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TEAM: Ferocious Tiger-Eating (Wo)Men
Criteria (10-15 you HAVE to have it to have a good essay)

· An interesting argument

· Arguable: two sides to the issue

· Evidence

· Carefully select quotes from interviews that speak directly to the argument or complicate the thesis

· Use interview subjects, when possible, to dramatize situation (as opposed to too much exposition by narrator)

· Allow interview subjects to take upon the main point, then picks them up

· Clear organization

· Scenes flow in a story form but also develop argument logically

· Incorporate evidence as seamlessly as possible 

· Quotes shouldn’t distract—sets up the quote well, good integration

· Plot arc

· Don’t give away everything at once

· Continue to keep in stakes in perspective ( bring this up more than once in different ways, if necessary

· Hook

· Establish common ground

· Scenes

· Concrete, sensate details

· Props to give clues about scenes

· Dramatize 

· Transitions 

· Sound / Music

· Signposts
· clear departure from last idea to new one

· remind audience of what was just talked about by subtly signalling
· Stakes

· Reflection

· End with light touch

· Has the question, “why does it matter?” been answered?

· Think bigger picture: remember stakes

· Think about before/after (after the journey of the audio essay, where does that leave us and what should we do now?
· Establish persuasive vocal persona

· Even distribution of audio cues (a lot of music in one place and none at the end = BAD)

· Speak clearly

· Friendly, engaging tone

· Sound interested, even excited about topic 

Strategies (20-30 things that you could use to make your essay better)

· Starting with common ground 
· Specific anecdotes; significant details

· Creating identification with the narrator

· Sense of intimacy—bring audience into the essay; participation

· Direct address

· Make it personal; feel connection with confessional narrative

· Metonymy

· Musically

· Images

· Familiar images 

· Anticipate audience objections

· Show both sides of the argument

· Conversion narrative

· Go on the journey with the listener; create story of discovery that changes the way you think

· Establish the conflicts well

· Build ethos
· Establish proper tone: humor where appropriate but not obnoxious

· Incorporate outside evidence from expert testimony; academic sources 

· Order matters: Give satisfaction of story arc before analysis

· Balance dramatization over reflection

· Incorporate purpose and meaning that transcends the immediate experiences related

· Offer both experience and knowledge

· Pose questions that you will then attempt to answer

· Use dialogue

· Narrator should drive the piece forward but let the interviews make the points 

· Vocal performance

· Change pacing

· Change volume

· Use variety of tones

