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• Pay attention to the language you hear (and see) around you. 
• Find two examples where some chunk of language is hard to classify as a word or phrase. 
• Write up a short (~1 page) explanation of why these two challenge simple categorization. 
 
Reference source: These should be examples that you find “in the wild”: things you hear in 

conversation, find in reading, catch yourself saying, etc. Try to get in the habit of paying 
attention to the language around you, looking for interesting data. Things you notice 
unexpectedly are often more interesting than examples you construct yourself; try to find the 
most exotic, surprising, or otherwise thought-provoking examples you can. 

 
Morphological phenomena: Your task here is to find two instances of examples which are 

difficult to categorize as obviously single words or obviously multiple words – that is, two 
examples which behave in some ways as single words and in other ways as multiple words.  

 
These examples should be different from each other: either White House or Pottery Barn 
would both be appropriate, but not both as they have virtually identical structures.  
 
While it seems most likely that everyone will find English examples, data from any language 
is welcome. 

 
It may be helpful to read ahead; skimming Booij ch. 4 and Haspelmath ch. 8 will give you 
some ideas of things to look for. 

 
Writing up your paper: Make sure to include the following, for each example: 

• The word/phrase itself. 
• A description of the context where you came across this. 
• Discussion of why this isn’t clearly identifiable as a single word or phrase. (These 

reasons should be different for each example.) 
 

As always: 
• About 1 page, single-spaced (including examples and bibliographic details). 
• Present sufficient examples to support your descriptive claims; make sure these are 

properly formatted (see ‘Presenting linguistic data’). 
• Make sure to give full bibliographic information for any source you cite. 


