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Find two reference sources connected with your potential topic(s). Unless you are committed to a 
single topic already, these should be in two different areas for maximally broad exploring. 
Write up a short discussion of the main points of each, how each connects with your potential 
topic, and what ideas it gives you about moving forward.1 
 
At least one of these references should be from a physical book found in the library; at least one 
should be a review article or chapter. A review article is one whose goal is to survey existing 
research on a given topic, rather than arguing for a particular conclusion based on the author’s 
own data and analysis. Review articles/chapters are most commonly found in textbooks, books 
with titles like The Handbook of…, An Encyclopedia of…, or review-oriented journals like 
Language and Linguistics Compass. 
 
In your discussion of the review article, please include the following: 
 

• The article’s general area, and the kinds of topics it includes; which sub-areas are most 
relevant or interesting to you. 

 

• How did you go about finding a relevant review article? Was it difficult? Does this kind of 
article seem useful at this stage of your work? (‘yes’ and ‘no’ are both reasonable answers) 

 
In reporting on your visit to the library, please include the following: 
 

• What section(s) of the library seem most relevant to your topic? Note specific call numbers. 
 

• What kinds of books do you find there? Which of these might be useful if you pursue this 
topic? 

 
EXAMPLE: (Here I’m using my old senior thesis topic: Dinka vowel morphology. It’s a pretty specific 

topic, and there isn’t much on Dinka, but here’s what I’d come up with) 
 
 Lots of books about Dinka culture are in the DT100 section, but none of these say much of anything 

about the language. Books about African languages are in the PL8000s, but there’s nothing here 
specifically about Dinka. There are some books at the beginning of this section about African 
languages generally, which could be useful, as could grammars of other related languages. Malou’s 
(1988) Dinka Vowel System is at P25 .S85 L5 NO. 82, away from all the African grammars because 
it’s part of a series; all of the surrounding books are grammars of wildly different languages, so again 
not relevant. Books about nonconcatenative morphology in general are also useful. These are in the 
morphology section (P240s); there are interesting textbooks, collections of papers that include some 
that look interesting, and a nice one called The Handbook of Morphology. 

 
• Give citation information, for at least 4 books that might be useful to look at as your project 

progresses. For your own benefit, include call numbers, and very short (1 sentence is fine) 
explanations of what’s interesting/relevant about each. 

                                            
1 Perhaps “I want to follow up on this specific point” or “I’ve learned this topic isn’t all that exciting after all”. 


