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Undergraduate Research Seminar  K. Potts 

FINAL PRESENTATIONS 

Monday, March 7 OR Wednesday, March 9 
 
 
GOALS: Pull together what you know so far; make sure you can explain it relatively concisely. This may 

be useful as you move ahead and get in touch with other faculty members, linguists, etc.  
Let everyone else know what you’re working on! 

 
Length Each person will have 10 minutes for presentation and discussion. 7-8 minutes would be a good 

presentation length.  
 
Materials Your presentation should be accompanied either by a handout or powerpoint (or similar) 

slides. These should be short! A one-page handout, or 3-5 slides, should be sufficient. 
 
Preparation Please do some. That is, please think ahead about what you plan to say, how to explain it 

clearly, and whether it will fit in the right amount of time. Making a handout or slides will help 
with this, as will practicing your presentation ahead of time. We’re a friendly group, but still – no 
one likes sitting through bad presentations. 

 
Citations As in all formal presentations, make sure to cite all of your sources appropriately and give 

full bibliographic details for any references you cite. These can go at the bottom of your handout, 
or on a slide (usually at the end).  

 
 
Your presentation should be an overview of what you’re planning to do, informed by your background 
research this quarter. Please make sure to discuss all the basics, below. For each of these, describe your 
plans and/or acknowledge aspects that are still in progress. 
 
• Research question.  Do you have a one-sentence question that you’re trying to answer? 
 
• Short literature review.  Contextualize your project: what has been done previously? How are you 

extending previous work? 
 
• Data collection: Methodology.  What data do you need? Where/how will you get it? 
 
• Data analysis: Methodology.  Once you have the raw data, what will you do to extract an answer to 

your question? 
 
• Faculty adviser(s).  Who are you working with? Do you anticipate talking with people beyond your 

primary adviser?  
 
• Research plan/timeline.  How do you envision this project developing? Have you set interim 

deadlines for yourself? 


