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SHORT PAPER ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Overview: For each of these two assignments, you’ll find a reference (a chapter or section of a book, 
or a journal article) connected with any morphology-related topic that’s interesting to 
you, and turn in a thoughtful, clearly written summary and discussion of your reference. 
 

Topic choice: You’re welcome to explore any topic that you find interesting, as long as some aspect of 
morphology plays a central role.  

 
Morphology is, most generally, word-building processes. We spend a lot of time in class focusing 
on morphological description: looking at specific kinds of morphemes and how they can occur in 
particular languages. You’re welcome to do more of this, but there are also lots and lots of other 
possibilities: 

 
• How has some language’s morphology changed over time? 
• How similar is the morphology of two related languages? 
• How do kids learn various aspects of morphology? 
• Are adults capable of learning morphological distinctions that don’t exist in their native 

language(s)? 
• How is some type of morphology processed in the brain? 
• How good are computers at morphological parsing, in various kinds of languages?  
• What kinds of sociolinguistic factors are revealed through, or can affect, morphology?  

 
Finding references: You should select a reliable academic reference; make sure to choose one that 

you can understand without too much agony, and whose scope is narrow enough in scope for you 
to cover in a 2-3 page discussion (see details below). I’m always happy to talk with you about 
choosing an interesting topic, or finding a useful reference! 

 
Any topic that you identify could potentially be quite huge. Keep in mind that these are quite 
short response papers, and focus on finding references (or parts of references) that contain enough 
content to give you something meaningful and interesting to write about, without being 
overwhelmingly long or problematically complex. 

 
Writing up your paper: For each paper, you should turn in a thoughtful, fairly concise response to 

your chosen reference. This should include a brief summary of the piece, or of a section that you 
focus on. You should also include some discussion of what you find interesting, questions that 
arise, and ideas that you might (or could) pursue further.  

 
Length: 2 (full) to 3 pages. Please type, use a standard 12-point font, double-space, and use 

one inch margins. Use page numbers, staple if necessary (please print two-sided!), 
and make sure to include your name. 

 
Writing: This is a formal writing assignment. It should be thoughtfully organized, with a brief 

introductory and concluding sentence or two, and sensible connections between ideas 
throughout. You must proofread and spellcheck your work before turning it in. 

 
Citations: You must give full bibliographic information for any source you cite – here, this 

really means for your central reference. Any bibliographic style is fine with me; if 
you are searching for a style, APA is nice: 
http://www.library.cornell.edu/resrch/citmanage/apa 


