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First, continue to acquire useful new information; write up a short explanation and reaction, both 
to keep us updated and to give yourself a summary of your thoughts that you can return to later. 
 
Option 1: Read two useful articles (spend some time finding ones that really do seem 

useful!); write up a summary of/reaction to each, including some discussion of 
how they connect with other papers you’ve read or other ideas you’ve thought 
about, and how they might inform your project. 

 
Option 2: Do something else that seems more useful. Skim a bunch of papers for a broader 

overview of the existing literature on a particular topic, and tell me what you find. 
Meet with a faculty member who’s knowledgeable about a topic you’re exploring, 
and tell me what you learn. The goal is to move yourself forward in the most 
efficient way possible; explain how your chosen activities are helping you make 
forward progress. 

 
Write an additional paragraph or two on how your project has evolved since the beginning of the 
quarter. Have you narrowed your focus? Does a particular methodology sound informative 
and/or appealing? Have you ruled out any options? Try to summarize your current position. 
Remember that you should ideally have a general topic/area chosen by the fifth week of the 
quarter, and you’ll need a specific question and method by the end of the quarter. 
 
Finally, list some next steps that you need to take, to move to the next stage of planning 
(whatever that means in your particular case). Are there specific papers, or papers on particular 
topics, you need to read? People you need to talk to? More general questions, about background 
or available resources or anything else, that you need to find answers to? List a few of these, as 
concretely and specifically as possible.  


