
Intro to Linguistics  Autumn 2010 

FINAL EXAM: RESPONSE PAPER 
 

Overview:   As in previous response papers, you’ll find a reference (a chapter or section of a book, 
or a journal article) connected with any linguistically relevant topic that’s interesting to 
you, and turn in a thoughtful, clearly written summary and discussion. 

 

A difference from before: you may discuss either one single paper, as before, or you may 
discuss (synthesize, compare/contrast, etc.) two related papers. If you choose to do the 
latter, one paper must be new to you; the other may also be new, or it may be a reference 
you’ve discussed in a previous response paper, or one we’ve read in class. 

 
Due date: 11:30 AM, Thursday December 9. 
 

There is no required proposal for this paper, though we are happy to discuss proposals or 
other aspects of your paper if that would be helpful. 

 

Absolutely no late work – not even slightly late work – will be accepted, unless 
arrangements are made in advance with Alex or Kathryn as a result of truly dire 
circumstances. Early submissions, though, are always welcome! 

 
See the handouts for previous short paper assignments, available on the course website, for 
information on topic choice and finding references. 
 
Grading: The grading rubric for this paper, available on the course website, is slightly different 

from those for previous short papers. Please make sure you are familiar with the full 
grading breakdown; major differences from previous paper assignments are as follows. 

 

Length:  If you are responding to a single paper, the length should be 2 (full) to 3 pages, 
as before. If you are responding to two papers, yours should be slightly longer: 3 (full) to 
4 pages. 
 

Introduction: Your first paragraph should not only draw your reader in to your topic, 
but should also give a clear, explicit overview of the structure of your paper. Please 
summarize the major points from your article that you will be discussing, describe very 
briefly how you will respond to these, and give an overview of the structure of your 
paper. (2-3 sentences covering all of these points may well be plenty.) 
 

Language data:  You should include, at the very least, one concrete example of language 
data (a sound, word, sentence, conversation, etc.) illustrating an important point in your 
discussion. This may be quoted from your article, or may be your own example. 
Language data should be set off from regular text by quotes, italics, brackets, or similar, 
as appropriate. 
 

Analysis: Your discussion should clearly identify:  
 

• At least one strength of your reference – one thing the author does well, argues for 
convincingly, etc.  

 

• At least one point which could be further strengthened. This could be a point which is 
not convincingly supported, ideas for follow-up investigations which might further 
test or broaden the scope of the author’s argument, etc. 


