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Write up a general discussion of the status of your project. Now that you’ve spent a few weeks 
reading and thinking about your topics, the goal here is to consider what you know about each 
and evaluate them in terms of both your own interest and the feasibility of carrying out your own 
investigation. 
 
Please start by reminding me of the topics you’re considering at this point. Have you ruled any 
out? If so, why? Do you feel more likely to end up with any particular topic? Be as specific and 
detailed as you can in identifying topics; consider the discussions in McCarthy (2008) and Green 
and Morgan (2001) of what makes a good, narrow topic.  
 
(I assume everyone is still considering multiple topics at some level; if you already have a 
specific plan, though, that’s great! Explain why you picked that one, and what your plans are.)  
 
Make sure to consider the following issues for each topic: 
 
• Reference material. What do you know about this so far? Have you been successful in 

finding background material? Does there seem to be a useful body of relevant, interesting 
material? (This isn’t necessarily true for all topics.) 

 
• Methodology. What kind of data might be relevant in pursuing this? How might you 

collect this data? While your thoughts here are likely quite general at this point, do consider 
what general kind of data collection you could do, and what technical skills and other 
resources might be necessary. 

 
• Answerability. This is Green and Morgan’s third question: What will count as an answer 

to your research question? Can you formulate your topic as a yes/no question? If you’re not 
at this point yet, be as specific as you can about exactly the kind of answer you’re after (some 
kind of numerical measure or comparison? a property of social interaction? a syntactic 
structure?). 

 
• Faculty adviser. Who in the linguistics department might you work with on this? If you 

have a specific person in mind, that’s excellent; you could also list a few possibilities, or 
describe the kind of background/knowledge/skills that you’d like to find in an adviser. 

 
• Next steps. What else do you need to know to figure out whether this topic is worth 

pursuing? How might you follow up on this – are there kinds of references you should look 
for, or people you should talk to? 


