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THOUGHTS ON RESEARCH TOPICS (etc.) 

 

Due Wednesday, January 5 
              
 
Please write up, briefly but thoughtfully: 
 
(1) Your current thoughts on a topic for your junior paper. None of this is binding, but please do 

try to be as specific and concrete as you can at this early stage. 
 

• If you have something you’re fairlysure you want to to, explain what you're thinking: 
what’s a possible central question? what do you know about the data/background so far? 
what kind of data might you feasibly collect to address this? 

 
• If you don't have a particular topic yet, come up with 2-4 possibilities. Try brainstorming 

some topics from classes/etc. that you find intriguing, then think about how you might 
turn them into projects: what specific question might you focus on? What data might you 
be able to collect to address this? 

 
(2) Think about the process of doing this sort of project. It involves lots of steps: coming up with 

a question, researching what other people have said about it, figuring out a plan for collecting 
your own data, analyzing the data, presenting the results. What are two parts of this that you 
think you're pretty good at, and two parts that you think will be harder for you? These can be 
very general (“I'm a fabulous writer!”) or pretty specific (“I always have lots of ideas, but 
have trouble committing to a specific topic”). 

 
(3) What do you think might be useful to do in class this quarter? Are there any guest speakers 

(faculty or others) we should invite? Topics that would be useful to spend a day talking 
about? Some topics that we’ve covered in previous years include:  

 
• Finding references; keeping projects organized 
• Choosing a methodology; experimental design 
• Undergraduate research grants 
• Resumes, internships, and other career resources 


