
Intro to Linguistics  Autumn 2010 

FINAL EXAM: PAPER RUBRIC 
 
Student:   Total points:   _____________  
 
   Paper is turned in on time (11:30 AM, Thursday December 9). 

Late work will not be accepted, unless arrangements are made in advance as a result of truly 
dire circumstances. 

 

BASICS  (15 points)                      
 

   of 5 Spelling and grammar are correct; paper has been proofread and is free of typos. 
 

   of 5 Appropriate length: 
Response to a single paper: minimum: 2 full pages; maximum: 3 pages 
Response to two papers: minimum: 3 full pages; maximum: 4 pages 

 

   of 5 1” margin on all sides; page numbers; 12-point font; double-spaced; stapled; includes 
your name. 

 

REFERENCE AND CITATIONS (15 points) 
 

   of 5 Reference is an appropriate academic source. 
 

   of 5 Full bibliographic citation provided. References found online are cited appropriately.  
 

   of 5 Page numbers (and author, as appropriate) are given for all direct quotes, outside 
quotation marks. 

 

WRITING AND ORGANIZATION (20 points) 
 

   of 5 Introduction describes the paper’s thesis/central question, outlines structure. 
 

   of 5 Topic shifts are signalled by thoughtful transitions; paper is clearly structured and 
develops logically. 

 

   of 10 Overall writing style is clear, accessible, and appropriately formal. 
 

EXPLANATION AND EMPIRICAL SUPPORT (25 points) 
 

   of 15 Clear explanations of all claims (yours and the author’s) presented, and of the evidence 
for each; free of factual and logical errors. 

 

   of 10 Appropriate, clearly explained use of data: 
• At least one concrete example of language data, either from the paper or your own. 
• All example sounds/words/sentences are set off from regular text with italics, quotes, 

brackets, etc. as appropriate. 
 

ANALYSIS (25 points) 
 

   of 10 Thoughtful evaluation of the author’s arguments throughout. 
 

   of 5 Identify and clearly explain at least one strength of the paper. 
 

   of 5 Identify and clearly explain at least one point which could be strengthened, made more 
convincing, or followed up on in specific ways. 

 

   of 5 Sophisticated engagement with linguistic issues, informed by course content where 
appropriate. 


