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Our Strategies for the Most Relevant and Important Audio Essay Ever

Things any good essay has to have:

· A story arc/sequential development

· Lead your listeners on a journey into the heart of an onion

· Help them to discover something profound about themselves or humanity

· An argument

· Clear

· Relevant & important

· Debatable/not trite or obvious

· Well structured and organized

· Evidence

· Relevant

· Important

· Convincing

· Explain how it fits into argument

· Audio (variation)

· Use different sounds and types of sounds

· Don’t let the narrator dominate the piece

· If there is something that someone else can say, let them say it

· ie get authoritative expert opinions

· or surveys (from the government)

· eg census data

· Make it textured

· Don’t plagiarize

· Or lie

· Don’t get caught deceiving audience

· A point/conclusion

· A hook
· Relevant

· Important

· Exciting

· Attention grabbin’

· Heart wrenching

· Funny

· Unless you aren’t funny

· Cohesion

· Make sure it coheres

· Have the same topic throughout

· Argument can change, but it should develop logically

· Develop topic in logical and connected manner

· Something to relate to the audience

· Develop ethos/pathos/logos

· Making it seem important

· Using rhetorical strategies

· Make relevant and important introductions where it is relevant and important to introduce
Rhetorical Strategies

· Music/sound effects

· Nothing distracting

· Don’t put songs with lyrics under speaking

· Anecdotes/substories

· Relevant ones

· Help audience to relate

· Use to get attention

· Expert testimony

· Hopefully relevant (but not necessarily)

· Sensory details, setting the scene

· Use vivid imagery such as ponies

· Try to paint a picture (of ponies)

· Interviews

· Use to add weight/authority

· Varies voice/sound

· New perspective

· Sets up an idea to agree/disagree with

· Common ground/tie the topic to something people are very familiar with

· Passionate words

· Only words that are specific to you viewpoint

· Careful word choice, each one should mean something, no passive words

· Metonymy (association)

· Link ideas to the same objects throughout essay

· Use sounds as metaphors for ideas

· 45-second rule

· 45 seconds, then switch voices

· or switch to a new topic

· or put in music

· Humor/irony

· be funny, but make sure it works toward main goals

· don’t try to be something you’re not

· Short simple sentences
· Use short sentences to add punch to statements
· Good vocal performance

· don’t pop plosives

· vary inflection

· fit tone to topic
· Smooth transitions

· Music
· interviews to narration
· leading phrases/signposting

