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1. A stance: a clear, interesting, and controversial opinion on the subject matter.

2. Establishes stakes clearly in the beginning.

3. Concrete evidence.

4. Competent sound management: use soundbed and music to break up narration, clean recording, use high quality, appropriate sound files.

5. Plot arc: sustains tension throughout essay and comes to a resolution.

6. Signpost.

7. Conversational tone that establishes intimacy with the audience.

8. Prose: short sentences that the listener’s brain can comprehend.

9. Dramatize evidence

10. If you edit speaking, make sure it sounds natural.

11. 45 second rule: bring something new in to the story roughly every 45 seconds

12. Show then tell (a little).

13. Make transitions natural: change inflection when you are about to make a transition
14. Introduce interviewees before or shortly after they begin speaking.

