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• Browse through the International Journal of American Linguistics. 
• Find a language with a productive morphological category not present in English. 
• Write up a short (~1 page) description of this phenomenon. 

 
Reference source: The International Journal of American Linguistics publishes primarily short, 

descriptive papers about the structure of languages of the Americas. It is ideal for this project because 
of its emphasis on data and grammatical description, generally without too much theorizing. Older 
volumes of this journal are often the most accessible, e.g. before 1990 or so. 

 

IJAL is available via the Stanford library as an e-journal, or in print form (excellent for browsing; call 
number PM101 .I5). 

 
Morphological phenomena: Your task here is to find a language that has some morphological 

category not present in English. Key points: 
 

• This morpheme (or morphological process) should be productive: it should occur relatively 
broadly in the language, rather than being limited to a handful of exceptional words. 

• It’s fine – and, in fact, expected – that English will have some way of expressing the same 
meaning as your morpheme. Crucially, though, English shouldn’t use morphology to do this. 

 

EXAMPLE: Many languages have a distinction between first person plural inclusive (‘we, including 
you’) and exclusive (‘we, not including you’). This morphological category is generally 
productive: for a language marking person on verbs, any verb can be marked for either of these 
categories. And while English can certainly convey this distinction, it uses word combinations, 
rather than morphology, to do so. 

 
Writing up your paper: Write up a short description of your phenomenon. Make sure to identify the 

language you’re working with, the form(s) this morpheme takes, and the meaning it expresses. How 
complex is this system: are there multiple allomorphs? Can all roots take this morpheme? Can a clear, 
consistent, precise meaning be defined? 

 

Compare both this morpheme’s form and its meaning to English: Do we have morphemes that cause 
the same general kind of change to roots? Are we able to express the same meaning, via some non-
morphological mechanism? 

 
Length: Most of 1 page, single-spaced (including examples and bibliographic details). 
 

Examples: Present sufficient examples to support your descriptive claims; a single example is less 
compelling than 3-4.  

 

Useful kinds of examples include:  
• Pairs of words with and without your morpheme. 
• Examples showing different allomorphs, if present. 
• Sentences including a word with your morpheme, to illustrate its usage. 

 

Make sure your examples are properly formatted; see ‘Presenting linguistic data’. 
 

Citations: You should always give full bibliographic information for any source you cite – here, for 
your IJAL source paper. Any bibliographic style is fine. 


