

4

0.8

16

14

5

1

0

Intellectual rigor 87%

4.3

4

0.7

17

14

5

0

0

Stimulating
personal
development

4.2

4

1.0

17

10

8

0

1

87%

enrolled

Career interest

background

quantitative background

classes missed

preparation time

MBA 1 100%

Directly related to my career 42%

Slight

Slight

53%

0

60%

0-2 hours 40%

MBA 2 0%

Not directly related to my car 36%

Moderate 36%

Moderate

33%

1

34%

2-4 hours 40%

MSx

0%

Not sure

Extensive 0%

Extensive

14%

2

6%

4-6 hours 14%

PhD

0%

3

0%

6-8 hours 6%

Other 0%

4

0%

8 hours

22%

64%

0%

Teaching Evaluation Summary (2015 - 2016 GSB Autumn)
Instructor: Iancu, Dan
Subject: OIT
Catalog & Section: 245, 03

Comment Summary
Course Title: OSM-BASE
Enrollment: 41 Responses Incl Declines: 36
(Declined: 0)

1. Comments
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be posted on the Course Evaluations Website
where it can be seen by the entire GSB community (non-required courses only).
This was the best course of the fall quarter. The material is difficult but the instructor is exceptional. He is very
aware of students' understanding of the matter and works hard to make the material understandable and
relevant.
Brilliant teacher, but a straightforward course that is probably hard to apply to the real world.
This course is structured superbly to learn the conceptual material through interesting and relevant examples.
These are must have skills for anyone in workforce today. Timeframe allotted is too short for such important
material
Dan is gifted at teaching this material. The simplicity with which he explains basic modeling and the math behind
it is wild. He's deeply interested in your learning and not your grade. H's for you! He would be phenomenal in a
reddit ELI5 on linear optimization.
Dan is AWESOME! He is a terrific professor who is genuinely concerned about his students. He goes out of his
way to schedule time to sit down with students outside of office hours. It's obvious that he cares. I couldn't have
asked for a better professor!
The course was challenging but there was not enough time in class to fully learn the content. The class should
be longer. The instructor was passionate about the subject and motivated students. There was just not enough
time.
I wish the class were for a longer time! Just additional 15 minutes would have made this so much better.
Dan was a fantastic instructor - truly exceptional. I'm new to excel and so I found the pace and coursework
really challenging, but Dan's optimism and reassurances kept me from losing faith. I've learned so much!
Interesting content. Lecture portion of class can be dry but enjoy hands on work.
Awesome professor
I really enjoyed this class. Professor Iancu did a great job of adjusting the course to suit class feedback,
including conducting weekly surveys of how we felt about the way class was proceeding. He is an outstanding
teacher and seemed genuinely interested in seeing us learn.
Dan was a fantastic instructor and his passion for the subject matter was highly inspiring, especially for those of
us with little in the way of quantitative backgrounds. I think the class needs to be longer in order to actually cover
all of the questions and exercises, and could use additional CAs given the level and volume of in-class
questions, but Dan himself was faultless as far as instruction goes.
I absolutely love the professor but did not like the content of the class. The professor is brilliant and passionate
about the topic. He is incredibly committed to helping his students learn. The class, however, incorporated too
many lessons that are not applicable to my career or practices that I'm interested in learning.
Positive: extremely well taught by a professor who was clearly passionate about the subject and ensuring that
we all learned the material. As a base course, it provided a nice balance between keeping problems relatively
simple while still providing a challenge. The homework assignments were also very useful. While the professor
did a great job demonstrating how the concepts/skills we were learning applied to the real world, this was an
intro course so one would require additional classes to be able to solve more complicated real world problems.
The class provided a great intro. The professor was engaging and very accessible if extra help was needed.
One of my favorite classes!
As a student with very minimal background in the subject matter, Dan did an exceptional job of explaining the
material clearly and with great patience. He was incredibly generous with his time towards students between
office hours and explaining concepts after class.
The class is great. Prof. Iancu really cares about the students and their development. The focus is not on
grades, which also makes for a better learning environment. The course moves pretty quickly through the
course content though, which can be challenging for students who have not had any exposure to these
concepts or tools before.
The decision tree stuff was poorly taught in my opinion and I think it should be removed from the syllabus
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be seen by the instructor only. Constructive
comments on how to improve the course are encouraged.
I recommend making this course longer. This is one of the hard skills that students come to business school to
learn. Thanks for always working hard to make sure we understood the material.
The course was run exceptionally well, providing excellent venues to learn for a wide variety of student
backgrounds and skill levels. I wish classes were longer!
I think you did a great job in creating interest in the material, and making sure each of us fully understood the
concepts clearly. Appreciate your effort in making this interesting and relevant for us!
Thank you for always being positive. This material really stretched me and I've learned so much, even if my

grades are well below the average. Your reassurances kept me from dwelling in constant fear of failure, and
because of that I learned even more!
Would prefer more teaching via excel instruction vs the slides. Great job!
OSM was one of my favorite courses this semester. The class was very well organized and the material was
engaging. Professor Iancu is an incredible teacher and seemed genuinely interested in our learning. Two
thumbs up from me! Thanks very much for a great quarter.
Thank you very much for all of your time and effort in creating a challenging and rewarding learning environment
for us this quarter.
Overall the course is excellent. Prof. Iancu really cares about the students and really cares that we learn the
material which is much appreciated. The classes are relaxed and fun, which is also great. Two small pieces of
feedback: first is that the class moves a little too quickly; and secondly, more time in the class should be
devoted to teaching how to solve the problems (currently there is tons of time for students to try to solve the
problem themselves, and then the last 2-5 minutes are extremely rushed when the solutions are shown, and its
very hard for students to follow if they didn't get the answers themselves.) Again, the class is really great, and
Prof Iancu tries really hard to respond to students requests, which is also much appreciated.
The decision tree stuff was poorly taught in my opinion and I think it should be removed from the syllabus
Dan is the man. A Romanian God among men. But seriously, he is one of the best (if not the best) professors I
have had so far at the GSB. He is intelligent, caring, patient, funny, engaging, and a number of other positive
adjectives. I could tell that he really tries so hard to make the course as positive and useful for everyone, which
is very difficult in a class with so many different opinions. My one complaint about the course is that I'm not sure
if I'll ever actually use this stuff. That is more a function of my uncertainty about my future than the utility of this
course in general though.
I guess I'm just unsure of whether this course will actually be relevant to my career at all. I think the instruction
was absolutely fantastic; the execution on the material was as good as it possibly could be; Prof. Iancu cared
about the students, knew the material extremely well, was very well prepared, etc. That said, I never felt super
motivated because there was a pervasive feeling among classmates that we'd never use this stuff. I think
somehow demonstrating to students how this stuff is relevant (by bringing back alumni to testify??) would
dramatically increase the buy-in for the class, which would in turn allow the class to move more quickly because
effort would be higher.
Dan is the man! Awesome having him as a professor. Hope it happens again soon!
One of the best, most practical courses I have taken. Prof. Iancu noticably cares about the learning and wellbeing of his students, and thus is a highly effective teacher.
I enjoyed the full quarter length of the class, think it allowed for deeper learning which I support. However, I
strongly disliked the 1:20 length of the class. Would much prefer a single 2:45 once per week class. Or even a
50 minute session one day and an 1:45 another. I am not sure the current situation maximizes learning
The course was a bit fast paced and I struggled to keep up and especially struggled to build on the concepts if I
did not have a solid grasp on them from the week before. I would recommend less group homework outside of
class because I felt like I pushed myself to learn more when it was a single person assignment vs. a group. It
was also difficult to coordinate with 2-3 people and find a time that worked for everyone to do the hw together.
Dan is a fantastic professor and helpful and patient outside the classroom as well. Thank you for teaching this
very important course and skillset!
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1. Comments
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be posted on the Course Evaluations Website
where it can be seen by the entire GSB community (non-required courses only).
I like Prof Dan! He is awesome
Dan is the best!! He clearly cares about our learning and reminds of us that fact regularly. I knew absolutely
nothing about this subject before this class and I feel that I have learned more about it than any other class. It's
a fantastic pedagogical model that worked extremely well for me. Best class at the GSB so far, and Dan was
hugely to thank for that. My only concern don't have anything to do with Dan, but one of the TAs was extremely
unhelpful and I think that a feedback mechanism for TAs is missing.
Professor Iancu made for a wonderful experience in this course. In addition to a dry sense of humor that was
greatly appreciated in a class that met right after lunch, he was always available for help outside of the class
and to re-teach concepts until students got it. His passion for his students is unparalleled.
Amazing class, great professor, so interesting and fun. I rarely find a class as stimulating and practical as this
was.
Great course
This class should be 4 credits and 1:45 long! Our class time for modeling was always cut short, and no one ever
completed the assigned work in the time allotted.
Hands down, Dan is one of the best instructors I've had yet. Really committed to student learning, makes a
complicated subject clear
I found this course to be enormously helpful in understanding Excel. The problem sets were practical, useful,
and challenging. I appreciate how Prof. Iancu made himself available.
Dan is the best!
This course can be pretty challenging for people with minimal experience in Excel; however, Professor Iancu
cares a lot about students' learning and makes himself available for support.
I thought this was a fantastic course. I had very little prior knowledge and felt this course added a ton of value.
The in-class assignments and homework were very helpful.
It would be more beneficial if every student could work on the problems in class. This would require a computer
for every student, so allowing laptops would be necessary. Working in pairs would still be beneficial, but there is
a lot of value in going through the motions of building the models and solving the problems alone before getting
help from a partner. This course should allow laptops and allow students to individually work on problems in
class.
Dan is great - his lectures are super clear and thoughtful. The only issue I found with the course was that we
were constantly required to work in pairs in class, and sometimes, the level of proficiency in excel between
partners was severely different - this made it difficult to go at your own pace. Also, too many outside group
assignments.
Professor Iancu cares a lot about his students and it's great to have a hands-on course during first quarter. I do
wish there were more time to discuss how the models do/don't work in the real world - for example how to build
a model in an environment that's more data-scarce. I'd also love to hear more examples from Professor Iancu's
own career!
Dan is a really really nice guy and a great instructor. Super patient, and passionate about the topic. Not only did
I learn a lot, I also enjoyed the class (even though I was never really an Excel fan or pro). I particularly liked the
way how the class was structured: in-class content reviews, assignments outside the class, and a lot of relevant
cases all throughout (booking platforms, ticket sales, room assignments, etc.)!
Dan Iancu is a wonderful professor. At some point in this course everyone finds it challenging, and Prof Iancu is
very eager to encourage you, help you when you need it and get you back on track. He has stayed late into the
evening (an hour past when his formal office hours ended) to help me and other students understand and
complete our homework assignment. He did this after teaching 4 courses that day. He is a great professor and a
true asset to the GSB.
I wish we could have more time.
Very powerful tools but still think there's gab to apply them into real life or business world. The cases are
classical and more experimental.
Dan Iancu is an exceptional Professor. He combines absolute mastery of his subject with excellent teaching
skills. This is especially impressive considering the difficulty of the subject matter, and its non-accessibility,
particularly to students with no quantitative background. Professor Iancu is truly fantastic, I'd recommend his
instruction to anyone with enthusiasm. He goes above and beyond for his students, and I learned a tremendous
amount in his course because of his efforts.
Provide comments about the course, positive and negative, to be seen by the instructor only. Constructive
comments on how to improve the course are encouraged.

Dan, thank you so, so much for everything. I love your passion for this subject, I love that you make time to help
explain things for us, and I love that you spent so much time with me in office hours and were so patient
throughout this class. You were great at "unsticking" me and my partner when I was stuck during class time and
those moments when you popped in for a moment were the most valuable moments of every class. Thank you,
thank you, thank you. Minor constructive feedback: I think there should be a feedback mechanism for TAs, as I
found one TA in particular extremely unhelpful (any time I asked them for help, they did not even know the
problem we were doing, often gave the wrong answer, etc.). But again--Dan was great! This was my favorite
class this term. Love love loved it.
I think OSM is the class I learned the most in this quarter, and the skills I learned will not only be directly
applicable to my career, but will prove useful outside of the office as well. I also greatly appreciated your
openness to always meeting outside of class to review concepts and walk through problems I struggled with.
Your passion for your students is unparalleled.
I love Prof. Dan...he is more concerned about your learning than your grades. He goes all out to help struggling
students like me. Great teacher!
It was extremely helpful to have videos available that walked through how to solve problems we covered in
class. For the assignments that did not have a video, I found it more difficult to learn at my own pace, making
the course more difficult than it would have been with a video. My other comment is that it was often frustrating
that the learning moments tended to come in the last 3-5 minutes of class when I had to run across campus to
be on time for my class that started immediately after. It was quite frustrating that this course ended 3 minutes
late on a regular basis.
Great job with this course! I have minimal experience in Excel and learned a lot. Everyone can tell you really
care about the topic and want your students to learn - and we appreciate that! Thanks again!
I wish we had a little more time for some of the exercises, but overall this was the most valuable course I took
this quarter.
N/A
Thanks Dan, your patience with us and your passion for this topic were inspiring. I learned a lot from you and
you are a really nice guy!
You are a wonderful professor. At some point in this course everyone finds it challenging, and you were very
eager to encourage us, help us when we needed it and get us back on track. I really appreciated when you
stayed late into the evening (an hour past when your formal office hours ended) to help me and other students
understand and complete our homework assignment. You are a great professor and a true asset to the GSB.
Regarding areas for improvement, please time the classes better so that we don't run over our allotted time. I
already only had 10 minutes to get to my next class.
Overall very good. I really enjoyed and learned a lot from your class.
This course was excellent. My one suggestion for improvement would be more video explanations - in particular,
a video tutorial on discrete linear optimization would have been very useful. Also, more time for Professor Iancu
to go through his "parsing" process for different kinds of problems would have been helpful. I often found
parsing the problems to be the most difficult component of OSM assignments, and having a bit more guidance
on best practices for parsing would have been very useful. This was a fantastic class, thank you.
Why aren't the classes longer! Everything feels very rushed...<br/>Otherwise, great course, great content, great
Professor, who knows how to reconcile even the more recalcitrants with Excel/ modeling!
This isn't specific to Prof Iancu. There should be more thought given to recommending certain students for base
and accelerated. I know how to program in R, Matlab, and Python, but I was still encouraged to take base. As a
result, I did not learn any new skills from this course (if I ever needed to use Crystal Ball, I would just find a
Stackoverflow article or youtube video on how to make it work).<br/><br/>Prof Iancu was very concerned about
the bottom students' progress, which is great for them but it makes it very boring for the rest of us.
Dan is an extremely friendly instructor who made me feel very comfortable with the material, despite my
complete lack of background. He really made it about learning, rather than about performing academically -exactly the right balance for an MBA class, in my opinion.<br/><br/>Perhaps because of the nature of the
content, lectures were quite dry, and there was a certain dynamic of people drifting off during the first part of
every class.<br/><br/>I would suggest two changes to the course in future years:<br/>1) Make it a 4 unit class.
There was never really enough time to get through the in-class assignments, although my level of engagement
was very high.<br/><br/>2) Convert some of the lecture topics to video that can be watched ahead of time, and
improve the video content already available. The videos used in Strategic Leadership are an excellent model to
emulate -- well scripted, well produced and easy to understand. The current content is well thought out but feels
a bit improvised, and is difficult to focus on.
There was not enough time allotted for this class to appropriately cover the material. We need at least an
additional 20 minutes per class.
This class needs to be longer. It is highly relevant to many people's future aspirations
Overall, I thought this was a good course and that the professor was highly committed, but often thought the
pace was way too fast and that the professor was not sensitive to the pace at times.
He's excellent.
The course format was not always ideal. I think I would have preferred to follow along in class on my own
computer without having to share with a partner. Maybe there could be some alone work time and some shared
partner time? but only having partner time made it such that, depending on your partner, you may learn a lot or

not in any given class, and you may spend more time negotiating than really engaging with the
problem.<br/><br/>Similarly for team assignments, while there is value in working through problems with people
and its nice to meet other people, maybe team assignments can be ungraded? Having them be graded added
an extra layer of stress around the coordination with the partner, the back and forth, the decision on the final
answer, that was very time consuming in an already crowded schedule. I would have preferred ungraded team
assignments and graded individual assignments.<br/><br/>Also agree class could be longer. I wonder if there is
a way to have class be in a classroom rather than the computer lab, where students all work on their own, and
then shut their laptops to listen to the lecture? I see the value of the computer lab but it's such a difficult format
to pay attention to lectures.<br/><br/>In general though, the professor was great and I think he did a great job
teaching the material! I just think the logistics of the class, the assignments, the room, could go a long way to
helping best internalize the material.

