
LINGUIST 116: Morphology  Spring 2010 

DATA COLLECTION #5 
Morphology-phonology interface 

 
Due Wednesday, June 2 (or earlier!) 

              
 

• Find two examples of phonology affecting morphology in a single language. 
• Write up a short (~1 page) description of why each crucially involves both phonology and 

morphology. 
 
Reference source: Again, any source is fair game here, with two exceptions: 

• Your own intuitions are off limits; find examples in language you don’t speak yourself.  
• Please find something resembling basic language data. No linguistics textbooks or 

theoretical articles assigned in other classes. 
 
Morphological phenomena: Your task here is to describe two morphophonological effects 

which occur in a single language – that is, two phenomena “at the morphology-phonology 
interface”. 

 
Morphemes are, fundamentally, surface expressions of units of meaning; phonology is the 
underlying sound system of a language. Look for places where the phonological grammar 
plays a role in determining how morphemes appear in words.  
 
(I guess one could say all morphemes are affected by phonology because they make use of 
the set of sounds determined by the phonological grammar, but that’s not very interesting; 
you can do better!) 
 
Lots of phenomena are fair game here: a morpheme whose realization is affected or 
determined by some aspect of the language’s phonology, morphemes which affect each other 
in some phonological way, cases where some morpheme cannot apply for phonological 
reasons…  

 
Writing up your paper: Make sure to include the following, for each example: 

• The language you’re working with (identify it by name and geographic region). 
• At least one example word; two or more words might be important, if you’re discussing 

some kind of an alternation between possible forms. 
• A clear, concise explanation of what aspect of phonology is affecting the morphology. 

 
As always: 

• About 1 page, single-spaced (including examples and bibliographic details). 
• Present sufficient examples to support your descriptive claims; make sure these are 

properly formatted (see ‘Presenting linguistic data’). 
• Make sure to give full bibliographic information for any source you cite. 


