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STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
LINGUISTICS 116:  MORPHOLOGY 
 
Kathryn Flack Potts 
Spring 2010  

                           
 
Class    Monday, Wednesday 11:00 – 12:15   

Building 160, room 332 
 
Instructor   Kathryn Flack Potts 

 

Email:   kfpotts@stanford.edu  
      

Office:   Building 460, room 118 
 

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday 1:00 – 2:00, and by appointment. 
 

Please feel free to talk to me if you have questions about anything at all. You’re 
always welcome to email, to set up an appointment, or to drop by and see if I’m 
available. I’m very happy to talk about class, assignments, points of confusion, or 
anything else! 

 
Course website  http://www.stanford.edu/~kfpotts/linguist116.html 
 

Things you'll find on the website:   
 

• A summary of each day's class (check here first, if you miss class) 
 

• In-class activities and materials 
 

• Homework assignments (assignments are all listed on the days that they're due) 
 

• Reading assignments  (and PDFs, for readings not in the Booij textbook) 
 

• Paper information and due dates 
 
Textbook   The Grammar of Words: An Introduction to Linguistic Morphology (second edition) 

 Geert Booij, 2007; Oxford University Press. REQURED. 
 
Description This course will cover various aspects of word structure, including pronunciations, 

meanings, and syntactic possibilities in a wide sampling of languages to provide a 
laboratory for investigating the nature of morphology. 
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GRADING CRITERIA 
 
10% reading responses 
 

You’ll be asked for short written assignments in connection with most assigned readings. These may 
include short answers to questions, questions of your own, or open-ended reading reactions. 
 
NOTE: Reading assignments in the Booij text will often ask you to answer questions at the end of the 

chapter. Short answers to these questions are also provided at the back of the book; looking at 
these answers before coming up with your own defeats the purpose, though, which is to 
practice applying ideas from the reading. Your answers should be more thoughtful than those 
provided; thought counts for much more than correctness here. A particularly useful approach 
would be to answer these on your own first, then check against the answers in the back and 
note (e.g. in a different color) anything more you’ve learned from your original mistakes. 

 
40% weekly assignments: 8 × 5% each 
 

Written assignments will generally be due on Mondays. These will include: 
 

• 3 problem sets, focusing on morphological problem-solving. 
 

• 5 independent data collection assignments. These assignments will ask you to explore the 
linguistic literature and find descriptions of particular kinds of morphological phenomena and to 
write up a short (approximately 1 page), clear description of the system or phenomenon. 

 
20% short papers: 2 × 10% each 
 

For each of 2 short papers assigned in this course (roughly 3 pages each), you will be asked to select 
an article on any morphology-related topic of interest to you from the linguistic literature; you will 
present a clear, well-organized discussion of your paper’s central argument.  

 
25% final paper 

 
This will be on a morphology topic of your choice; this can be anything you like as long as you 
present novel morphological data and consider how this connects with concepts we’ve covered in 
class. Topics could range from basic description of a complex morphological system to 
morphological theory, psycholinguistic processing, computational parsing, language change, or 
anything else.  
 

5% class participation and engagement 
 

This class will be largely discussion-based; everyone should make an effort to participate in ways that 
will enhance both your own educational experience and that of other students. Please attend regularly, 
arrive promptly, be attentive to and respectful of others, share your own thoughts and perspectives 
with the group, and help ensure that everyone feels comfortable participating. 
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OTHER COURSE POLICIES 
 
Assignments  
 

It is your responsibility to be aware of when assignments are due; there will typically be one written 
assignment due each Monday, in addition to readings and other, smaller assignments. 
 
All assignments will be posted on the course website by no later than 6:00 PM on the previous 
class day, as well as being announced in class. If you aren’t sure whether there’s an assignment due, 
check: if it’s 6:30 on Monday night, all of Wednesday’s assignments will be posted; if nothing is 
posted by then, nothing is due.   

 
Like you, assignments are expected to appear promptly at the beginning of class (11:00) on the day 
they are due. I’m happy to accept assignments by e-mail (PDFs, please) or turned in to my mailbox in 
the linguistics department office (460-127), as long as they arrive no later than the start of class.  
 
If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you must make 
alternate arrangements before the assignment is due. Unexcused late work will not be accepted. 

 
On written work  
 

Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed or handwritten. 
However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it must be: 

 

...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to write clearly, or 
consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints only in yellow and pink stripes, 
please find another printer. If I can’t comfortably read your work, it won’t receive a grade. 

 

...correctly spelled and punctuated. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 

...clearly organized. When you’re explaining complex data or making an intricate argument, it takes a 
fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas clearly. Think about what points you 
want to make, and how you want to explain them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic honesty 
 

You are expected to be familiar with, and to uphold, Stanford’s honor code 
(http://www.stanford.edu/dept/vpsa/judicialaffairs/guiding/honorcode.htm). Any student whose 
behavior in this course is found to be in violation of the honor code will not receive credit for the 
course; penalties for violation can also go beyond the bounds of this course (e.g. suspension, or even 
expulsion). Please feel free to ask, in class or in private, if you have any questions about how the 
honor code relates to this course. 
 

Students with documented disabilities 
 

Students who may need an academic acocmodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate 
the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of 
Accesible Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, 
recommend reasonable accomodations, and prepare an Accomodation Letter for faculty dated in the 
current quarter in which the request is being made. Studnts should contact the SDRC as soon as 
possible since timely notice is needed to coordinate accomodations. The OAE is located at 563 
Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066). Students are also encouraged to meet with faculty in private to 
discuss specific needs and/or to make arrangements for accomodations. 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
 
NOTE: Assignments listed here are subject to change. It is your responsibility to be aware of when 

assignments are due; the course website will always show an up-to-date list of deadlines. 
 

 Date Topics Assignments due 
Monday 
March 29 What is morphology?  Week 

1 Wednesday 
March 31 

Intro 
Basic terms and concepts Info sheet 

Booij ch. 1, 2 
Monday 
April 5 Tense, aspect, mood Data collection: IJAL 

Booij §5.1-5.2 Week 
2 Wednesday 

April 7 Person, number Booij ch. 6 

Monday 
April 12 Gender/noun class systems Data collection: Inflection, TAM Week 

3 Wednesday 
April 14 

Inflection 

Morphological universals Short paper 1 

Monday 
April 19 Inflection vs. derivation Problem set: Inflection 

Booij ch. 3 Week 
4 Wednesday 

April 21 More inflection vs. derivation Haspelmath ch. 11 

Monday 
April 26 NO CLASS Week 

5 Wednesday 
April 28 

Derivation 

Verbal valence 
Again: What is morphology? 

Data collection: Derivation, 
Greenberg’s universals 

Monday 
May 3 Case systems Booij §8.2 Week 

6 Wednesday 
May 5 Case and animacy Problem set: Derivation 

Short paper 2 
Monday 
May 10 Compounding Booij ch. 4 

Short paper 2 Week 
7 Wednesday 

May 12 

Morpho-
syntax 

Words vs. phrases 
Data collection: Words and 

phrases 
Haspelmath ch. 8 

Monday 
May 17 Interface effects Problem set: Morphosyntax Week 

8 Wednesday 
May 19 Prosodic morphology Reading: McCarthy & Prince 

1986 (excerpts) 
Monday 
May 24 Prosodic morphology, cont. Final paper proposal Week 

9 Wednesday 
May 26 

Morpho-
phonology 

Frequency and morpheme 
shapes  

Monday 
May 31 NO CLASS: Memorial Day Week 

10 Wednesday 
June 2 Wrap up  Data collection: 

Morphophonology 
 
 

Wednesday 
June 9 Final paper due. 

 


