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Spring 2009                        Kathryn Flack Potts 
   

HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 
 

CS 148: MINORITY LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTIC DESCRIPTIONS 
  

SYLLABUS 
 
                           
WHERE TO FIND ME 
 
Class   Tuesday, Thursday 10:30 – 11:50  Adele Simmons Hall (ASH) 111 
 
Course website https://athena.hampshire.edu/S297673 
 
E-mail   kflack@hampshire.edu (e-mail is the best way to get in touch with me) 
 
Office   Adele Simmons Hall (ASH) 118A x5356 

 

(I’m behind a door that says “Child development lab / Reading research lab”.) 
 
Office hours Tuesday, Thursday 9:30 – 10:30, and by appointment. 

 

I really, really like talking with students. About class, linguistics more generally, school 
extremely generally – whatever. So if you have questions (or exciting ideas!) about 
anything, please feel free to find a time to come talk. 

 
TAs   Auburn Lutzross  aull06@hampshire.edu  Phone: 510-853-4230 

Office hours: Monday 10:00-11:00  ASH lounge   or x4555 (much less reliable) 
 

Mallory Schleif   mes07@hampshire.edu  AIM:   PleadingThe1st 
Office hours: Tuesday 1:00-2:00  ASH lounge  Phone:  much less reliable; don’t bother 

 

You should meet with either of the TAs (or me) if you… 
…need help with problem sets.  
…want to discuss, or get help deciphering, an assigned reading. 
…aren’t sure what to focus on for a CR project, or your final paper. 
…need help finding references on some particular topic. 
…want to talk about how to organize a paper, or get feedback on your writing. 
…have a sudden academic crisis of whatever sort (homework, paper, general overload…). 
…think they’re fabulous people who are excellent to talk to! 

 
                           
EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
Your end-of-semester evaluation will be based on attendance and class participation; homework 
assignments; and a major final project. These are equally important, and all must be completed 
satisfactorily in order to receive an evaluation. 
 

Everyone will turn in a final portfolio of work done in this class. Make sure to save all of your  
assignments as they are handed back for inclusion in the portfolio. 
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Attendance This class has an official policy on lateness: You may not be late to class. The classroom 
  and  door will be closed at 10:30 each morning; no one comes in after that. 
  promptness 

While there is no official attendance policy, attendance will be taken every day, and missing 
class is a Bad Idea for lots of reasons. You can’t participate if you’re not in class (see below), 
homework is due in class every day (see further below), lots of important things are 
announced and discussed in class, and missing class generally shows a serious and 
disappointing lack of commitment and engagement on your part. 
 

If you have trouble with alarm clocks, you might consider arranging for a wake-up 
call/poke/prod/air horn. If your alarm clock is prone to malfunction, get one that works. 
 

If you have truly unusual extenuating circumstances – 6 religious holidays during the 
semester, running from a 10:25 bus every day, broken leg, etc. – these may be accomodated, 
but only if you talk to me ahead of time.  

 
Class   This class will be primarily discussion-based; thus everyone should make an effort to  
  participation participate in ways that will enhance both your own educational experience and that of 

the other students. This involves: 
 

…being attentive to what others are saying. Please don’t do homework, crossword puzzles, 
get into side discussions, or fall asleep during class. 
 

…participating! You’re all thoughtful, interesting people; everyone should feel comfortable 
offering your perspective.  
 

…asking questions. It’s cliché to say, but if you’re wondering about something, I’m quite 
sure 3 others are too; please be brave enough to ask. 
 

…giving everyone a turn to participate. Some people are inherently more comfortable talking 
in class; if this is you, you share responsibility for leaving room for the quieter folk, too. 

 
Assignments There will typically be one homework assignment per class. Homework will be 

announced in class and on the class webpage. It is your responsibility to be aware of when 
assignments are due. 

 

Assignments will include: 
 

Problem sets in which you analyze linguistic data. 
 

Readings on issues related to class discussion. You will typically be asked to write a 
short response to each reading. 

 

Critical readings of articles of your choice. There will be four of these total, two on a topic 
connected to cultural properties of minority languages and two on a linguistic topic. 

 

Assignments related to the final paper (see below). 
 

Like you, assignments are expected to appear promptly at the beginning of class on the day 
they are due. I’m happy to accept assignments by e-mail, turned in to my mailbox, handed to 
TAs, or sent by carrier pigeon, but only if they end up in my hands by 10:30 AM. 
Alternative turn-in methods run increasingly high risks of taking a while to get to me. 
 

If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you must 
let me know before the assignment is due. Unexcused late work will not be accepted. 
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Final project A paper on a topic related to the cultural issues and/or linguistic properties of minority 
languages. This may be a follow-up to some of your critical readings (in which case the final 
project should involve a substantial amount of new work) or it can be on a new topic. Final 
projects will include the following series of assignments: 

 

 Proposal: Describe your topic, including a central question and how you plan to 
research it. Include citations for at least three relevant papers, with discussion 
of how each will be useful.  

 

 Progress report:  Show me some meaningful progress that you’ve made since your 
proposal. Include a substantive CR-style discussion of one of your references. 

 

 Draft and peer editing report: Produce a fairly complete rough draft; arrange to trade 
with a classmate, who will give you substantive comments. Turn in both the 
draft and the comments, and I’ll give you yet more comments. 

 

 Meeting: You need to meet with me at least once during the paper-writing process; I 
strongly suggest doing this before you write your draft. 

 

 Final paper:  The final paper is due by 5:00 PM on Thursday, May 7. It should be 6-8 
pages, or longer if it’s a follow-up to CRs. 

 

As always, all final papers must be turned in on time except in the very direst of 
circumstances. If your final paper is late, you won’t receive an evaluation for the course. 

 
                           
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
On written Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed or  
work handwritten. However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it must be: 

 

...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to write 
clearly, or consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints only in yellow 
and pink stripes, please find another printer. I must be able to comfortably read your work. 

 

...correctly spelled. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 

...clearly organized. When you’re explaining complex data or making an intricate argument, it 
takes a fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas clearly. Think about what 
points you want to make, and how you want to explain them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic You are expected to be familiar with, and to follow, the Hampshire College policy on  
honesty plagiarism and its consequences. The short version: Do your own work and cite your sources 

appropriately, and everyone will be happy. Please feel free to ask me if you have any 
questions about this (or anything else). 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

 Theme Topic 
 

Assignments due 
 

Week 1 Thursday  
Jan. 29 Intro What’s a minority language?  

Tuesday 
Feb. 3 

The structure of ASL 
 

info sheet 
R: Valli & Lucas (1995) 2-15 
R: Lane et al. (1996) 42-51, 

63-67 Week 2 

Thursday 
Feb. 5 ASL and Deaf culture R: Padden & Humphries 

(2005) 123-162 
Tuesday 
Feb. 10 Does language influence thought? R: Emmorey (2002) 243-270 

Week 3 Thursday 
Feb. 12 

ASL 

Cochlear implants PS1: ASL  

Tuesday 
Feb. 17 Intro to African American English CR: Culture #1 

Week 4 Thursday 
Feb. 19 More discussion of AAE R: Green (2002) ch. 8 

Tuesday 
Feb. 24 AAE verbal systems PS2: AAE 

Week 5 Thursday 
Feb. 26 

AAE 

More structure of AAE CR: Linguistics #1 

Tuesday 
March 3 

Structure and study of North American 
languages R: Valentine (1998)  

Week 6 Thursday 
March 5 

Sapir/Whorf hypothesis; language and 
thought 

R: Papafragou et al. (2008) 
excerpts (optional) 

PS3: Kashaya 
Tuesday 
March 10 Heritage languages and education R: Miller Cleary & Peacock 

(1998) ch. 5 Week 7 Thursday 
March 12 

North 
America 

Language revitalization CR: Culture #2 

Tuesday 
March 17 Week 8 Thursday 
March 19 

SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS 
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Tuesday 
March 24 Intro to Welsh: Sounds  

Week 9 Thursday 
March 26 Welsh sociolinguistics R: Trosset (1986) excerpts 

Tuesday 
March 31 

Welsh 

Official language policies CR: Linguistics #2 
Week 10 Thursday 

April 2 ADVISING DAY – NO CLASS PS4: Welsh  
due even though no class 

Tuesday 
April 7 Intro to Australian languages FP: Final paper proposal due 

Week 11 Thursday 
April 9 Australian languages in schools R: Hartman & Henderson 

(1994) excerpts 

Tuesday 
April 14 

Australia 

Conflicts within a language community 
PS5: AU secret languages 
FP: meet w/ KFP or a TA no 

later than today Week 12 
Thursday 
April 16 

Auburn 
presents California languages and revitalization FP: Progress/reference 

report  
Tuesday 
April 21 Piraha R: Colapinto (2007) 

Week 13 Thursday 
April 23 

Linguist 
ethics Doing linguistic description ethically R: Hale et al. (1992) 

Tuesday 
April 28 

Mallory 
presents Language death and grammatical change FP: Outline and annotated 

bibliography Week 14 Thursday 
April 30 Last day Wrap up  

 Thursday 
May 7 Final papers due by 5:00. 

 
Readings 
 
Colapinto, John (2007) The interpreter. The New Yorker, April 16, 2007. 
Darnell, Regna (2002) Languages: Linguistic change and the study of Indian languages from colonial times to the 

present. In P.J. Deloria and N. Salisbury (eds.) A Companion to American Indian History, pp. 175-192. Oxford: 
Blackwell. 

Emmorey, Karen (2002) Language, Cognition, and the Brain: Insights from Sign Language Research. Mahwah, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

Green, Lisa J. (2002) African American English: A Linguistic Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Hale, Ken, Michael Krauss, Lucille J. Watahomigie, Akira Y. Yamamoto, Colette Craig, LaVerne Masayesva 
Jeanne, and Nora C. England (1992) Endangered languages. Language 68: 1-42. 
This set of essays includes the following: 

Hale:  On endangered languages and the safeguarding of diversity. 
Krauss:  The world’s languages in crisis. 
Watahomigie and Yamamoto:  Local reactions to perceived language decline. 
Craig:  A constitutional response to language endangerment: The case of Nicaragua. 
Jeanne:  An institutional response to language endangerment: A proposal for a Native American Language 

Center. 
England:  Doing Mayan linguistics in Guatamala. 
Hale:  Language endangerment and the human value of linguistic diversity. 

Hartman, Deborah, and John Henderson (1994) Aboriginal Languages in Education. Alice Springs: IAD Press. 
Lane, Harlan, Robert Hoffmeister, and Ben Bahan (1996) A Journey into the DEAF-WORLD. San Diego, CA: Dawn 

Sign Press. 
Miller Cleary, Linda, and Thomas D. Peacock (1998) Collected Wisdom: American Indian Education. Needham 

Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 
Padden, Carol, and Tom Humphries (2005) Inside Deaf Culture. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press. 
Papafragou, Anna, Justin Hulbert, and John Trueswell (2008) Does language guide event perception? Evidence from 

eye movements. Cognition 108: 155-184. 
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Trosset, Carol S. (1986) The social identity of Welsh learners. Language in Society 15: 165-192. 
Valentine, J. Randolph (1998) Linguistics and languages in Native American studies. In R. Thornton (ed.), Studying 

Native America: Prospects and Problems, pp. 152-181. Madison, WI: The University of Wisconsin Press. 
Valli, Clayton, and Ceil Lucas (1995) Linguistics of American Sign Language: An Introduction (2nd ed.). 

Washington, DC: Gallaudet University Press.  
 


