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STANFORD UNIVERSITY 
LINGUISTICS 1: INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS 
 
Kathryn Flack Potts 
Autumn 2009  

                           
 
Class   Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:00 – 11:50  Building 200, room 303 
 
Course website https://coursework.stanford.edu/portal/site/F09-LINGUIST-1-01 
 
Where to find  Email:   kfpotts@stanford.edu  
Kathryn  Office:   Building 460, room 118 

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday 10:00 – 11:00, and by appointment. 
 
Where to find Kyuwon Moon  kyuwon@stanford.edu 
TAs        Discussion section: Monday 9:00 – 9:50 
 

Stephanie Shih  stephsus@stanford.edu 
Discussion section: Tuesday 3:00 – 3:50 

 
TA office hours:  Friday 12:00 – 1:00 in 460-030E (basement), and by appointment 

Either Kyuwon and Stephanie will be there each week. 
 
This course will cover:  
 The cognitive organization of linguistic structure and the social nature of language use.  
 Why language learning is difficult.  
 Why computers have trouble understanding human languages.  
 How languages differ from one another.  
 How and why speakers of the same language speak differently.  
 How language is used strategically. 
 
 
DISCUSSION SECTIONS 
 
Discussion sections are not mandatory, but are strongly recommended. These sections may provide extra 
practice with problem solving, extra background on material covered in lecture, and discussion of 
additional readings. Section topics will be announced ahead of time; students who have unavoidable 
conflicts with both discussions are encouraged to keep up with materials posted on the course website, 
discuss these materials with other students, and meet with Kathryn, Kyuwon, or Stephanie as necessary. 
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GRADING CRITERIA 
 
50% problem sets 
 

There will be 6 problem sets in which you’re asked to analyze novel linguistic data. Many of these 
will involve unfamiliar languages; for some, you’ll be asked to find a cooperative speaker of a 
particular language (often mainstream American English) to provide data. There will be two problem 
sets focusing on each of the major fields of linguistics covered in this course: morphology, syntax, 
and phonology. 
 
Each problem set is worth 8.3%. 
 

30% short papers 
 

For each of 3 short papers assigned in this course (roughly 3 pages each), you will be asked to select 
an article on a topic of interest from the linguistic literature; you will present a clear, well-organized 
discussion of your paper’s central argument. There may be additional assignments connected with 
these papers, e.g. topic proposals. More details TBA. 
 
Each of these papers is worth 10%. 

 
15% final exam 

 
Details TBA. 

 
5% reading responses 
 

For some of the assigned readings, you’ll be asked to write a short (~2 paragraphs), thoughtful 
response. The best responses connect ideas from the reading with outside knowledge. You can ask 
questions, discuss why you are inclined to believe or challenge particular points, find ways that ideas 
connect with aspects of your own experience, or anything else that shows a serious effort to engage 
with the work. 
 
There will be a few of these (at least 4; and no more than 8), so each is worth roughly 1%.  
 

Attendance 
 

As discussed below, attendance is mandatory with the exceptions of a limited number of unexcused 
absences and excused absences which have been arranged ahead of time.  
 
Attendance is a basic expectation of this course, and there is no reward for simply meeting this 
expectation. For each unexcused absence beyond the allotted number, however, your final grade will 
suffer a 5% penalty. 
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OTHER COURSE POLICIES 
 
Attendance  
 

Attendance is required in this course. You are allowed 2 unexcused absences from lecture. 
(Discussion section is not mandatory, but is strongly recommended.) These absences are intended to 
be used at your discretion; there’s no need to let us know ahead of time, apologize, etc.  
 
In addition, it may be possible to arrange additional excused absences in case serious, unavoidable 
circumstances arise. Excused absences must be arranged ahead of time: you must discuss, in 
person or by email, your situation with Kathryn, Kyuwon, or Stephanie and get explicit approval 
before class time; no exceptions will be made to this policy except in the absolute direst of 
circumstances. Religious holidays, family emergencies, and illness may qualify as excused absences; 
sleeping late and finishing papers for other classes definitely will not. 
 
For each unexcused absence beyond those permitted (2 from lecture), there will be a 5% penalty 
to your final grade for this course. 
 
There is no textbook for this course, and most of the crucial content is delivered in class. If you 
cannot attend, it is your responsibility to make sure you know what was covered. The class webpage 
will give a brief summary of what happens each day, along with any materials handed out; it is an 
excellent idea to talk to a reliable classmate and make sure you understand what these potentially 
cryptic notes mean. 

 
Class participation    
 

This class will be primarily discussion-based; thus everyone should make an effort to participate in 
ways that will enhance both your own educational experience and that of the other students. Please be 
attentive to and respectful of others, share your own thoughts and questions with the group, and help 
ensure that everyone has a turn to participate. 

 
Assignments  
 

Homework will be announced in class and on the class webpage. It is your responsibility to be aware 
of when assignments are due; there will typically be one major assignment due each Wednesday, in 
addition to other, smaller assignments. 

 
Like you, assignments are expected to appear promptly at the beginning of class (11:00) on the day 
they are due. I’m happy to accept assignments by e-mail (PDFs, please) or turned in to my mailbox in 
the linguistics department, as long as arrive no later than the start of class.  

 
If dire circumstances will keep you from completing an assignment on time, you must make 
alternate arrangements with Kathryn, Kyuwon, or Stephanis before the assignment is due. 
Unexcused late work will not be accepted. 
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On written work  
 

Unless I say otherwise (as for papers), I don’t care whether written work is typed or  
handwritten. However, all work should be easy to understand. This means it must be: 

 
...legible. If you have messy handwriting, you should make a serious effort to write clearly, or 

consider typing. If your printer is running out of ink and prints only in yellow and pink stripes, 
please find another printer. I must be able to comfortably read your work, otherwise it won’t 
receive a grade. 

 
...correctly spelled. Linguists don’t care about spelling; however, readers do. 
 
...clearly organized. When you’re explaining complex data or making an intricate argument, it takes a 

fair amount of thought to make sure you express your ideas clearly. Think about what points you 
want to make, and how you want to explain them, before you start writing.  

 
Academic honesty 
 

You are expected to be familiar with, and to uphold, Stanford’s honor code 
(http://www.stanford.edu/dept/vpsa/judicialaffairs/guiding/honorcode.htm). Any student whose 
behavior in this course is found to be in violation of the honor code will not receive credit for the 
course; penalties for violation can also go beyond the bounds of this course (e.g. suspension, or even 
expulsion). Please feel free to ask, in class or in private, if you have any questions about how the 
honor code relates to this course. 
 

Students with documented disabilities 
 

Students who may need an academic acocmodation based on the impact of a disability must initiate 
the request with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) located within the Office of 
Accesible Education (OAE). SDRC staff will evaluate the request with required documentation, 
recommend reasonable accomodations, and prepare an Accomodation Letter for faculty dated in the 
current quarter in which the request is being made. Studnts should contact the SDRC as soon as 
possible since timely notice is needed to coordinate accomodations. The OAE is located at 563 
Salvatierra Walk (phone: 723-1066). Students are also encouraged to meet with faculty in private to 
discuss specific needs and/or to make arrangements for accomodations. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

  
 
 

Theme Topic Assignments due 

Discussion No discussion  
 

Monday 
Sept. 21 

General 
intro Grammatical vs. ungrammatical English 

examples  

Wednesday 
Sept. 23 

Prescriptive vs. descriptive rules 
Introduction to morphology 

Info sheet 
Pinker 1994 

Week 1 

Friday 
Sept. 25 Morphological problem-solving  

Discussion Subfields of linguistics 
Finding linguistics resources 

 
 

Monday 
Sept. 28 Allomorphy  

Wednesday 
Sept. 30 

Discuss expletive infixation assignment  
More allomorphy PS1: Morphology 1 

Week 2 

Friday 
Oct. 2 Reduplication  

Discussion Inflection vs. derivation 
Practice problem-solving  

Monday 
Oct. 5 Reduplication typology Paper 1 proposal 

Wednesday 
Oct. 7 

Morph-
ology 

ASL morphology PS2: Morphology 2 
Week 3 

Friday 
Oct. 9 Compositionality; set relationships  

Discussion Grice and pragmatic enrichment Examples of pragmatic 
enrichment 

Monday 
Oct. 12 

Semantics 

Lexical semantics: ‘like’ Siegel 2002; discuss data 
with consultant 

Wednesday 
Oct. 14 

Parts of speech: structural tests; lexical vs. 
functional Paper 1 

Week 4 

Friday 
Oct. 16 

Constituency tests for phrases 
Finding phrase structure rules  

Discussion Practice problem-solving: line breaks  
 

Monday 
Oct. 19 

Syntax problem-solving in English 
Tree structures  

Wednesday 
Oct. 21 

Discuss line breaks assignment 
Syntax problem-solving in other languages PS 3: Syntax 1 

Week 5 

Friday 
Oct. 23 More syntax problem-solving  

Discussion Eliciting and analyzing syntax data in other 
languages  

Monday 
Oct. 26 Subcategorization  

Wednesday 
Oct. 28 

Syntax 

Question formation typology PS 4: Syntax 2 
Week 6 

Friday 
Oct. 30 Socio Kyuwon: Sociolinguistics; Korean cuteness  
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Discussion ‘Dude’ data  
 

Monday 
Nov. 2 

 

Discuss Eckert, Gal papers Eckert 1988 or Gal 1978 

Wednesday 
Nov. 4 Articulatory consonant features Paper 2 

Week 7 

Friday 
Nov. 6 Stephanie: Articulatory vowel features  

Discussion Transcription practice: dialectal variation  
 

Monday 
Nov. 9 Allophony in English  

Wednesday 
Nov. 11 

Allophony in other languages; functional 
grounding PS 5: Phonology 1 

Week 8 

Friday 
Nov. 13 More allophony problem-solving  

Discussion Practice problem-solving  
 

Monday 
Nov. 16 Identifying phonemic inventories  

Wednesday 
Nov. 18 English syllable structure PS 6: Phonology 2 

Week 9 

Friday 
Nov. 20 

Phonology 

Syllable structure acquisition and typology Levelt & van der Vijver 
(extra credit) 

 
 
Nov. 23-27 
 

Thanksgiving – no class 

Discussion Final exam review  
 

Monday 
Nov. 30 

Kyuwon: Dialect stereotypes in Disney 
movies  

Wednesday 
Dec. 2 Stephanie: Language arts; rhyme, metrics Paper 3 

Week 10 

Friday 
Dec. 4 

 

Final exam review  

 Friday 
Dec. 11 Final exam 

 
Readings 
 
Eckert, Penelope (1988) Adolescent social structure and the spread of linguistic change. Language in 

Society 17: 183-207. 
Gal, Susan (1978) Peasant men can't get wives: Language change and sex roles in a bilingual community. 

Language in Society 7: 1-16. 
Levelt, Claartje and Ruben van de Vijver (2004) Syllable types in cross-linguistic and developmental 

grammars. In R. Kager, J. Pater & W. Zonneveld (eds.) Constraints in Phonological Acquisition, pp. 
204-218. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Pinker, Steven (1994) The Language Instinct. New York: W. Morrow and Co. Chapter 12: The Language 
Mavens. 

Siegel, Muffy E. A. (2002) Like: The discourse particle and semantics. Journal of Semantics 19: 35-71. 


