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Fall 2008                  Kathryn Flack Potts 
   

HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE 
 

CS 236: FIELD METHODS IN LINGUISTICS 
  

SYLLABUS 
 
 
                           
WHERE TO FIND ME 
 
Class    Monday, Wednesday  9:00 – 10:20  Adele Simmons Hall (ASH) 222 
 
Course website https://athena.hampshire.edu/S296441 
 
E-mail    kflack@hampshire.edu (e-mail is the best way to get in touch with me) 
 
(New) Office  Adele Simmons Hall (ASH) 118A x5356 

 

(behind a door that says “Child development lab / Reading research lab”) 
 
Office hours  Monday, Wednesday 10:30 – 12:00, and by appointment. 

 

I really, really like talking with students. About class, linguistics more 
generally, school extremely generally – whatever. So if you have questions (or 
exciting ideas!) about anything, please feel free to find a time to come talk. 
 

Language   Achyut Shrestha   abs08@hampshire.edu   (413) 559-4685 
consultant   Office hours: Monday 10:30 – 11:30 AM in (or near) the ASH lobby 

Friday  9:00 – 10:00 AM 
Also by appointment – please feel free to set up a meeting. 

 
                           
ON THE BASIC STRUCTURE OF THIS CLASS 
 
This class requires a lot of participation. We’ll spend at least half of each class eliciting data 
from our language consultant, using him as our one and only source of information about Nepali. 
Like you guys, I don’t know anything about Nepali yet, so I’m pretty excited about this. 
 
A class like this won’t work, though, unless everyone is an active participant and contributor in 
class, and thinks seriously about the data outside class as well. This is why this course, unlike 
most of the others I teach, has fairly strict policies on attendance and class participation. 
 
I understand that this might not work for everyone. Some people might rather have textbooks 
that they can refer to; some may know that they have trouble with attendance towards the end of 
the semester. That’s why I’m making this clear right from the start. If you suspect you might 
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have a hard time in this class, the drop/add period is an excellent time to figure this out. Please 
feel free to talk to me if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
                           
EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
Your end-of-semester evaluation will be based on attendance, class participation, homework 
assignments, and a substantial linguistic analysis project. These are equally important, and all 
must be completed satisfactorily in order to receive an evaluation. 
 
Everyone will turn in a final portfolio of work done in this class. Make sure to save all of your  
assignments as they are handed back for inclusion in the portfolio. 
 
Attendance This class has an official attendance policy: 

 

You may miss up to three class meetings during the semester. 
 

If you miss four classes, you will not receive an evaluation for the course. 
 

These three excused absences are intended to cover everything from religious and 
family obligations to illness to oversleeping to states of severe overcommittment. 
If you sleep through three classes in October, then must attend a funeral in 
November, this won’t warrant an exception to the attendance policy; rather, even 
in this unfortunate situation, you would fail the course. So please try really hard to 
just come to class. 
 

Arriving late to class counts as one of your three excused absences. Sleeping 
through the first hour of class is an absence. Missing the bus and arriving 20 
minutes late is an absence. If you have trouble with alarm clocks, you might 
consider arranging for a wake-up call/poke/prod/air horn. 

 
Class   This is why there’s an attendance policy: you can’t participate if you aren’t here. 
participation  

The goal of the class is to learn to elicit and analyze data from an unfamiliar 
language. We’re not using a textbook, reference grammar, or anything like that 
because the best way to learn these things is to do them over and over and over. 
This is what we’ll spend most of class time doing. 
 

There are a few roles that you’ll be expected to fill in class: 
 

• Eliciting: Everyone will elicit data in every class. We’ll ask tons of questions 
like, “How do you say ‘The dog chased the girl’ in Nepali?” Everyone is 
expected to be engaged in discussion so they can ask for useful data whenever 
it’s their turn. 

 

• Scribe: As we collect data, someone needs to write it up on the board so we 
can all refer to it. We’ll set up a schedule for who’s in charge of scribing for 
each class. 
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• Archivist: We’ll also keep a record (audio recording + transcription) of the 
most useful data from each class on our class webpage. Each class, the 
archivist will be in charge of audio-recording this data, as well as providing a 
PDF transcription. We’ll set up a schedule for this, too. 

 

If you absolutely must miss a class where you’re scheduled to be scribe or 
archivist, you need to arrange for a substitute.  

 
Assignments There will typically be at least one homework assignment per week. Homework 

will be announced in class and on the class webpage. It is your responsibility to be 
aware of when assignments are due. 

  

Assignments will include: 
 

• Analyses of data from class. This will likely be the most common type of 
assignment, and may often require meeting with our consultant outside class 
to collect additional data or test your hypotheses. 

 

• Problem sets, using data from languages other than Nepali, that illustrate 
aspects of theory related to what we’re finding in class. 

 

• Reading papers – on Nepali, field linguistics generally, theoretical 
background, or whatever else becomes relevant – and writing responses.  

 
If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you 
must let me know before the assignment is due (or, in serious emergencies, as 
soon as humanly possible). Unexcused late work will not be accepted. 

 
Final project The final project for this class is an analysis of some aspect of Nepali grammar 

that goes well beyond our class discussions. 
 

These projects can be completed independently or in small groups. 
 

You will propose topics fairly early in the semester, meet with me at least twice to 
discuss your plan, and turn in regular progress reports. Much of the last month of 
the course will be organized around working on and discussing your analyses. 
We’ll talk about all these deadlines in much more detail as the semester 
progresses. 
 

As always, all final papers must be turned in on time except in the very direst of 
circumstances. If your final paper is late, you won’t receive an evaluation for 
the course. 
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OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
On written Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed  
work. or handwritten. However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it 

must be: 
 

...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to 
write clearly, or consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints 
only in yellow and pink stripes, please find another printer. If I can’t read your 
work, I can’t evaluate your ideas. 

 

...correctly spelled. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 

...clearly organized. When you’re explaining things like complex data and 
analyses, it takes a fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas 
clearly. Think about what points you want to make, and how you want to explain 
them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic You are expected to be familiar with, and to follow, the Hampshire College policy  
honesty. on plagiarism and its consequences. The short version: Do your own work and 

cite your sources appropriately, and everyone will be happy. 
 

Special note for this course: 
 

We’ll learn a lot about Nepali this semester. However, the goal isn’t simply to 
acquire this knowledge, propose the right analyses, and generally Get It Right. 
Rather, I want you to learn how to deal with the messy, often frustrating process 
of collecting and analyzing raw data. 
 

Thus, there is a class ban on outside references unless I say otherwise. That is, 
don’t go reading anything on Nepali (or other Indo-Aryan languages, like 
Hindi) unless I say otherwise. Not even Wikipedia. Seriously. Don’t. A lot of 
what we’ll be looking at are extremely basic linguistic properties – phoneme 
inventory, basic word order, agreement morphology, etc. – that get summarized in 
the very first paragraph or chart of any description. It’s extraordinarily easy to 
spoil the elicitation and analysis processes by finding out answers too early. 
 

If aspects of the grammar come up in one of your other classes, or, say, on NPR 
or something, that’s fine (though always acknowledge your sources when 
referring to external data!), but don’t go to the library and check out a grammar. 
Don’t look up articles online. Eliciting as much data as you can possibly handle is 
a great idea; asking a linguist who specializes in Indo-Aryan languages what’s 
going on is a bad plan (thus, beware the excellent Rajesh Bhatt!). 
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Topic 
 

 

Assignments due 
 

Week 1 Wednesday  
Sept. 3 

Intro: basic elicitation; transcribe 
Achyut’s name  

Monday 
Sept. 8 Collect basic words 

Info sheet 
Short essay – Thoughts 

on field work Week 2 
Wednesday 
Sept. 10 Basic words; politeness words/phrases Preliminary consonant 

inventory 
Monday 
Sept. 15 Consonant contrasts Preliminary vowel 

inventory Week 3 Wednesday 
Sept. 17 Words; aspiration contrasts  

Monday 
Sept. 22 Verbs; start with basic sentences Full Nepali phoneme 

inventory Week 4 Wednesday 
Sept. 24 

Sentence types: intransitive, transitive, 
ditransitive; various tenses Lexicon to date 

Monday 
Sept. 29 Verbal morphology  

Read Vaux and Cooper 
chapters 9 + 10 

Morphology elicitation 
plan Week 5 

Wednesday 
Oct. 1 Kinship Verbal morphology 

inventory, from class 
Monday 
Oct. 6 Morphology presentations  Morphology elicitation 

report  Week 6 Wednesday 
Oct. 8 

Summarize what we know so far 
-le and -lai 

Final paper preliminary 
proposal 

Monday 
Oct. 13 OCTOBER BREAK – NO CLASS 

Week 7 Wednesday 
Oct. 15 Case Read Comrie ch. 6; 

consider Nepali 
Monday 
Oct. 20 Subject case; animacy  

Week 8 Wednesday 
Oct. 22 Final paper preliminary presentations  
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Monday 
Oct. 27 Adjectives Meet with me about 

paper topics Week 9 Wednesday 
Oct. 29 More adjectives  

Monday 
Nov. 3 Gender agreement (optional; Adj, V)  

Week 10 Wednesday 
Nov. 5 ADVISING DAY – NO CLASS 

Monday 
Nov. 10 

WillLing practice talk 
Elicitation topics for last few classes Final paper proposal 

Week 11 Wednesday 
Nov. 12 Working with language consultants  

Read Vaux and Cooper, 
Ladefoged on 
language consultants 

Monday 
Nov. 17 

Resolving various mysteries: serial verbs; 
sound symbolic reduplication  

Week 12 Wednesday 
Nov. 19 Adam Werle guest lecture  

Monday 
Nov. 24 Ellen Woolford guest eliciter Final project progress 

reports Week 13 Wednesday 
Nov. 26 THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS 

Monday 
Dec. 1 Question formation  Read Lehrer “The 

eureka hunt” Week 14 Wednesday 
Dec. 3 Final paper presentations  

Monday 
Dec. 8 Final paper presentations  

Week 15 Wednesday 
Dec. 10 Reduplication; sound symbolism  Reflective essay on 

fieldwork 

 Wednesday 
Dec. 17 Final papers due. 

 
 


