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Warmup

• The “shape” of English speech: reduced 

forms

• Focus on rhythm and stress

• Tom Kelley, IDEO, 

http://ecorner.stanford.edu/authorMaterialI

nfo.html?mid=2105

http://ecorner.stanford.edu/authorMaterialInfo.html?mid=2105
http://ecorner.stanford.edu/authorMaterialInfo.html?mid=2105


Practice presentations

• Groups for tonight

• Peer review form

• Timing

– 3 minutes speaking (maximum) +

– 1 minute questions (last speaker must ask a 

question)

– 1 minute peer review form (make notes 

during talk)

– 0.5 minute transition



The Six P's of Presentations

• Preparation

• Practice

• Posture

• Projection

• Pronunciation

• Performance



The Six P's of Presentations

Preparation

1. Content

2. Organization

3. Notes

4. Visual aids



The Six P's of Presentations

Practice

1. Introduction: Generate interest

2. Body: Watch the timing

3. Body: Smooth transitions

4. Conclusion: Slow at the end 



The Six P's of Presentations

Posture

1. Display confidence and interest

2. Make repositioning deliberate

3. Fit the setting: formal  informal

4. Avoid defensiveness

See www.fearisgood.com/sample.chapter.html

http://www.fearisgood.com/sample.chapter.html


The Six P's of Presentations

Projection

1. Volume: loudness without shouting

2. Enunciation: clear articulation

3. Modulation: vary volume & tone but 

always be clear



The Six P's of Presentations

Pronunciation

1. Practice problem words and sounds;   

use avoidance if necessary 

2. Be aware of your rhythm

3. Stress key words appropriately

4. Pay attention to important intonation 

contours (e.g., for beginning, end, key 

points, and transitions)



The Six P's of Presentations

Performance

1. Eye contact

2. Gesture

3. Enthusiasm and desire to communicate

4. Facial expression

5. Fluency: watch the uh’s

6. Pacing and pausing



Homework

• Review class notes & feedback

• Prepare a 1-2 minute introduction of your 

major speech … (handout). To do so, you 

will need to have a good idea of what will 

happen in your major speech!

• Questions?

COM23-Week5-6-speech.doc

